
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Wall removal… 
 

 

 

 As some of you might know we’re in the process of moving from our rental accommodation in Souderton to 
our new home. We are grateful to the Lord for his provision of a new place to live which means we are closer 
to the church campus, and that the boys do not have to change school districts. In due course, we plan to do 
some internal refurbishment, which will involve removing some internal walls in the basement. That got me 
thinking about a much more significant wall removal… 
 

It is one of my favorite memories from my time at university. It was November 1989. I was on a weekend 
retreat with some other Christians, and we watched pictures on the news of the Berlin Wall coming down. This 
wall, that had for all our lives, been a symbol of division between the East and the West was quite literally 
being dismantled before the eyes of the world. Most of us watched in amazement.  
 

But one student with us, watched through a haze of tears of laughter and sadness. She sat, glued to the 
screen, her hand covering her mouth in incredulity. Because she was from Berlin. Up to this moment in her life, 
“The Wall” was all that she had known – broken relationships, checkpoints in and out of the city, ingrained 
division, and strife. She called her friends (this was in the days before mobile phones) on the one pay phone at 
the retreat centre. She said to us, “I want to go home. I want to dance on the wall with my friends.”  
 

It was a wonderful moment. Sadly, the news from eastern Europe shows that the issues of the heart that led to 
the wall being built in the first place have not been resolved. So, we need to continue to pray for our brothers 
and sisters in Christ in Ukraine and in Russia, as well as those in Romania and Poland who have hosted 
Ukrainian refugees. I am grateful to the Lord for the generosity of the LPC family members who recently 
donated over $55,000 to help our mission partners serving in Ukraine. (see page 5 for an MTW report) 
 

But of course, that pales in comparison to yet another wall removal that we read about in Ephesians 2. It’s not 
simply removed, it’s destroyed! We spoke about this recently in our sermon series on Ephesians. The apostle 
Paul is speaking directly to people from a Gentile (non-Jewish) background. He describes how believing in 
Jesus Christ changes everything: 
 

“But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For he 
himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of 
hostility 15 by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself 
one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 16 and might reconcile us both to God in one body through 
the cross, thereby killing the hostility” Ephesians 2:13-16 
 

Do you see it? The “dividing wall of hostility” could be a reference to a physical barrier between Jews and 
Gentiles in Herod’s Temple in Jerusalem – literally ‘the middle wall’ which fenced off Gentiles from Jews. The 
historian Josephus describes how the temple was ‘encompassed by a stone wall for a partition, with an 
inscription which forbade any foreigner to go in under pain of death.’ Antiquities XV. 11.5.  
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Paul could be talking more generally about the historic “wall” between people from a Jewish background and 
Gentiles – the wall of the law, and the commandments and everything that was held as important in Judaism. 
That inevitably resulted in centuries of ingrained division. Whether Paul is speaking literally or figuratively (or 
both!), now “in Christ,” that wall has come tumbling down. Because Jesus is our peace. The language is 
emphatic – Jesus himself, only Jesus Christ is our peace.  
 

Paul describes how Jesus creates in himself a whole new kind of humanity – where Jewish and Gentile 
distinctions are overcome and redundant. You are either ‘in Christ’ or not.  
 

So that’s one kind of peace. And it is intrinsically connected to the other kind of peace described here. Christ’s 
purpose was to reconcile Jews and Gentiles together – and also (verse 16) to reconcile both of them to God 
through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility.  
 

Whatever our background, says Paul, Jesus Christ - reconciles us all to God at the cross.   
 

The greatest things that separate us from God – my sin (including the sins of sectarianism, and superiority and 
pride) are overcome at the cross – by Jesus’ blood.  
 

Only the Cross of Jesus will reconcile you to God. Not your spiritual tradition; not your ethnicity; not your 
privileged history; not your church pedigree. Only Jesus.  He is our peace. 
 

Many of us are familiar with these wonderful truths. We trust in Christ, and we know that barrier, that wall of our 
sin, and its consequences has been torn down at the cross. We are forgiven, healed and reconciled with God.  
 

And so, the onus is upon the church of Jesus Christ to show this work in our lives. As Paul goes on to explain, 
it’s through the church that, “the manifold wisdom of God” is revealed to the watching universe, including those 
spiritual powers opposed to the gospel (Eph. 3:10). That means that what we say and do, and how we do them 
really matters! We’re God’s shopwindow to a watching universe which includes our family, our neighbors, our 
colleagues at work and in school.  
 

It’s why it was so encouraging to see so many people attend our Easter morning celebrations – because we 
were pointing people to the Lord Jesus Christ. Please can you join with me as we pray for follow up? Pray for 
our Newcomers class starting on May 1, and for Pastor Hand as he leads it.  
 

As we are going to see in the coming weeks as we resume our sermon series in Ephesians, the God tells us 
so much about how we as a church of Jesus Christ are to live. Paul uses the word “walk” to get at the idea that 
this is 24/7 living. We can’t compartmentalize Jesus into some parts of our day and not others. Can I 
encourage you to prayerfully and carefully read through Ephesians in the coming weeks? You will see, as you 
read, that the second half of the letter drips with specific applications for how we are to live as those who are 
“in Christ.” Pray that we are obedient to what we learn. How we get on with people, really matters for Jesus’ 
sake. And as we do that, let’s pray that we point people around us to Jesus, in what we say and do, so that 
they trust in him, and more walls come tumbling down.  
 

With continued love and prayers,  
 

Pastor Chris  
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Christ in the Book of Deuteronomy 
Although comprised of sixty-six books written by different authors over many centuries, 
the Bible as God's Word is a unified whole that tells a single story. It is the story of 
salvation through a redeemer. Jesus of Nazareth identified himself as that redeemer and 
he taught his first disciples that the entirety of the Old Testament scriptures spoke about 
him. In this class we will explore ways in which the Book of Deuteronomy points forward 
to the coming of Christ and his salvation. The goals are (1) to see more deeply the glory 
of Christ, and to love him more deeply; (2) to grow in appreciating the unity of the Bible; 
(3) to grow in ability to read the Book of Deuteronomy and other parts of the Old 
Testament for spiritual profit; (4) to appreciate the role of law in God's plan of redemption; 
and (5) to see how we ourselves fit into God's plan, in order better to empower us to 
serve God here and now. 

 

 

Come Grow With Us 
Whether you are new to the Christian faith or just new to LPC, this class is for you. Learn 
about LPC, our beliefs and how you can connect with our church community. This is 
also a great opportunity to get to know our leadership as well others who are new to 
LPC. 
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When the war began with the Russian invasion of Ukraine on February 24, no one could have foreseen how that 
single brutal act would define how we respond to life today. As the director of communications for the MTW 
Ukraine Crisis Response Team based in Krakow, Poland, I’m writing to you for two reasons. First, to say thank 
you on behalf of so, so, many for your gift to the MTW Ukraine Crisis Fund. The generosity of many, like yourself, 
has enabled us to respond to this crisis in meaningful and substantive ways, and help to reveal the hands, feet, 
and heart of Jesus. The second reason for writing is to try to describe what your contribution is accomplishing in 
our ongoing efforts to care for Ukrainian families displaced by the Russian genocidal aggression and to bring 
much needed supplies to those remaining in Ukraine. 
 

When the war began, the decision was made to create a ‘voice’ on the ground that would tell the story of what 
fellow-believers are experiencing in Ukraine day in and day out and what we, the MTW Crisis Response Team 
based in Krakow, Poland and L’viv, Ukraine, are doing in response to the crisis. 

 

The Voice of Ukraine tells stories from the field that show how financial contributions by so many have made an 
impact. When you read a story of a displaced Ukrainian family fleeing from the violence, it’s important for you to 
know that your gift enabled the development of the infrastructure that cares for displaced Ukrainians. Your gift 
helps with the short-term care of families with a 22-bed shelter in Krakow. 
 

Facilities must be rented, beds and linens, daily food supplies, and medical supplies purchased, and local support 
staff is paid. Your gift enables this. When you see a story about the Help Center in Krakow facility has been 
rented, renovation repairs are being made, kitchen supplies and equipment are being purchased, vacuum 
cleaner and ongoing cleaning and food supplies along with commercial shelving for storage have been 
purchased, and all the furnishings to equip the space, local staffing being paid. All these are needed to facilitate 
a Center that allows for displaced families to have internet access, activities for children and meals together as 
they regroup and recover seeking to understand the next steps in their unplanned exodus from the traumas of 
war. Your gift helps to make this happen. 
 

As displaced Ukrainians are brought out of Ukraine to Krakow in convoys of large 9-passenger vans, so also 
supplies you helped to purchase are transported into Ukraine and distributed from our church in L’viv (west 
Ukraine) to other churches throughout Ukraine to be given to many in need. We want you to know that your gift 
is helping to create the necessary infrastructure of a supply chain moving supplies to people in profound need. 
Seven 9-passenger vans and a passenger car have been purchased to enable many ‘angels’, at risk to their own 
lives, carry supplies to the pastors of churches who have remained in Ukraine. These pastors then distribute to 
their communities. The vans and the car have been purchased for pastors in Kyiv, L’viv, Mycolaev, Odesa, and 
Kharkiv so that they can then complete the critical final link of the supply chain – aid to those who are desperate 
for it. Your gift enables this to happen day in and day out.    
 

We want you to know that your gift has also enabled the purchase and transport of medical equipment and 
supplies helping Ukrainian hospitals. Along with God’s provision of donated high-end medical equipment, your 
gift has purchased medicines like insulin for 3 months for 600 people, and portable medic kits to be distributed 
to chaplains and soldiers serving on the front lines. Another critical way your gifts have helped is with the 
purchase and distribution of body armor, helmets, and protective gear for medical workers and for the sons and 
husbands in our churches who are fighting to protect Ukrainian lives from the bombs and brutality of Russian 
forces. 
 

Thank you for your contribution to the MTW Ukraine Crisis Fund enabling us to mobilize and respond effectively 
and decisively to the crisis. These funds are making a profound difference in the lives of Ukrainians and to lift up 
Christ to a watching world. If you have questions, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

 

From: Dal Stanton on behalf of the MTW Ukraine Crisis Team 
          Ukraine Crisis Response Team  
          Kyiv, Ukraine 
          www.Voice-of-Ukraine.com 
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On Tuesday, March 1st, several folks from LPC delivered lunch to Habitat’s West Norriton facility to feed a group of 

college students volunteering there during their spring break. Thank you to the Session for supporting this endeavor and 

financing the food purchase, Aji George for coordinating, and to Mary Hand and Rick Davis who accompanied Aji and 

helped hand out food and meet the students. It was a great way for our church to get better connected with Habitat and 

their local faith build. 

Habitat reached out to Aji with the following thank you: 
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Seniors Living in Christ (SLIC) 
 

  On Thursday, April 21st, eighteen seniors gathered in the café for their annual kick-off celebration of  
  “Everybody’s Birthday”. The group shared a delicious lunch followed by birthday cake and ice 
  cream. Chris and Sallie Kennedy were the special speakers and they shared about their  
  childhoods, how they met, and other important events in their lives. It was a blessing to hear how  
  the Lord has worked in their lives over the years, leading up to bringing them here to us at LPC. 
 

Coming SLIC events: 
Seniors Living in Christ May trip to Pearl Buck’s home and lunch at Zoto’s, Thursday, May 19th. 

Meet at the church at 10:00 am to carpool. Cost is $11.00 plus lunch. Sign up in the lobby if you 
plan to attend. 

 

Seniors Living in Christ trip to Sight and Sound to see “David” - coming November 17th! In order 
to reserve seats, you must sign up in the lobby by May 29th if you plan to attend. Payment is also 
due by 5/29: checks payable to Wendy Fox.  

 

Seniors Living in Christ Game Day beginning Thursday, May 12th. Meet in the LPC library  
Thursdays during the summer from 11 am – 1 pm for an informal time of games. Bring your lunch 
and a game you would like to play. They will not meet on days that regular SLIC events are 
planned. No sign up needed. Come out and enjoy some fun and fellowship. 

 
            

                        
                                  
                           Questions? Please contact  
                           Wendy Fox or Phyllis Miller. 

 

Attention Graduating class of 2021-22…… 
If you are graduating from high school, college, or a trade 
school and have not yet been contacted by the church office, 
please let Lori Davis know as soon as possible 
(lori@lansdalepres.org).  
 

We will be recognizing our graduates during a Worship 
Service in June. 
.  
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1    9:00 am Music Rehearsal * 
      9:15 am Sunday School for all ages *      

- New Adult Classes begin 
      10:30 am Worship Service Worship Service * 

- Westminster Seminary Sunday 
- Mr. Chad Escue preaching 
- Deacons’ offering 

      5:00 pm Small Group online * 
      5:30 pm Youth Group in-person * 
      5:30 pm Small Group (Library) * 
2    7:00 pm Mission Committee meeting 
4    6:00 am Men’s Ministry online and in-person * 
      9:30 am Women’s Bible study brunch (final) 
      6:30 pm Choir Rehearsal * 
5    National Day of Prayer 
      7:00 pm Session meeting   
      7:00 pm Women’s Bible study in-person(final) 

6    10:30 am Friday Small Group (final) 
8    Mother’s Day 
      10:30 am Worship Service Worship Service * 

- Rev. Chris Kennedy preaching 
       No evening groups 
  9   7:00 pm Moms Together  
11   7:15 pm Session planning meeting 
15   10:30 am Worship Service Worship Service * 

- Rev. Chris Kennedy preaching; Baptism 
16   7:00 pm Deacons’ Mercy Ministry Committee  
17   12:00 noon Prayer meeting online 
       7:00 pm Prayer meeting in-person  
19   11:00 am Seniors Living in Christ (SLIC) trip 
       7:00 pm Session meeting online  
21   12:30 pm Moms Together picnic   
                    (Evansburg Park) 
22   10:30 am Worship Service Worship Service * 

- Rev. Chris Kennedy preaching    
23    7:00 pm Christian Ed Board meeting 
29   10:30 am Worship Service Worship Service * 

- Rev. Brian Hand preaching 
30     Memorial Day 


