
Wednesday, February 16, 2022

2 Corinthians 10:1-18, Don’t Fight like the World 
2 Corinthians 10:1–11 (NIV)
1 By the humility and gentleness of Christ, I appeal to you—I, Paul, who am “timid” when 
face to face with you, but “bold” toward you when away! 2 I beg you that when I come I 
may not have to be as bold as I expect to be toward some people who think that we live 
by the standards of this world. 3 For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as 
the world does. 4 The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the 
contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. 5 We demolish arguments 
and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take 
captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. 6 And we will be ready to punish 
every act of disobedience, once your obedience is complete. 7 You are judging by 
appearances. If anyone is confident that they belong to Christ, they should consider 
again that we belong to Christ just as much as they do. 8 So even if I boast somewhat 
freely about the authority the Lord gave us for building you up rather than tearing you 
down, I will not be ashamed of it. 9 I do not want to seem to be trying to frighten you with 
my letters. 10 For some say, “His letters are weighty and forceful, but in person he is 
unimpressive and his speaking amounts to nothing.” 11 Such people should realize that 
what we are in our letters when we are absent, we will be in our actions when we are 
present.

Notes:
• Its important to recognize Paul is filled with irony and sarcasm here aimed at his 

opponents. v. 1 should be read with v. 10 as criticism leveled against him.
• Paul concern in this portion of the letter is less about various cultural teachings, but 

people calling themselves Christians and apostles who don’t reflect the cross-shaped 
ministry of Jesus. That is, people who do ministry with fleshy aims.

• Verses 1-6 he says we should not conduct ourselves like the world. We seek to make 
the gospel plain. Verses 7-11 he confronts false judgments made about him for he 
seeks to build up, not to tear down. Verses 12-18 he exposes the false boasting of his 
opponents while he aims to not boast beyond what God has called him to which 
includes the church of Corinth.

Questions 
1. “World” here is the same word for “flesh.” What does it look like to contend for the 

faith in a “fleshly” way? How does that inhibit people knowing God and 
encouraging obedience to Christ?


2. Paul describes his movies in vv. 5-6, 8, 13-15. How is Jesus challenging your 
motives and how you conduct yourself in making Christ known?


3. Paul’s aim is that people know God and obey Christ (v.5). He desires to build people 
up and not tear them down with the gospel (v. 8). How can you encourage one 
another to be winsome in sharing Christ with others? Share good examples.
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