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gos•pel - noun. good news. the message about Christ,
the kingdom of God, and salvation.

God Rules. The Bible tells us God created

everything, including you and me, and He is in
charge of everything. Genesis 1:1; Revelation 4:11;
Colossians 1:16-17

We Sinned. We all choose to disobey God. The
Bible calls this sin. Sin separates us from God and
deserves God’s punishment of death.
Romans 3:23; 6:23

God Provided. God sent Jesus, the perfect

solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from the
punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as
sinners, could never earn on our own. Jesus alone
saves us. John 3:16; Ephesians 2:8-9

Jesus Gives.

Jesus lived a perfect life, died on
the cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus
gave up His life for us, we can be welcomed into
God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever!
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 Peter 3:18

We Respond. Believe in your heart that Jesus

alone saves you through what He’s already done on
the cross. Repent, turning from self and sin to Jesus.
Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.
John 14:6; Romans 10:9-10,13
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DEVOTIONS ABOUT THE BIBLE (EXPLORE THE BIBLE)
God showed us His love when He sent Jesus to pay for our sin.
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Jesus performed miracles to glorify God and to show He is God’s Son.
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God powerfully led His people from captivity in Egypt and powerfully acts today.
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Help me understand your
instruction, and I will obey
it and follow it with all my
heart. Psalm 119:34

Glen Jones wrote the boys’ devotions for the month of August.
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SATURDAY,
AUGUST 1

ATTITUDE AND
ACTIONS
And whatever you do, in word or in deed, do
everything in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through him.
Colossians 3:17
It is fun to dress up and act like a
superhero. Just please don’t try to fl . As a
follower of Jesus, you are called to be like
Him. You do not have to dress like Him,
but all you do should be done with the
same attitude as Jesus. Your attitude and
your actions should match His and the things
that He taught. When your words and deeds
match Jesus’ words and deeds, you will be
living in His name.

GOOD INDEED
God saw all that he had made, and it was very
good indeed. Evening came and then morning:
the sixth day. Genesis 1:31
Some days you may feel like you are worthless
or a mistake. These feelings might come after
you messed something up, failed at something,
or if someone said horrible things about you.
While it’s easy at times to have these negative
feelings, God said something different about
you. God said everything He made was very
good. You are God’s creation, knit together by
Him, which means your worth and value are
immeasurably great. You are very good indeed.

4
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God saw all that he had
made, and it was very good
indeed. Evening came and
then morning: the sixth day.

Genesis 1:31
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SUNDAY,
AUGUST 2
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MONDAY,
AUGUST 3

YOUR ATTENTION,
PLEASE
From the rising of the sun to its setting, let the
name of the Lord be praised. Psalm 113:3
Let’s face it, life is crazy busy. You wake up, get
dressed, rush to school, do homework, go to
some sort of practice, and then get ready for
bed. It can be hard to stay focused on what truly
matters—God’s glory. All the things mentioned
are not bad, but as you do them, you need to stay
focused on God. Your attention should always be
on praising Him—at school, during practice, and in
everything you do.

TUESDAY,
AUGUST 4

GOD MADE IT ALL

Don’t be a worry wart! Have
you heard of that term?
A worry wart is “a person
who spends a lot of time
focusing or worrying about
a particular situation.”

Oh, Lord God! You yourself made the heavens
and earth by your great power and with your
outstretched arm. Nothing is too difficul for you!
Jeremiah 32:17

IMAGE CREDIT: SHUTTERSTOCK

God made everything that exists. God is all
powerful and can do anything.
There are things that
are too difficult fo
you to handle on
your own, and
these situations
can lead to you
feeling overwhelmed
and anxious. While these
are natural reactions, God
is in control. You do not have
to let fear and worry overtake you,
because God is powerful and can take
care of you in any situation.
AUGU S T 2 02 0
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WEDNESDAY,
AUGUST 5

GREAT THINGS
Lord my God, you have done many things—
your wondrous works and your plans for us;
none can compare with you. If I were to
report and speak of them, they are more
than can be told. Psalm 40:5
The great things that God has done are so
large, it is impossible to list all of the good
things He has done. And He has not done
these things without reason. They are a part of
His plan for you. God is good, and He delights in
doing good for His children because He loves them.
Reflect on God s goodness in your life.

THURSDAY,
AUGUST 6

GO TO GOD
Do you not know? Have you not heard? The Lord
is the everlasting God, the Creator of the whole
earth. He never becomes faint or weary; there is
no limit to his understanding. Isaiah 40:28

August 6 is Farmworker
Appreciation Day. Do you
appreciate those who help
pick the food you eat? They
work long, hard, and hot
hours to help supply the
produce you get to enjoy.

School can be fun, but sometimes
there are things that are hard to
understand. That’s OK. You don’t
have to understand everything.
God, on the other hand, does
understand everything. From the
most complicated mathematical
equation to the emotions and
struggles you are facing right
now, God understands. This
means in any situation, you can
go to God, and He will be able
to help.

6
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FRIDAY,
AUGUST 7

ALL OF CREATION
For the creation eagerly waits with
anticipation for God’s sons to be revealed.
Romans 8:19
All of creation worships God and is waiting
for Jesus to come back. When Adam
sinned, sin not only affected peopl , but
everything God had created was affected.
Creation knows that one day everything
will be restored to the way God intended
because of Jesus. Creation is excited
about Jesus’ return. Are you excited and
expecting God to return? Do the things that
Jesus wants you to do and tell others that
He is coming back!

SATURDAY,
AUGUST 8

WHO DO YOU KNOW?
Our help is in the name of the Lord , the
Maker of heaven and earth. Psalm 124:8
Whenever you need help with something,
you normally ask someone with knowledge
and experience for help. For example, if you
need help cooking your grandma’s famous
cookies, the best person for you to ask is
probably your grandma. It is her recipe after
all. Your ultimate helper is God. He knows
everything, because, as this verse reminds
you, He created everything and is Lord over
everything. You can always go to God for
help, and He will guide and direct you.

AUGU S T 2 02 0
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In 1997, a third grade
class in Massachusetts
proposed a bill to make
chocolate chip cookies
the official cookie of the
state. The official dessert
of Massachusetts is the
Boston Creme Pie.

B OYS

7

5/14/20 12:17 PM

SUNDAY,
AUGUST 9

AMAZING THINGS
I will praise you because I have been
remarkably and wondrously made. Your
works are wondrous, and I know this
very well. Psalm 139:14
Have you ever thought about how amazing
the human body is? You have bones, muscles,
tendons, organs, and cells all working together
and keeping you alive. All the intricate details of
the human body were designed by God. When
looking at how detailed the creation is, it shines
light on how amazing the Creator is. Stop for
a moment and reflect on how amazingly made
the human body is and then worship and praise
God for how amazing He is.

MONDAY,
AUGUST 10

SHOW THE LOVE

You know people love you because they tell
you, but also because they show you. They may
show you by taking care of you when you’re
sick or helping you when you have a problem.
God showed His love by sending His Son to
die for you. That was a huge sacrific . Because
Jesus took your punishment by dying for you,
if you follow Him, you may choose to have a
relationship with God and eternal life in heaven.

8
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Did you know your foot is
one of the most ticklish
parts of your body? Your
human nose can detect
over 1 trillion smells! Isn’t
the body amazing?
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God’s love was revealed among us in this way:
God sent his one and only Son into the world
so that we might live through him. 1 John 4:9
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TUESDAY,
AUGUST 11

YOU ARE NOT
A SPECK
What is a human being that you remember him, a
son of man that you look after him? You made him
little less than God and crowned him with glory
and honor. Psalm 8:4-5
When you think about the universe, you may
feel pretty small in comparison, like a speck.
It is easy to think you don’t matter and to start
wondering if God even really cares. However,
God made you and gave you worth and value. To
Him you are not a speck but His creation. You have
worth because God gave it to you, and no one and
nothing can take your worth away from you.

WEDNESDAY,
AUGUST 12

SUPERHERO POWERS

You can find some crazy
superhero names out
there, including The
Masked Mama, Bullfrog,
Flash Fry, and McMuscles.

The Spirit of God has made me, and the breath
of the Almighty gives me life. Job 33:4

IMAGE CREDIT: SHUTTERSTOCK

A name says a lot about a
person. Think about your favorite
superhero. Usually his or her name
reveals what kind of power or ability
he or she has. In this passage, Job
calls God by the title Almighty.
This name says a lot about who
God is. He is all-powerful and in
control of everything. It is this
all-powerful God who provides
for and gives you life. It is
encouraging to know that
the Almighty is on your
side, the giver of life.

AUGU S T 202 0
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THURSDAY,
AUGUST 13

EVERYTHING
FROM NOTHING
Now every house is built by someone, but the
one who built everything is God. Hebrews 3:4
Building with blocks is fun. But have you ever
stopped to think about the person who made
the blocks you are building with? In the same
way, when you look around the world and are
amazed at different buildings—li e the tallest
building in the world in Dubai—it is important
to remember someone created the things used
to build those structures. God spoke, and from
nothing everything came to be. God made
everything, and He is in control.

FRIDAY,
AUGUST 14

One of the tallest
towers of blocks was
constructed in Budapest,
India, in 2014. The tower
was over 114 feet high!

HAVE IT YOUR WAY
The earth and everything
in it, the world and its
inhabitants, belong to the
Lord . Psalm 24:1
If you had it your way,
would you sit around all
day watching TV or playing
video games? It’s easy to
start thinking selfish thoughts
about your time. Sometimes the thought,
“It’s my life and I will do what I want” may
even slip into your head. The Bible says
something very different. our life is not just
yours to waste away, it belongs to God. You
should wake up every day thinking,
“My life is yours God.
What would you have
me to do with it?”

10
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SATURDAY,
AUGUST 15

GOD, THE MAKER
“Woe to the one who argues with his
Maker—one clay pot among many. Does
clay say to the one forming it, ‘What are
you making?’ Or does your work say, ‘He
has no hands’?” Isaiah 45:9
Have you ever been making a dinosaur
or a penguin out of play dough and the
dough starts arguing with you, telling you
its neck is too long or its beak is too big? Of
course not! That would be frightening. God
is the maker, and you are His clay. You need
to stop arguing with God’s plan for your life
and trust Him to be in control. He will take
care of you while you follow His plan.

SUNDAY,
AUGUST 16

LIVE AT PEACE
If possible, as far as it depends on you, live
at peace with everyone. Romans 12:18

Modeling clay was first
sold as wallpaper cleaner.
You would roll it around
the wallpaper to collect
dirt. Originally, the
modeling clay was only
sold in an off-white color.
Now you can find it in over
50 different colors!

Some people are hard to deal with. You’ve
probably experienced times when a sibling
or a friend makes you so mad, you want to
explode. While this is a common reaction, it
is not what God wants from you. He wants
you to live in peace with everyone. It does
not matter what the other person is doing;
you should do everything you can to bring
peace in all situations. Instead of
reacting in anger, respond with peace.

AUGU S T 202 0
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MONDAY,
AUGUST 17

THIS IS LOVE
This is love: that we walk according to his
commands. This is the command as you
have heard it from the beginning: that
you walk in love. 2 John 1:6
So often it is easy to walk or act
according to what you think is right.
This passage says that to walk in
love, you cannot depend on your
own opinion of right and wrong, but
you must walk according to what God
says is right. You must choose to follow
God’s commands and not your own ideas.
When you follow God’s commands, you will
walk in true love.

TUESDAY,
AUGUST 18

BUILD UP OTHERS

Did you know you can
use verses to encourage
others? Check out
Psalm 9:9-10 and Psalm

Fathers, do not exasperate your children, so that
they won’t become discouraged. Colossians 3:21

12
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Have you ever said something to someone that left
him feeling discouraged or defeated? It probably
was not your intention, but it can be easy to do.
You are called to speak the truth,
but in a way that builds others
up. Remember that words can
hurt, and they should be used
carefully. If there is someone in
your life who is using words that
are causing you to feel defeated,
remember God created you, and
He loves you.
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WEDNESDAY,
AUGUST 19

LIVE WITH INTEGRITY
A righteous person acts with integrity; his
children who come after him will be happy.
Proverbs 20:7
To be righteous means “to live a life that
honors God,” and to do this, you must live a
life of integrity. Integrity is “doing the right
thing no matter the situation.” You will be
tempted to sin by people around you, or
even when you are alone and think no one
will ever know. You must decide in your
mind, no matter the situation, you will always
choose to honor God.

THURSDAY,
AUGUST 20

CALLED TO LOVE
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ
loved the church and gave himself for her.
Ephesians 5:25

IMAGE CREDIT: SHUTTERSTOCK

It may seem strange to talk about loving your
wife when you are years away from getting
married. The truth is you are called to love
everyone. What does this love look like? You
are called to love just like Christ loved the
church. Jesus loved the church
so much, He gave His life for you.
That is the kind of love you are to
have for people. You need to love
sacrificiall . Loving the world is
not easy, and it can cost a lot.

AUGU S T 202 0
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August 19 is Photography
Day. Celebrate this day
by taking a picture of
something that reminds
you to have integrity.
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FRIDAY,
AUGUST 21

RESOLVE AND REPAIR
How delightfully good when brothers live
together in harmony! Psalm 133:1
God wants you to live in harmony, or get
along, with the people around you. Of
course, there will be times when you
will get mad at the people in your life,
especially the people you are around
all of the time. The key is asking for
forgiveness or giving forgiveness right
away. Don’t allow anger and frustration to
stay in the relationship and take away from
the unity and peace. Do what you can to
resolve problems as quickly as possible.

SATURDAY,
AUGUST 22

PARENTS PROTECT
My son, keep your father’s command,
and don’t reject your mother’s teaching.
Proverbs 6:20
You know what is best for your life,
right? Or at least you think you do.
In reality, you often need help to
grow and understand life, and God
gave you parents to do just that.
While your parents may not be up to
date on the latest fashion trend or best
gaming console, they have a lot of godly
wisdom. Their teaching and guidance may
sometimes seem to keep you from living the
life you want, but they are actually helping
you and protecting you, which pleases God.

14
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One of the longest
lasting gaming systems
was found to last around
8 years, while another
gaming system from the
same brand also lasted
the shortest amount of
time, around 4 years.
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SUNDAY,
AUGUST 23

LIMITLESS
FORGIVENESS
Bearing with one another and forgiving one
another if anyone has a grievance against
another. Just as the Lord has forgiven you,
so you are also to forgive. Colossians 3:13
Have you ever thought about how many
times you mess up in a week or even just a
day? If you think about it, your sin might feel
overwhelming sometimes. You cannot even
calculate how many times God has forgiven
you. There is no limit to God’s forgiveness.
God wants you to forgive others in the exact
same way. He wants you to offer limitless
forgiveness to everyone.

MONDAY,
AUGUST 24

ETERNAL EXISTENCE
“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord
God, “the one who is, who was, and who is to
come, the Almighty.” Revelation 1:8
It’s fun to look at timelines in history textbooks
and see when different people lived and what
events happened. Everything and everyone in
history has a beginning and
an end. The amazing things
about God is that He has no
beginning, and He will never
end. His existence was
eternal and will be eternal.
It is honestly impossible to
completely understand this.
But it is exciting to realize how
powerful and mighty God is.

AUGU S T 202 0
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Time lines can be in all
different kinds of forms.
Picture, chronological,
number, and interactive
time lines are used to
present information in
creative ways.
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TUESDAY,
AUGUST 25

GIVE AND GET
FORGIVENESS
As a result, you should instead forgive
and comfort him. Otherwise, he may be
overwhelmed by excessive grief. Therefore I
urge you to reaffirm your love to him
2 Corinthians 2:7-8
If someone causes you pain, you may be
willing to forgive him, but you probably don’t
want to be around the person for a while. Paul
says you need to forgive, but you also need
to love and comfort the person. This means
you must stay around and help him feel better
even though he wronged you. This is the kind
of forgiveness God gave you and what He
expects you to give others.

WEDNESDAY,
AUGUST 26

HELP YOUR ENEMY
If your enemy is hungry, feed him. If he is thirsty,
give him something to drink. For in so doing you
will be heaping fiery coals on his head.
Romans 12:20
Whenever someone wrongs you, your first reaction
might be you want to get even. Human nature is to
get back at people as though somehow it makes
everything right. God says the opposite. When
someone does wrong to you, God
wants you to love him back. In doing
so, you show him the love that God
wants him to feel, a love conditional
love that is different from the world.
Every time you act opposite of the
world, you point others to God.

16
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What is one way
today that you can
help someone who has
wronged you? Think
about something you
can do to be helpful. If
you aren’t sure, pray
about it, and ask God
for ideas!
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THURSDAY,
AUGUST 27

GIVEN OR EARNED?
And be kind and compassionate to
one another, forgiving one another,
just as God also forgave you in Christ.
Ephesians 4:32
You are told to forgive one another just
as God forgave you. God forgave you of
everything you have ever done or will do.
He sacrificed Himself for you so you could
be forgiven. You cannot work for it or earn
it. God chose to forgive you, and you are
also called to forgive. Are you ready to
forgive? Or do you find yourself trying to
make someone earn his forgiveness?

FRIDAY,
AUGUST 28

70X7=490
Then Peter approached him and
asked, “Lord, how many times must
I forgive my brother or sister who
sins against me? As many as seven
times?” “I tell you, not as many as
seven,” Jesus replied, “but seventy
times seven.” Matthew 18:21-22

Do you know why the
term “tally marks” is
used? The original word
in Latin is “talea” which
also is where the word
“tailor” originates, and
a “tailor” is “one who
cuts.” Therefore, tally
marks were cut into
stone, wood, or other
objects, and many
people believe this
is why we call the
lines tally marks.

We know that 70 x 7 is 490 times.
That is a lot of times to forgive
someone. When Jesus said this,
He was not giving you an exact
count of how many times you
should forgive. He does not want
you keeping tally marks of every
time you forgive someone. His
point was that your forgiveness
to all people should be
unlimited.
AUGU S T 202 0
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SATURDAY,
AUGUST 29

A NATURAL REACTION
Whoever conceals an offense promotes lov ,
but whoever gossips about it separates
friends. Proverbs 17:9
It is the natural reaction to want to tell
others when someone does wrong
toward you. Doing this might make
you feel better, and it may even seem
like you have the right to talk about
it since it’s your story. However, when
you talk about the other person, you
hurt him and cause others to look at him
negatively. Instead, you should keep it to
yourself. This helps protect the other person’s
reputation. Work out your differences with
others quietly.

SUNDAY,
AUGUST 30

THE LAST PIECE
OF PIZZA
Everyone should look not to his own
interests, but rather to the interests of others.
Philippians 2:4

Pizza Hut™ was the first
to deliver pizza to space.
The restaurant shipped a
pizza all the way to the
International Space Center
in 2001. The pizza was
delivered on a resupply
rocket. Talk about out of
this world pizza!
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Have you ever been at a party and realized
that there was only one piece of pizza
left? Did you eat the piece as quickly
as possible because you were still
hungry? It is so easy to look after
yourself and ignore the needs of
the people around you. God does
tell you to look after your own needs,
and to also pay attention to the
needs of others. We should have each
other’s backs and stomachs.
B IB L E E XPRE SS
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THURSDAY,
AUGUST 31

HONOR YOUR
PARENTS
Honor your father and mother, which is
the first commandment with a promis ,
Ephesians 6:2

The differences in the two
images of the Stare &
Compare, found on GIRLS
20-21, are circled below.

Honoring your parents is not simply doing
what they say. It’s not a lifelong game of
“Simon Says.” Honoring your parents is
respecting them, obeying them with joy, and
always representing them well with your
words and your actions. If you live your life
in a way that your parents receive honor,
your life will be long. Next time your friends
are sitting around complaining about their
parents, try saying something nice about
yours. It will be an opportunity to honor your
parents and show your friends that you are
different

IMAGE CREDIT: SHUTTERSTOCK

Do you honor your parents?
-In your actions?
-With your words?
Take a moment today and make a plan to show your parent(s)
honor this week. Choose one way to honor them with your
actions.
Choose one way to honor them with your words. Jot down your
ideas here, pray about it, and then follow through with your
plans.

AUGU S T 2 02 0
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A COOKIE

CHOICE
by Glen Jones

To be a righteous person means you are living a life that pleases
God. While you are made righteous through your faith in Jesus,
you also have the responsibility to live a life that is pleasing to
Him. This is not always easy. Many people want to follow God,
but they make small choices that slowly move them further and
further away from Him.
Do you have any bad habits? A few weeks ago, I bought some
cookies, and I had one before I went to bed. The next night, I was
craving another cookie, and even though I know eating sweets
late at night is not a good choice, I had another one. It has been
about 2 weeks now and I have had a cookie, or three, every
night. Sin often enters your life much like these bad habits. You
make the choice to sin, not realizing at some point it is going to
become part of your routine. Often times when you start ignoring
God, you think it’s small, it’s no big deal, it will only be one time.
Once turns into twice and then three times, and it starts getting
easier and easier to ignore God. It does not take long for one
sinful choice to become a sinful habit that is hard to break. This is
why it is so important not to give sin a place in your life.

If you fail to live with integrity and godly wisdom, sin can destroy
your life. Sin has real and long-lasting effects. What you do now
can cost you down the road. Choosing to sin now can cost you
your happiness later. But as the Proverb says, choosing to act
with integrity now can bring not only happiness to you, but also
to future generations.
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To help fight sin and live with integrit , it can be helpful to decide
to do the right thing before the option to sin even arises. There
have been many times in my life when I had to decide the
answer was going to be “no” before I had the actual opportunity
to sin. Maybe you have a hard test coming up and you know the
easiest way to pass will be to cheat. If you say “no” before you
even get to school and take your test, it will be much easier to
say “no” during the test. Everyone has different sin struggles,
and you probably know what yours are. Saying “no” now can
make it so much easier to stick to your “no” when the temptation
is actually there.
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A RIGHTEOUS PERSON
ACTS WITH INTEGRITY;
HIS CHILDREN WHO COME AFTER
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HIM WILL BE HAPPY.
PROVERBS 20:7
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JOKES & RIDDLES

LOL !

Why do
bicycles fall
over?

Why are fis
so smart?

Because
they are
two-tired.

Because
they live in
schools!

What did the
buffalo say when
his son left for
school?

What do you
call cheese
that is not
yours?
Bison!

Nacho cheese!

Why did the
cookie go to
the nurse?
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He felt
crummy!
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What did one eye say
to the other?

Between us,
something
smells.
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What kind of
room doesn’t
have any doors?

Knock Knock

Who’s there?
A mushroom!
Spell!

Spell, who?
How do you
keep a bull from
charging?

OK, W-H-O!

Take away its
credit card!
What has
four wheels
and flie ?
A garbage
truck
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Why did the
golfer wear two
pairs of pants?

In case he
got a hole in
one!
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Why couldn’t
the pony sing a
lullaby?
He was a
little horse.
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S

AUGUST 2020

FISHING MONTH

M

T

Ice Cream
Sandwich Day

2

Watermelon Day

3

Melon Day

9

World Lion Day

10

Play in the Sand Day 11

Rollercoaster Day

16

Black Cat
Appreciation
Day

17

Bad Poetry Day

Sponge Cake Day

30

Slinky Day

23

Pluto Demoted Day

31

24

4

International
Clouded Leopard
Day

18

25

Banana Split Day

Trail Mix Day
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W

T

SS

F

Disco Golf Day

1

8

Fresh Breath Day

5

Wiggle Your Toes
Day

6

Lighthouse
Day

7

Bowling Day

World Calligraphy
Day

12

Filet Mignon Day

13

Creamsicle Day

14

World Honey Bee Day 15

Photography Day

19

World Mosquito Day

20

Spumoni Day

21

Eat a Peach Day

Dog Day

26
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Tug-of-War Day

27

Bow Tie Day

28

22

29

Chop Suey Day
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