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“I am the Vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me bears much fruit...” John 15:5

May 2021
Gearing up for the Post-Pandemic Church- Part 3

- by Pastor Brian Hand

This is the final (for now) installment in this 3-part series looking at opportunities in front of us as we make our
way out of the pandemic. In previous entries we have highlighted:
1. Keeping the main thing the main thing. When forced to reimagine how we “do church” we were
reminded of what was most important. The Word came first with study guides and recorded sermons.
Community was added the following week with a Zoom Sunday school class. Then we added full
worship services and an emphasis on acts of service and mercy ministry.
2. Lean into Community and Connection. In community we have something the world wants and in the
gospel we have something the world needs. Connecting with people and inviting them into community
may open doors to invite them into a relationship with Christ.
3. Growing digital presence. Our new website and other online offerings function as a new front door to
our church for visitors that can remove obstacles and anxieties to checking out a new church while still
offering opportunities for connection. More than just serving visitors, a growing digital presence offers
opportunities for growing and being equipped for those with a “side door” relationship.
This month we add the final piece: Agility.
How many times have you heard (or said) “when things get back to normal…”? It can even be anxiety
producing to hear people talk about the “new normal.” Many of you are probably like me…we want the old
normal back. I am definitely looking forward to a return to a full worship center, seeing all of your wonderful
smiling faces, hugs, handshakes, and high fives. But let’s not forget that our sovereign God has led His church
through this season for His glory AND our good. We’ve learned lessons, we’ve made adaptations, we’ve
become more agile.
A big temptation will be that when the post-pandemic era arrives we’ll all breathe a sigh of relief, take our
foot off the accelerator, and settle in to a method of ministry that is working. Just as keeping your body agile is
hard work, so remaining agile as a church is hard work. But it is far less exhausting than dealing with decline.
Change is hard. It is also inevitable. The pandemic accelerated the pace of change in culture that had already
been speeding along and such pace is likely to continue. The inability to be agile, adapt and innovate when
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culture changes quickly is what can lead to irrelevance. I know that relevance/irrelevance can be loaded terms,
but please remember the first lesson above. We are keeping the main thing the main thing. We are not
adapting the mission. We do not want to sacrifice the mission of Gathering a community to live for Christ
while chasing after relevance by mimicking the culture. But we also do not want to sacrifice the mission by
failing to adapt or be agile with our methods of engaging the culture with the unchanging truth of the gospel.
The truly agile church will continually adapt or even sacrifice methods in order to advance the mission. I think
this is what Paul is describing in 1 Corinthians 9:19-23, “For though I am free from all, I have made myself a
servant to all, that I might win more of them…I have become all things to all people, that by all means I might
save some. I do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may share with them in its blessings.” Agile with
methods for the unchanging mission of the gospel.
One final thing to consider
God has used the last year of this pandemic era to make us more agile and adaptable as a church. The
adaptations and innovations we have made have been used to advance our vision. Between in-person and
online attendance, we have more people connecting with our church on a weekly basis than we did prepandemic. We continue to draw new visitors to our church and our online reach has gone international. In the
last 3 months we’ve had more than 450 international views!
As we look ahead, I think it would be hard to overestimate the impact our increased agility will have on our
leadership transition. A change in the lead pastor is always a process, and particularly so when the previous
pastor had a long tenure. However, when a new pastor comes in to lead an agile church… the transition it is
far more likely to be a smooth one that can get down to the business of advancing the mission.
Our sovereign God works all things together to accomplish his will, including the pandemic and all things
connected to it. I certainly don’t know all he intends to accomplish through the trials of the last year. But I
believe that a small piece of that is that he has been using these trials to prune us and prepare us to bear
much fruit in the next season of ministry at Lansdale Presbyterian Church. To Him be the Glory.

Attention Class of 2020-21……

Seniors Living in Christ
(SLIC)

If you have graduated or will be
graduating this year from high school
or college, please let the church office
now as soon as possible
(lori@lansdalepres.org).

“Everybody’s Birthday Party!”
May 19th, 11:00 am
At the home of the Brewer’s
This is the first event for the 2021
season. Anyone 60 or over is
invited to come out for good food,
great fellowship, and lots of fun!

We will be recognizing our graduates
in the coming weeks. Thank you.

Look for the sign-up sheet in the
lobby to contribute to the lunch.
Questions? Please contact
Wendy Fox or Phyllis Miller.
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National Day of Prayer
On April 17, 1952, President Harry Truman signed a bill proclaiming the National Day of Prayer into
law in the United States. President Reagan amended the law in 1988, designating the first Thursday
of May each year as the National Day of Prayer. The National Prayer Committee was formed in the
United States in 1972.
Thursday, May 6, 2021 has been designated as the National Day of Prayer. There will be a
prayer guide in the in the bulletin on Sunday, May 2nd that suggests a variety of things you can pray for in a
number of categories. An online copy will be emailed out to you with the weekly online bulletin. If you
do not receive one and would like one emailed or mailed to you, please contact Lori Davis
(lori@lansdalepres.org, #(215)368-1119, x22).
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