
Monday, February 22, 2021

2 Corinthians Suffering and Comfort 
Read 2 Corinthians 1:3-11

A Few Themes of the Letter
As we begin the letter of 2 Corinthians lets cover a few prominent themes.

1) Paul’s defense of his apostolic ministry: this is an issue in both letters to the 
Corinthian church but it has a much more sustained focus in the second letter. Some 
in the church of Corinth had doubts about Paul’s leadership and ministry even 
though he was the church’s founder (Acts 18). The conflict between him and them 
becomes helpful in discerning what the essence of Christian ministry is. Many 
people claim to be doing Christian ministry but what are the mark’s of authenticity? 
How Paul defends his apostolic ministry is instructive and necessary so we are not 
easily impressed or deceived by the myriad of claims made by many leaders.

2) The relationship between suffering and glory: Suffering and glory are important 
themes which is intertwined with Paul’s defense of his own ministry. The letter has 
rich passages that speak to how the gospel speaks to the problem of suffering and 
the glory to be gained from it. This letter will help us see how the gospel provides a 
unique response that is as profound as it is practical.

3) Union with Christ: this is the most important and central them that lies underneath 
all other themes. This letter, perhaps more than any other, shows us how connected 
the crucifixion and resurrection are in Christ and in our lives. We have been united 
with Christ and the essence of our life with him means we participate in God’s work 
of redemption through a life shaped by the cross and resurrection.

Questions 
1. What is the relationship between suffering and comfort in the passage? How does 

God use one to deepen the other?

2. Reflect upon verse 5 and how it functions in the passage. What does it mean that 

Christ’s sufferings and comfort overflows/share abundantly (περισσεύω)?

3. What lessons does Paul say he learned through his intense suffering (vv. 8-11)? Do 

you think suffering helps us learn these things in a unique way? Why or why not?

4. The passage suggests that in order to share in the comfort of Christ we must share 

in the sufferings of Christ (vv.5-7). Do you agree and why is this difficult to accept?

5. That God can comfort us in our sufferings can become a cliche, how does Paul’s 

honesty about his struggle (vv.8-9) instruct us in avoiding making it a cliche?

6. How does comfort seeking, short-circuit your ability to learn to rely on God to get 

through suffering?

7. How can you be a better source of encouragement for others who are suffering?
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