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THIS MONTH’S 

SHARED VISION: 

“We are committed to 

gathering in worship 

as a community, 

which will inspire us 

to have a deeper con-

nection to Christ and 

be transformed by his 

presence.” 

 

This month our scriptures will focus on let-

ters dealing with the shift in thinking needed 

to be a follower of Jesus.   

2 Timothy is one of the “Pastoral Epistles,” 

attributed to the Apostle Paul but written 

several generations after the death of the 

historical Paul. They represent the effort to 

create a set of resources from the teachings 

of Paul for guidance both for local faith com-

munities and the universal church.  In these 

verses, the writer paints a powerful picture of 

Paul’s suffering which is also described by 

Luke in the book of Acts, and offers a model 

of leadership which challenges and encour-

ages leaders of the church.   

Our text in 2 Corinthians is preceded by a 

description of Paul’s being  “caught up” to 

paradise.  In the book of Acts, we are given a 

description of Paul’s conversion experience, 

but here we are given insights by Paul him-

self.  This is the most important turning 

point in Paul’s life, yet in it he refuses to 

boast.  Instead, he boasts in his lovesick 

“weakness” – likening it to the love for which 

Christ was crucified.  The apparent weakness 

of love as the perfection of divine power is a 

pervasive theme in this letter.     

Martin Luther wrote of the Book of Romans, 

“This Epistle is really the chief part of the 

New Testament and the very purest Gospel, 

and it is worthy not only that every Christian 

should know it word for word, by heart, but 

occupy himself with it every day, as the daily 

bread of the soul.  It can never be read or 

pondered too much, and the more it is dealt 

with the more precious it becomes, and the 

better it tastes.”   

This letter is the last and longest of the let-

ters that are undisputedly written by the his-

torical Paul.  It was written from Corinth in 

about 55ce to the church in Rome, the capital 

and center of the Roman empire.  The focus 

of the letter is God’s plan of salvation to Gen-

tiles and Jews, and Jesus the Messiah as the 

culmination of this plan.   

The church addressed in 1 Corinthians is as-

sociated with challenges.  A major issue Paul 

had to deal with was the division between 

Greek “knowledge” or gnosis with the wis-

dom (sophia) of the gospel.  This lack of uni-

ty precedes the question in verse 13, “has 

Christ been divided?” and the contrasting 

simplicity of the message of the gospel is de-

scribed by Paul in verses 17 and 18.  Though 

translated as “the message about the cross,” 

in verse 18, Paul literally uses the phrase “the 

word (logos) of the cross,” echoing the Gos-

pel of John which names Christ the Word 

(logos) of God.  

THIS MONTH’S 

CORE VALUE: 

CONNECT  

COURAGEOUSLY 

 

Q? 
Is our faith big 

enough to ask the big 

questions? 



CORE VALUE:  CONNECT COURAGEOUSLY  

SHARED VISION:  “We are committed to gathering in worship as a community, which will inspire us to have a 

deeper connection to Christ and be transformed by his presence.” 

In learning to love like Jesus, we are becoming a community transformed by grace. 

WHY ARE THERE CONTRADICTIONS IN THE BIBLE?     

2 Timothy 3: 14-17 

But as for you, continue in what you have learned and 

firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it, and 

how from childhood you have known the sacred writings 

that are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in 

Christ Jesus.  All scripture is inspired by God and is useful 

for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training 

in righteousness, so that everyone who belongs to God 

may be proficient, equipped for every good work. 

WHY DOES GOD ALLOW EVIL TO HAPPEN?   2 Corinthians 12: 7b-10 

Therefore, to keep me from being too elated, a thorn was given me in the 

flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me, to keep me from being too elated.  

Three times I appealed to the Lord about this, that it would leave me, but he 

said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weak-

ness.” So, I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power 

of Christ may dwell in me.  Therefore I am content with weakness, insults, 

hardships, persecutions, and calamities for the sake of Christ; for whenever I 

am weak, then I am strong.  

WHY DON’T CHRISTIANS ACT MORE LIKE JESUS? 

Romans 12:9-18 

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is 

good; love one another with mutual affection; outdo one 

another in showing honor.  Do not lag in zeal, be ardent 

in spirit, serve the Lord.  Rejoice in hope, be patient in 

suffering, persevere in prayer.  Contribute to the needs of 

the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse 

them.  Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those 

who weep.  Live in harmony with one another; do not ne 

haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be 

wiser than you are.  Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but 

take thought for what is noble in the sight of all.  If it is 

possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with 

all.  Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for 

the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I 

will repay, says the Lord.” 

SHIFT… 

 How does this week’s message 
and passage shift you?   

 How will you change and grow as a disciple of Jesus Christ because of it? 

WHY SO MANY DENOMINATIONS?  1 Corinthians 1: 10-18 

Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, that all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among 

you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same purpose.  For it 

has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, 

my brothers and sisters.  What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong to 

Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.”  

Has Christ been divided?  Was Paul crucified for you?  Or were you baptized 

in the name of Paul?  I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus 

and Gaius, so that no one can say that you were baptized in my name.  (I did 

baptize also the household of Stephanus; beyond that, I do not know whether 

I baptized anyone else.)  For Christ did not send me to baptize but to pro-

claim the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ 

might not be emptied of its power. 

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but 

to us who are being saved it is the power of God.   

First thoughts… 

 What strikes you about this passage? 

 What do you feel affirmed by? 

 What challenges you, and why? 

CORE VALUE:   

 How does this passage relate to 

our Core Value,  

“Connect Courageously?” 

SHARED VISION: 

 Do you see this month’s Shared Vision in 
this passage?   

 What does it mean to commit to worship-
ping together in this scripture? 


