
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                          

                                                                   Fruitfulness…                                    - Rev. Chris Kennedy 
 

If you have been attending our Sunday morning worship services regularly, you may have noticed that we have 
an increasingly “happy problem.” There’s more of us coming along each week, than six months ago! In God’s 
kindness, the number of people attending Sunday morning worship has been steadily growing. In January, the 
average weekly attendance was 151. Now it is 201. That is a significant increase. But what are we to make of it?  
 

What does God’s word say about increase and growth among God’s people? There are several places in the 
Bible where we could look. At a recent special Session meeting we discussed the question of capacity. The 
elders considered Jesus’ words from John 15. There, Jesus talks about fruitfulness. Jesus describes himself 
as ‘the true vine’ and his disciples as ‘the branches.’ (John 15:1).  
 

Jesus is deliberately echoing the song of the vineyard from Isaiah 5 (something his disciples would have 
known about) which compares Israel to a vineyard that bears only bad fruit. Jesus, by contrast is “the true 
vine.” He’s the real deal! The one in whom God’s people is to be truly realized.  Fruitfulness could involve 
numerical growth but is primarily growing in our relationship with God through faith in Jesus Christ. This is what 
we are to pray for and work towards as his followers.  
 

There are many things we can learn about what fruitfulness means from Jesus’ words in John 15. At our 
elders’ meeting we observed three: 
 

According to Jesus, fruitfulness means we take his words to heart.  
 

In John 15:3 Jesus tells the disciples that they are already clean and part of the vine, “because of the word that 
I have spoken to you.” And later in John 15:7, he adds, “If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask 
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.” The word ‘abide’ means to remain. We are to stay true and 
keep on keeping on with Jesus. And a specific way that we remain in him, is to take his words to heart. That 
they remain in us.  
 

So however many people cross the threshold personally (or virtually) each week, let’s pray that we stay 
committed to Jesus’ word, the Bible and that each of us take it to heart. That is how we are going to be a 
crucial part of being fruitful.  
 

Please pray, especially for those who have been given responsibility in teaching and preaching in our Sunday 
services, in Sunday School and in small groups and youth and children’s work. Pray that we listen to Jesus’ 
words and are obedient to God’s word, that Jesus’ words remain in us, as we live out our faith before a 
watching world, every day.  
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According to Jesus, fruitfulness means we depend on him for everything. 
 

In John 15:5, Jesus tells his disciples “apart from me you can do nothing.” A few moments later he says, “You 
did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit 
should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you.” 
 

This does not mean that we can ask Jesus for anything and he will give it (“Lord-I-really-could-do-with-a-new-
Lamborghini- in Jesus’ name Amen”). It means that when we are praying in line with bearing fruit in people’s 
lives, so that will stay true to Jesus (“abide”) then the Father will grant that lasting fruit. 
 

There perhaps is a danger of thinking somehow that this is something we are responsible for; that we can now 
kick back, believing the lie that it is because of how special we are. Another danger is to lapse into marketing 
and managing techniques to try and increase our productivity. Now we might never be as crass as that, but 
there is a danger of treating people less as people, and more like a statistic.  
 

Again, one of the big encouragements in LPC, is the commitment to prayer of many. We recognize that we are 
completely dependent on Jesus for everything. If we are going to be fruitful according to Jesus, it will mean we 
continue to pray and depend on the Lord Jesus each day.  
 

So can I encourage you to pray for continued prayer among all of us – for ourselves, but also the people we 
meet in church on any Sunday. Please can you pray also for the elders as we navigate the inevitable changes 
that an increase in numbers carries? Which leads us to the third aspect of fruitfulness:  
 

According to Jesus, fruitfulness means we remain in his love. 
 

In John 15:9-10, Jesus tells the disciples: “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my 
love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's 
commandments and abide in his love.”  
 

Jesus tells his disciples to remain in his love. That will involve keeping Jesus’ commandments. Earlier in John 
13, Jesus tells the disciples that they are to love one another. So one of the hallmarks of a fruitful community is 
that we will welcome people well, and continue to welcome them once they are ‘regulars.’  
 

More than that, a key aspect of remaining in Jesus’ love is that we will keep his commandments. We actively 
obey his words. The great demonstration of God’s love is the cross of Jesus. In light of this, Jesus says 
“fruitfulness will be characterized by sacrificial, putting-others-before-me” love.  
 

So in light of all of this, as we consider issues of increasing numbers, how do we navigate the days ahead? 
 

Thank and praise God for answering our prayers! In the Lord’s kindness, more people are coming under the 
sound of God’s word each Sunday morning than has been seen for several years. Let’s pray that the truth of 
God’s word would fall on “good soil.” Pray that it produces fruit that will last. Pray for those who are new, that 
they might settle in well. Praise God that we are part of a welcoming, warm, and encouraging church family – a 
church family committed to remaining in Christ’s love. It has been a privilege and a great encouragement to 
watch how warmly newcomers have been welcomed and introduced to our friends, and then have returned the 
next Sunday, and have even brought their friends.  
 

One final observation: According to Jesus, fruitfulness will involve pruning. Those of you who know about 
growing healthy plants understand the necessity of pruning. In John 15:2 Jesus explains that God prunes and 
cleans (they are the same word in Greek) the branches, that is, the disciples’ lives, with the truth of his word. 
Inevitably, the cleansing truth of God’s word can be painful as the truth of sin in our lives is exposed and removed.  
 

There is also necessary pruning that allows for further growth – healthy pruning. And change can be a part of that 
and a difficult thing to deal with. Someone said to me recently “It’s not so much change, as the reaction against the 
loss that change brings” that causes the emotional pain. As, under the Lord’s guidance, our numbers increase, the 
inevitable changes may be unsettling, and even painful. Some might be tempted to stop coming along each week 
because, “it doesn’t feel like it used to feel.” A comment I hear from longer-term members is “I come to church now, 
and I don’t know everyone.”  
 

Some of our short-term plans to deal wisely with increasing attendance are outlined in this edition of Spreading 
Branches. The encouragement from Jesus’ words is that the expectation is that fruitfulness will happen as we 

remain in him.              With continued love and prayers,  
                                                   Pastor Chris 
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Capacity matters 
 
Praise God for the kindness we are seeing from Him with the numbers attending each week. The current 
average weekly attendance is 201 people, having increased from 151 since January. Without wanting to 
presume upon the Lord’s goodness, this is likely to increase in the Fall. So now is the time to think strategically 
how we might become increasingly fruitful and accommodate newcomers most effectively. Therefore, the 
elders have been considering over the last few months our Sunday morning worship seating capacity. 
 
With increased numbers come increasing demands on pastoral care, along with logistical demands - available 
seating in the Worship Center, parking spaces, nursery management, and children’s ministry to name a few. 
So, the Session Planning Team met several times to study the issue and then brought a report with 
recommendations to a special Session meeting at the beginning of June. These recommendations were 
agreed upon at that meeting.  
 
 

Considerations 
 
There are several factors to consider:  
 
Parking. Due to the total number of parking spaces (162) we have on the campus and restrictions around that, 
the maximum number of people we can effectively have with us each Sunday is around 300. Though we may 
be able to increase the number of spaces by a few more, it will not make much difference to the overall total of 
people able to safely attend. 
 
Worship Center and campus capacity. The capacity in the Worship Center (the main meeting room) is 220 
people. Other rooms on the campus can accommodate varying numbers of people, the gym being the largest.  
 
Several options and many questions were considered both in the short-term and mid to longer term. How do 
we best prepare to encourage and grow the people God brings to LPC? Do we go to two services? Can we 
expand the facility? Can we increase the size of the parking lot? What about church-planting? How do we 
consider all of these things in light of our vision of gathering a community to live for Christ?  
 
 

Recommendations  
 
Session has agreed on the following short-term (up to March 2023) recommendations:  
 
1. Use the space in the Worship Center as best we can. We want to encourage as many people as is safe, to 
join for worship in the Worship Center. Where possible, we would ask people to move towards the center aisle. 
This creates space on the end of pews where ushers can seat people easily.  
 
2. Modify and use the Gym as an overflow. This space was identified as the best place to accommodate an 
increase in numbers. The elders are keen that we continue to be as united as possible moving forward, and 
that includes as we worship together. The aim is to enhance the worship experience by making modest 
improvements to the gym in terms of lighting and sound accomplished by the Fall. Further, the goal is to have 
worship leaders in the gym to lead singing, readings, and prayer, so that those who are not in the Worship 
Center may gather in one space and watch on screen, participate together in singing and prayers, and 
encourage other people. Until the gym is ready, the Commons will be used as an interim overflow worship 
space with an increased seating arrangement.  
 
3. Bring to an end using the Library and Café areas to watch the services. Thank God we could use these 
spaces over the last couple of years, but they need to resume the purpose for which they were originally 
intended.  So, starting August 7th, the Library and Café will return to their original functions as places for 
reading, studying, and conversations, which is important to a growing fellowship. This also centers worship to 
two locations on campus so we can focus on bringing excellence in worship. 
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4. Start at least five new small groups in the Fall. It is more than seating on Sunday mornings we are 
considering, but how we all grow in Christ through small group fellowship. Our needs will increase in 
connecting new-comers to the LPC church family. New small group leaders and hosts are being identified and 
will be trained in August. Small groups are a fabulous way to learn together from the Bible, to pray and to 
encourage one another, as we look to live for the Lord Jesus each day. We pray that this will help encourage 
fruitful growth in the short-term for many. If you are not part of a small group, and would like to join one, please 
contact the office, or Pastor Hand. And please pray for the Lord’s blessing on this.  
 
We believe that these are the wisest steps to take in the short-term as we continue to gather together a 
community to live for the Lord Jesus Christ. Please pray the Lord Jesus would be honored through all of the 
changes ahead. Pray for the improvements to the gym to be expedited quickly and effectively. Pray that we are 
wise stewards of all that the Lord has given to us, for Jesus’ sake. And pray for continued fruitfulness for Jesus’ 
sake.  
 
It can be unsettling, but it is a wonderful encouragement to see the Lord bless us in this way!  
 
If you have any questions or concerns or ideas, do not hesitate to get in touch with me, or Pastor Hand, or any 
of the elders.  
 
Pastor Chris 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Watch for more information about the picnic  
 in upcoming Sunday bulletins. 
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7/3    8:00 am Band Rehearsal * 

   9:15 am Sunday School for all ages * 
- Adult Class: General Assembly report 

   10:30 am Worship Service in-person  

          and livestreamed * 
- Rev. Chris Kennedy preaching 
- Deacons’ offering/report 

   5:30 pm Youth Group * 
7/4    Independence Day 
7/4-7/10  Pastor Brian and Mary Hand away 
7/4-7/16  Pastor Chris Kennedy away 

7/6    6:00 am Men’s Morning Bible study * 
    7:00 pm Summer co-ed basketball * 
7/7    Youth Group day trip to Harvey Cedars 

   11:00 am Game day for seniors * 
7/10    10:30 am Worship Service in-person  

           and livestreamed * 

- Dr. Alfred Poirier preaching 
   5:30 pm Youth Group at Marilyn R.’s 

7/13    7:00 pm Moms Together planning  
                      committee meeting 
7/14    10:00 am Moms Together playdate at  
                      Lions Pride park 
    7:30 pm Youth Group Moms’ meeting 
7/16-7/25 Pastor Brian and Mary Hand away 
7/16-7/23 Lori Davis away 
7/17     10:30 am Worship Service in-person  

          and livestreamed * 
- Dr. Alfred Poirier preaching 

    5:30 pm Youth Group at McBride’s 
7/18     7:00 pm Deacons’ Mercy Committee 
7/21     9:30 am Seniors Living in Christ (SLIC)  
                      Vehicle Museum trip and lunch 
     7:00 pm Session meeting 
7/24    10:30 am Worship Service in-person  

          and livestreamed  * 

- Rev. Chris Kennedy preaching 
                5:30 pm Youth Group at Frattarelli’s 
7/26         7:00 pm Finance committee meeting 
7/30-8/6   JJ Zeller away 
7/31          5:30 pm Children’s ministry carnival  
                       night 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
8/1      7:00 pm Deacons’ Executive Committee  
8/2      7:00 pm Christian Ed Board meeting 

8/3      6 am Men’s morning Bible study * 
           7:00 pm Summer coed basketball * 
           7:30 pm Mission Committee meeting 

8/4      11:00 am Game day for seniors * 
           7:00 pm Session meeting 

8/7 8:00 am Band Rehearsal * 
9:15 am Sunday School for  

        all ages * 
10:30 am Worship Service in-person  

        and livestreamed * 
- Rev. Chris Kennedy preaching 
- Communion 

5:30 pm Youth Group * 
8/12 – 8/13 Youth Group Lock in at LPC 
8/14    10:30 am Worship Service in-person  

        and livestreamed * 
- Rev. Chris Kennedy preaching 

            12:30-6:30pm Church picnic at Fischer’s Park 
8/15 7:00 pm Deacons’ Mercy Committee 
8/18 10:30 am Seniors Living in Christ (SLIC) trip 
                    Valley Forge & lunch 
 7:00 pm Session meeting  
8/21 10:30 am Worship Service in-person  

         and livestreamed * 
- Rev. Brian Hand preaching 

 5:30 pm Children’s Ministry Splash night 
8/28 10:30 am Worship Service in-person  

         and livestreamed * 
- Rev. Chris Kennedy preaching 

 
 
 
 

 
* Meets weekly 
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