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2 Corinthians 6:24-7:1, A Warning Against Idolatry 
14 Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and 
wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness? 15 What 
harmony is there between Christ and Belial? Or what does a believer have in common 
with an unbeliever? 16 What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols? 
For we are the temple of the living God. As God has said: “I will live with them and walk 
among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people.” 17 Therefore, “Come 
out from them and be separate, says the Lord. Touch no unclean thing, and I will 
receive you.” 18 And, “I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters, 
says the Lord Almighty.” 1 Therefore, since we have these promises, dear friends, let us 
purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness 
out of reverence for God.

Notes:
• The notion of not being yoked with unbelievers in a warning against false worship, i.e. 

idolatry. The contrasts and emphasis of the passage relates to different images 
relating to worship (Christ, temple, unclean things, purification).

• This passage has often been used to speak of marriage relationships but at no point 
in 2 Corinthians here or after does Paul bring up marriage so it would be strange in 
context. This does not mean it is not a worthy application. But strictly speaking 
exegetically, the larger concern is participating in false worship. Marriages where 
husband and wife do not share the same faith will face significant challenges since 
each spouses faith will face compromises out of difference to their spouse.

Questions 
1. What is idolatry? More importantly, can Christians have idols? Why and how?

2. Name things that you are comfortable doing with non-Christians. Why?

3. What are things that are difficult for you to do with non-Christians? Why?

4. What do the previous questions reveal about your own hopes and fears?

5. Removing idols from our lives is a matter of repenting from their false promises and 

having faith in God’s promises. How can you guide each other in leaving your idols 
behind and clinging more to Jesus?


6. What are some practical steps you need to take in your life?
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