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“Let Me Tell You a Story” 

A Small Group Curriculum by Pastor Brian Malison and Chavaleh Forgey 

 

 

Jesus was not a theologian.  Jesus was God telling stories. 

We call the stories Jesus told “parables.”  The Greek meaning of that word is “thrown 

alongside.”  Jesus threw these stories alongside his ministry as ways to say what other words 

or actions couldn’t. 

Parables are enticing, sometimes comforting, but often mysterious.  Jesus took everyday 

life experiences (i.e., lost coins, runaway children, sown seeds, etc.) and in them gave us the 

secrets to the work of God.  But the problem is, how do we read them?   

When Jesus said the kingdom of God is like a woman who lost a coin and turned the 

house over to find it, and then when she did, threw a party, the questions might begin: who is 

the woman?  Is it God?  Is it Jesus?  Is it you or me?  Is it the church?  Obviously, the 

parable changes depending on who you think the woman is.  And then it continues to change 

as you give identity to the coin.  And then, what about this party?  Is it now?  Is it in heaven?  

Was the coin used by the woman to pay for the party? 

Parables are, largely, Jesus’ way of introducing his hearers to the power and mystery of 

the kingdom of God.  We hope that the small group experience will engage your mind in 

ways to imagine new insights into the nature of God, and what God is doing.  By gathering 

with your small group, by reading and discussing the meaning of the parables, and by being 

more intentional about what the parables might be saying to you right now, you will be 

enriched in this season of small groups. 

Although the parables of Jesus are recorded in Matthew, Mark, and Luke, we will only be 

studying those recorded to Matthew and Luke. 

There is an added and important component.  We believe that Jesus, who told stories so 

many years ago, is still present in the story of your life.  As you engage with God, you have a 

story to tell.  God continues to be active in people’s lives by bringing hope, forgiving 

mistakes, breaking bondage, and changing lives.  How has God, or is God, doing such things 

in you? 

In as much as there is a section for each parable called “Thoughts Behind the Story” (a 

detailed look to the specific parable), and a section for “Discussion Questions,” there is also 

a section called, “Telling Your Story.”  Use the parables of Jesus as a springboard for 

thinking about your own stories.  By sharing stories in your small group you will hear how 

Jesus Christ has become real to some, or how the church family made all the difference, or 

when the Holy Spirit’s presence was felt, or when a prayer was answered.  Such stories may 

well be modern parables told of how Jesus continues to speak into our lives.   

Are you ready to begin?  Let me tell you a story…   
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June 2 – Matthew 13:1-9  “The Parable of the Sower” 

 

Thoughts Behind the Story: 

 Context is everything.  Matthew 13 is predicated on Matthew 12.  In Matthew 12 Jesus is 

confronted with strong opposition from the Pharisees.  In 12:22ff a blind mute is brought to Jesus 

and is healed.  The people wonder if Jesus is “the Son of David.”  This causes the Pharisees to go 

on the attack: “It is only by Beelzebul, the prince of demons, that this fellow drives out demons.  

After Jesus responds, the Pharisees want to see a sign from him.  So, the lingering question as we 

enter into Matthew 13 is, “how can some people declare Jesus to be the Son of David, while 

others (esteemed religious folk) call Jesus Beelzebul?  The answer is found in, “A farmer went 

out to sow some seeds…” 

 This chapter begins with a large crowd gathered around Jesus.  Are we to assume that the 

large crowd is made up of those who believe Jesus is “the Son of David?”  When Matthew is 

read in its entirety, there is no large crowd sticking up for Jesus to Pilate (in fact there is a large 

crowd calling for his crucifixion).  And there is no large crowd there when he died, or even when 

he was raised.   

 There is precedent in reading this parable as a reason for why some have faith and others 

don’t.  Jesus, himself later in Matthew (verses 18-23), claims that the parable indicates why some 

people hear the message of the kingdom and either receive it or don’t.  There is plenty of 

speculation over the years about who each of these particular people are (and it is usually those 

who would consider they are the good soil who received the word and believed who have been 

the ones providing that speculation).  But is it that easy?  Remember, those who are hearing this 

parable won’t be around in fourteen chapters 

 Perhaps the most significant part of this parable is the sower (Is this God?  Is it Jesus?  Is 

it the Church?).  The sower is rather indiscriminate about where the seed will fall.  What sort of 

farmer would do this?  Evidently the sower is not worried about waste (It seems Jesus didn’t 

either, if you remember the story in Matthew 26:6-13 where Jesus was anointed with oil and 

everyone said, “Why this waste?”  But Jesus called her action a “beautiful thing.”). 

 

Discussion Questions: 

1. Who do you think the sower is?   

2. The sower seems to be rather wasteful (throwing seed all around).  What do you think the 

hearers thought when they heard this parable? 

3. What is the point of the parable?  Do you think it is all about how people respond to the 

Gospel?  Is there an alternative way to think about this parable? 

4. If you think this parable is about how people who don’t receive the Gospel, what 

situations reflect the path?  The rocky places?  The thorns? 

5. If you think this parable is about how people receive the Gospel, is being “good soil” just 

luck, or are there things we are supposed to do to become good soil (be really careful 

with this question!!!)? 

6. What sort of seed produces 100, 60, or 30 times itself?  Is there something we can do to 

produce more than others (be really careful with this question!!!)? 
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Telling Your Story: 

How have seeds in your life been nourished and grown in good soil – or not?  

Sometimes the moments in life when things didn’t go well are powerful 

stories.  One of the unique features of being a Lutheran community is that 

we’re not scared to talk about the moments that are hard.  There may have 

been times when a seed you thought was being planted in your life was 

instead stolen, or choked, or unable to be nourished.   Was God revealed to 

you in that experience?  Was your faith community supportive?   

Use the space below to tell your story of seeds in your life and how God and 

your faith community became real for you.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 9 – Luke 6:46-49  “The Parable of the Two Houses” 

 

Thoughts Behind the Story: 

 This is the final statement in what is known as the Sermon on the Plain (in Matthew, it is 

the Sermon on the Mount).  While this is a parable, it is different from many; Jesus is not 

teaching us what the kingdom of God is like here.  Instead, we get an illustration of a point he is 

making (what it looks like for those who hear his words and put them into practice). 

 Again, context is important.  Jesus just got done with an illustration (parable?) of how 

good trees do not bear bad fruit.  You have to believe the message was pointed at those who were 

actually “bad trees” (Pharisees?) who were trying to bear good fruit.  It can’t be done.   

 But there is a shift in verses 46-49.  The previous point is that it is impossible for a bad 

tree to bear good fruit.  But in this text there is no “impossible.”  It is possible for someone to 

build on a solid foundation.  If one builds on a ground without a foundation, well, that’s on that 

person.  So, while a tree is determined by what sort of tree it is (good or bad), the stability of a 

house is determined, not by accident, but on purpose. 

 Both sorts of persons in this parable are the same; they hear Jesus’ words.  The difference 

is that the one whose foundation is solid puts the words into practice.  This obviously leads to the 

question, what is the “practice?”  Presumably the story that follows in chapter 7 (the story of the 

Roman centurion who requested of Jesus that he heal the centurion’s servant is a reflection of 
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such a foundation; Jesus says of him, “I have not found such great faith even in Israel.”).  But 

many questions persist as to what this “practice” looks like in other settings. 

 

Discussion Questions: 

1. Is there a similarity between last week’s parable and this one?  What might that be? 

2. What does a solid foundation look like?  How do you “build” one? 

3. What is “the house?”  What is it we are supposed to be building? 

4. The difference between these two “home builders” isn’t that one hears Jesus’ words and 

the other one doesn’t.  They both hear his words.  But the one who builds on a solid 

foundation puts his words into practice.  What does that look like for you?  

5. Describe the torrents that people face in life that may cause their “house” to fall. 

 

Telling Your Story: 

Has your relationship with Jesus Christ or with your faith community been a 

solid foundation for you?  Use the space below to tell of a moment in your life 

– or two contrasting ones—when the storms of life came.  What was your 

foundation?  Were you on sand or rock, and what made the difference? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 16 – Luke 18:9-14  “The Parable of the Pharisee and Tax Collector” 

 

Thoughts Behind the Story: 

 Luke is the Gospel of the underdog.  In Luke Jesus has a special mission to “proclaim 

good news to the poor…(and) to set the oppressed free” (Luke 4:18).  Such a claim came at 

Jesus’ first public ministry experience when he preached at his home town, and it almost got him 

killed!  A ministry to the underdog, especially at the expense of ministry to the good and faithful 

church-goers who thought they deserved special attention from God, can get a Messiah killed! 

 The previous parable in Luke 18 (which we will not be covering this summer) is the story 

of the persistent widow who kept hounding a judge to hear her case.  Widows were people of 

low estate in Jesus’ time.  Luke is reminding us of what Jesus’ ministry really is all about. 

 In this parable the conflict is between a Pharisee and a tax collector.  You probably don’t 

need a lot of background to know how different these two characters were in Jesus’ day.  

Pharisees were considered the most respected religious and social people of the day.  If your son 

became a Pharisee, you were very proud.  If your son became a tax collector you would not be 

proud.  A tax collector is someone who works for the Roman government and collects a variety 

of different taxes (could be merchandise tax, travel tax, business tax, etc.).  The income of the tax 
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collector is not paid by the Romans; it’s what the tax collector can collect over and above the 

regulated amount.  So, picture this: a Jewish man is shaking down his Jewish neighbors on behalf 

of the hated Roman government, and lining his pockets.  So, this is not the most popular person 

in town…to say the least. 

 It is important to point out that Jesus is not saying, “Pharisee = bad; tax collector = 

good.”  But he is challenging the notion that all Pharisees are good, and all tax collectors are bad.  

And, as we have seen in a variety of other passages, the position of Pharisee has created a 

mindset of superiority.  And Jesus is going to always go against an attitude of superiority.  And 

the position of tax collector has created a mindset of both inferiority and outsider.  And Jesus is 

always going to be for those who feel like they don’t measure up and don’t matter.  Could Jesus 

have told a parable where a Pharisee came across as humble and contrite, and a Pharisee who is 

selfishly entitled?  Absolutely.  But it wouldn’t have the impact (the take-your-breath-away 

power of the story).  It is important to keep the tension alive in the telling of this parable. 

 The final comment is to ask, “What are they doing in the Temple?”  The Temple is not 

just the place of comfort for the Pharisee, it is a place of discomfort for the tax collector.  The 

Temple is not just a place, it is the place.  This is where God is believed to be located.  What 

makes these people think that they should be in the presence of God?  The Pharisee believes that 

by virtue of his goodness that he deserves to be there.  The tax collector believes that he should 

not be there, and that being there is endangering his soul.  This might be a significant place of 

discussion for those in the church; to what extent do people feel a level of ownership of God and 

to what extent do people feel they are undeserving of anything from God? 

 

Discussion Questions: 

1. What are the modern-day examples of Pharisees and tax collectors? 

2. The point of the parable suggests that superiority is a sin.  How does that creep into the 

church today? 

3. When people show up to worship on Sunday, and someone comes who might reflect the 

tax collector character in the parable, how are they treated?   

4. In what way does our weekly confession of sin reflect the tax collector’s prayer?  How 

can we better design these prayers to reflect our contrition and brokenness? 

5. If you heard someone pray (or voice) the kind of prayer the tax collector prayed, what 

would you say to that person? 

6. If you hear someone pray (or voice) the kind of prayer the Pharisee prayed, what would 

you say to that person? 

 

Telling Your Story 

Use the space below to describe your prayer life.  Remembering that our 

stories can be powerful when they are imperfect, describe times when God 

felt real and present or when God felt distant during prayer.  How did those 

prayer times look/feel/sound, or any other sensory experiences? What 

thoughts did you have?  What emotions did you feel? 
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June 23 – Luke 10:25-37  “The Parable of the Good Samaritan” 

 

Thoughts Behind the Story: 

 First off, who says the Samaritan is good?  That designation is not given in the parable.  

He is kind, compassionate, and generous.  From that we assess his goodness.  Maybe he is.  

Maybe he beats his wife, and he helps strangers on the side of the road.  We ought to be careful 

in declaring his goodness.  As Lutherans, after all, we understand that we are saints and sinners 

at the same time. 

 The lead in to the parable is an encounter Jesus has with a lawyer.  The lawyer is 

someone steeped in rabbinic tradition and knows Torah thoroughly (and not a criminal or 

corporate lawyer in a modern sense, though he would certainly be able to apply Torah to all 

criminal or corporate situations).  And the question the lawyer asks is really important: he wants 

to know what he must do to inherit eternal life.  His question is a “doing” question, so Jesus 

gives him a “doing” answer.  The further importance is that, as a lawyer, he knows Torah better 

than most people.  He knows there are 613 laws, but he wants Jesus to help him boil it down to 

an attainable few.  He reduces them to two: love the Lord your God, and love your neighbor as 

yourself. 

 I find this answer, and Jesus’ affirmation of it, significant.  Maybe you know people who 

say the entire Bible – all 66 books and every chapter and verse – are equal in their presentation 

of “the Word of God.”  They say that something in Malachi is as important as something in 

Matthew.  But this lawyer, and Jesus, are clear that the whole Torah (the first five books of the 

Bible) are not equal.  They reduce it all to just two laws; everything else is either of little 

importance, or has no relevance at all, or is subservient to these two laws (it is interesting to note 

that in Matthew 22 and Mark 12 when Jesus is asked which are the most important laws, it is he 

who claims these two, not someone else). 

 I love this passage because I believe we all interpret the whole of the Bible through a 

particular lens.  That lens will filter out the things that are troubling or confusing, and focus in on 

the themes that support the lens.  For some people it might be John 3:16.  For others it might be 1 

Corinthians 13.  For me it is Romans 8:38-39.  For Jesus (and the lawyer) it was Deuteronomy 

6:5 (known as the shema) and a little-known passage in Leviticus 19:18 (who reads Leviticus?).  

 In this very popular parable, it is helpful to notice that the lawyer asks Jesus a theological 

question.  Jesus could have responded with a theological answer.  He could have gone to the 

Torah and talked about Jewish hospitality.  He could have done a Bible study on the story in 

Genesis where Abraham was visited by the angels and he welcomed them and fed them.  But 

instead he told them a story.  How cool is that! 

 Much has been said about the characters in the Good Samaritan story.  The two religious 

guys walk on by.  A reasonable rationale is that they were headed to the Temple in Jerusalem 

and had they dirtied their hands with a man with open wounds they would not have been able to 

perform their religious duties.  Make of it what you will; those who should have helped, didn’t. 

 The Samaritan is an unwelcome person in the Jewish culture.  During the sixth and fifth 

century B.C., when the region between the northern kingdom and the southern kingdom were 

sacked, those living in the middle (what would become known as Samaria) readily intermarried 

with their captors.  Because of that, they had an incomplete understanding of orthodox Judaism; 
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for instance, they did not recognize Jerusalem as the place of the Temple, and they only read the 

Pentateuch and not the prophets or wisdom literature of the Old Testament.  Orthodox Jews 

thought them to be dogs; not a part of the pure religious system founded on Abraham and carried 

forth by the prophets. 

 So, for Jesus to use the Samaritan as the hero is a real stunner for his listening audience.  

And the Samaritan doesn’t just stop and help the beaten man, but he goes the extra distance in 

bringing him to a hospital and promising to pay his deductible.  Who does that?   

 All of a sudden, the question of “what must I do to inherit eternal life” sounds nearly 

impossible.  And that just might be Jesus’ point.  It’s like Jesus is saying, “Go ahead, be a 

compassionate neighbor to those in need in whatever neighborhood you define yourself (and 

isn’t the whole world our neighborhood?), it is a huge task to love your neighbor; but keep your 

eyes on me – I’ll show you how.” 

 It sort of makes me happy the lawyer didn’t ask Jesus to define what loving God looks 

like.  I’m not sure what he had in mind is any easier than loving our neighbor! 

 

Discussion Questions: 

1. When was the last time you helped someone needing help on the side of the road? 

2. Why is it so hard for us to help people we don’t know? 

3. Why do you think the Samaritan did so much for the beaten man?  Was it because he had 

the time?  Was is because he had the money?  Was it because he was overwhelmed with 

pity?  Was it because he was afraid that if he didn’t, God would hold him accountable? 

4. Who are you in this parable?  Why? 

5. Who is Jesus in this parable?  Many times people have used this parable as a standard of 

ethical living for Christians, leaving Jesus out of the story.  But what if Jesus is the beaten 

man on the side of the road?  How would that change the tenor of the parable? 

6. What is your “life verse” (the passage that you turn to that helps you understand who God 

is and what belief in God means for you)? 

 

Telling Your Story 

Jesus just might encounter us in “the stranger” – either the stranger in need or 

the perceived enemy or outcast that comes to help.  This is always a bit 

unsettling, and maybe even foreboding.  Tell a story of when such an 

encounter happened for you and how you experienced Jesus in the 

encounter.   
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June 30 – Matthew 13:24-30  “The Parable of Wheat and Tares” 

 

Thoughts Behind the Story: 

 This is now the second agricultural parable we have in this worship series.  The first is 

recorded earlier in Matthew (13:1-9), the seed that is in need of good soil.  The seed that falls 

among soil that has been infiltrated with weeds (thorns, in 13:1-9) ends up choking the growth of 

the seed (wheat in 13:24-30). 

 But now in this parable we are introduced to a third element (character?), “an enemy.”  

Who is this enemy who “downloaded a virus” into the field?  This is the only other parable 

where Jesus gives an explanation.  In verses 37-41 he identifies the enemy as “the devil.”  How 

does the devil get access to the field?  Evidently he doesn’t directly.  The devil’s access is given 

through the devil’s influence over others who work against the “good seed.”  There is present in 

the field, both at the same time, good and bad.   

 This text does call into question what we believe about “the devil.”  For many Christians 

they have a far deeper “theology” of the devil than they do of God.  The devil has filled minds 

with imagery and intrigue, causing many to obsess over where the devil is, what the devil is 

doing, who might be under the influence of the devil, or how the devil might surprise us next 

(think here the SNL church lady played by comedian Dana Carvey…a Lutheran).   

 The language of “the devil” comes late into Judaism.  Largely through the influence of 

the Assyrian and Babylonian cultures, the language of a devil, or anti-God, becomes a minor 

theme in the apocalyptic literature of the Old Testament (i.e., Daniel).  By the time the New 

Testament is being written, the devil (or satan) is a more present identity.  Jesus is quoted to say 

that he saw satan fall from heaven (Luke 10:18), is accused of being an instrument of satan 

(Mark 3:25), calls one of his disciples satan (Matthew 16:23), and is tempted by satan in the 

wilderness (Matthew 4).  So, to lean upon the testimony of Jesus, the devil/satan is a very real 

entity that works contrary to the work of God. 

 That people can be influenced by the devil ought not surprise any of us.  Confessionally 

we say each week in worship that we have been influenced by negative, selfish, unkind, 

destructive, evil forces within us which cause us to be contrary to the work and will of God.  I 

don’t think I have ever heard a liturgical confession which places the ultimate blame on the 

devil. 

 So, there may very well be people who are “weeds” sent in to infect the field.  But could 

it be said that it isn’t a matter of individual people who are weeds and who are wheat?  Could it 

be said that both weed and wheat is present in all of us? 

 The real focus of the parable seems to be on the owner’s servants.  It is not exactly clear 

in Jesus’ explanation in verses 37-39 who these servants are.  Might they be the angels who are 

sent to weed out the kingdom (verse 41)?  Or are they Church leaders given the responsibility to 

oversee the spread of Christianity?  Whoever they may be, it appears that the request in verse 28 

(“Do you want us to go and pull [the weeds] up?”) is the key to the whole parable.  The response 

is, “No, let’s wait.” 

 It is important to note that in other places in Matthew (notably chapter 18:15-17) that 

Jesus does not suggest evil/hurtful/dangerous behavior not be confronted.  But what seems to be 

stemmed from the words of the owner of the field is that quick and impulsive reactions toward 
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those who are “enemies” need to be tempered.  The servants are quick to judge.  The owner of 

the field seems to say, “Slow down.” 

 Jesus’ explanation of the parable goes on to describe the outcome of those who are weeds 

(or maybe, actions and attitudes that are weedy), that there is a blazing furnace reserved for 

them.  This will certainly cause conversation about such things as judgment, damnation, hell, and 

the calling into question of an ultimately merciful God.  My recommendation is to not allow the 

conversation to go too far into this area.  Remember, Jesus finishes this section with, “Whoever 

has ears, let them hear.”  Rather mysterious and vague language which has cautioned those in the 

Church to respond too quickly on whether they hear correctly what Jesus is saying. 

 

Discussion Questions: 

1. How do you deal with weeds in your garden?  Do you get down on your hands and knees 

to pull them, or do you chemically exterminate them? 

2. Jesus says that the enemy is the devil (Matthew 13:39).  What do you know about the 

devil? 

3. Who is the “everyone” who is asleep in verse 25?   

4. Who are the owner’s servants in verse 27? 

5. What is the danger of judgmental attitudes in the church? 

6. Who is Jesus in this parable?  

 

Telling Your Story 

Have you had a time in your life when your experience of God’s mercy and 

forgiveness caused you in turn to “slow down” what might have been a quick 

and impulsive reaction toward another person?  How does your 

understanding of God’s patient mercy toward you influence how you behave 

toward others?  Use the space below to tell of a time when you treated 

someone with mercy or, if this is a growing place for you, a time when you 

wish you had “slowed down.”   
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July 7 – Luke 15:11-32  “The Parable of the Loving Father” 

 

Thoughts Behind the Story: 

 Now we have come to one of the most beloved parables of all time.  While many refer to 

it as the Parable of the Prodigal Son, the truth of the matter is it is more about a father who has 

two different sons, and how he responds to each. 

 As with most parables, the context is important.  One needs to begin at the beginning of 

the chapter where we find Jesus surrounded by tax collectors and sinners.  The Pharisees are 

within earshot of Jesus and they exclaim that he welcomes sinners and eats with them.  It is 

interesting to wonder just who these “sinners” are.  Presumably the tax collectors are lumped into 

the group, but who exactly are the others, and what have they done to be considered unwelcome 

by the Pharisees? 

 Anyway, Jesus overhears their comment and tells three parables, all about things that are 

lost but then are found.  First is the Parable of the Lost Sheep, next is the Parable of the Lost 

Coin, and third is the Parable of the Lost Son or Loving Father.  The thing that connects all three 

parables, besides things that are lost, is that when they are found, a party is thrown to celebrate 

the finding of that which was lost.  The Parable of the Loving Father is the longest of the three.  

 There is much to get surprised by in this parable.  The first is that the youngest son, who 

has no rights to his father’s estate, asks for “his share” so he could take off on his own.  The 

Jewish audience would hear this and immediately think there is something wrong with the father.  

Further, to grant a request such as this implies that the younger son wishes his dad were dead; 

that is the only way an inheritance would get paid out. 

 Another surprise happens when the wayward son hits rock bottom and is left to eat pig 

food.  Again, a Jewish audience would either laugh at this or be repulsed by this. 

 The son comes up with a plan to return home defeated and ashamed, and willing to work 

as a hired hand.  He has his speech ready and rehearses it.  But it isn’t needed.  The father has 

been waiting and watching (for how long?).  He spots his son from a distance and then (also a 

surprise to a Jewish audience for whom aged men running is a social no-no) the father takes off 

toward him.  The son starts the speech but the father isn’t paying attention.  He calls for the 

servants to bring a new change of clothes and prepare a feast. 

 This is where most Christians stop reading.  But Jesus’ intention is really to take the story 

to the next level.  There is another son, the eldest, and he stayed home.  When he hears about the 

party and about his returned brother, he is not happy.  Why should he be?  That good-for-nothing 

took part of what really belonged to him and wasted it (notice how the eldest son elaborates by 

saying the son spent the money on prostitutes; that is not in the earlier description of what the 

wayward son was doing), all the while he stayed home and worked.   

 The father comes out and pleads with his brother to join the party, but the brother is too 

angry.  The father tries to encourage his son by reminding him that everything the father has 

belongs to him, too.  The father then establishes the point of the party; one who was dead is alive 

again. 
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 It remains to the listener/reader to imagine what happened next.  But, if this parable is 

really pointed toward the Pharisees who are critical of the company Jesus keeps, the assumption 

is that the rest of the story does not include the older brother in the party. 

 But you are left to imagine nonetheless. 

 

 

Discussion Questions: 

1. Which son do you identify with most? 

2. Have you ever witnessed a “conversion” where a person has a complete turn around? 

3. Many have described this parable as a story of extreme grace.  Why does the older 

brother (and the Pharisees) resist grace? 

4. Would you describe the style of the church, especially in regard to people going through 

changes because of the Gospel, a party-place?  What could be done to make it so or even 

more? 

5. How do you suppose the story ends?  Does the eldest son join the party?  Does the 

youngest son redeem his ways and become a dutiful son?  What becomes of the 

relationship between the brothers?    

6. Are there other ways of thinking who the father is in this story without attributing that 

role to God? 

 

Telling Your Story: 

Grace is a word that describes the undeserved surprise that God is for you.  

Grace is woven into this story, but it depends on which character you identify 

with.  Have you had a moment in your life when God’s grace became real to 

you?  Write in one sentence what grace is to you.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 14 – Matthew 25:1-13  “The Parable of the Wise and Foolish 

Maidens” 

 

Thoughts Behind the Story: 

 Jesus begins this chapter alluding to a previous conversation.  The conversation he builds 

on begins at chapter 24:1 where Jesus is speaking with his disciples about “the end of the age” 

(24:3).  The key passages that lead into chapter 25 are 24:36 (“About that day and hour, no one 
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knows…”), and 24:42 (“Therefore keep watch…”).  Jesus is pointing the disciples to a time 

when God will bring about an apocalyptic crisis for humanity. 

 So, the parable in 25:1-13 is an almost expected thing.  Jesus is addressing the disciples 

and suggesting that not even they will be spared unless they somehow become like the wise 

maidens.  There is a similar theme of this parable with the parable of wise and foolish builders 

mentioned in Luke 6:46-49 (June 9).  Whereas in the Luke 6 parable the encouragement is in 

building on a solid foundation, in Matthew 25 the difference is in keeping enough oil for one’s 

lamp. 

 So, what is this oil?  Martin Luther said it was faith.  But that suggests that faith is 

something we can maintain (don’t we say that faith is a gift?).  Can one run out of faith?  A 

better explanation is the discipleship (or disciplines) necessary to keep faith active.  Being in 

worship every week, committing to daily prayer and devotional reading, serving on a ministry 

team, being a part of a small group or other spiritual accountability gathering, these things (and 

others) are essential to keeping faith as a priority.   

The allusion to “maidens” is interesting and important.  The Greek word may also be 

translated as “virgin.”  In reality it refers to a post-pubescent, non-married female.  This may be a 

very unfair statement, but I think Jesus uses these maidens as the subject of this parable because 

some young women are flighty and emotional.  Such women might gather for a pending wedding 

with nothing more than giddy excitement.  But there are also young women who are more 

composed and better prepared; they bring enough oil.  Having said this, it may be Jesus did not 

use young men as the subject of the parable because he knew that rational, prepared, mature 

young men are indeed rare (remember, he spoke this parable before the Boy Scouts came into 

existence!).   

  Waiting is a key theme.  However one approaches this parable and whatever roles are 

assigned, there is a promise that there will be waiting.  What better way to explain to his listeners 

that the unfolding of God’s kingdom is going to take time (a long time!) than to tell a story about 

waiting maidens.  What is it going to take to wait?  This is an especially important question in a 

culture like ours where we are “fast-food-everything,” and where waiting is one of our worst 

qualities.  What does it mean for us as people of faith to wait for God to show up, and what does 

it mean for us as churches to wait for God to reveal God’s plan?  Learning the lessons of waiting 

are really important.   

 Maybe something needs to be said about “apocalyptic literature.”  This portion of 

Matthew (as well as Mark 13 and Luke 21) speak about a coming reckoning.  One might add 2 

John, 3 John, Jude, and Revelation to this list.  The problem is that such literature was intended 

to encourage those who were persecuted; few of us are persecuted like the first-century 

Christians.  Persecutions ramp up not only the importance of maintaining faith, but also call for 

the question; are you in or are you out?  While we don’t often like to talk about those who want 

“out,” this is a parable that suggests that, by virtue of people’s lack of oil for their lamps, they 

have chosen not to be in it for the long haul (or the heavy lifting).  And while we don’t like to 

think about this, the result is hearing, “Sorry, the door is closed.” 

 

Discussion Questions: 

1. What do you think is the meaning of the oil and the lamps?  Whatever the oil is, evidently 

it can run out.  Whatever the lamp is, evidently it is dependent on the oil. 

2. The maidens need to wait for the arrival of the bridegroom.  Where is the bride?  Who is 

the bride? 
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3. What is the challenge in our culture of waiting?  Do you wait well? 

4. What does it mean for you to “wait on the Lord?”  What do you wait for in a spiritual 

sense?  Is it something you need now?  Do you wait for the Lord’s second coming? 

5. What do you think about the second coming of Jesus?  Do you expect that soon, or do 

you think far in the future?  Or do you think this is a metaphor for your death when you 

will go to Jesus, and not so much when he goes to you? 

6. How do you process the closing of the doors to the foolish maidens?  What do you think 

about eternal damnation?  

 

Telling Your Story: 

You are participating right now in an activity that keeps your “lamp lit” and 

your faith active.  Use the space below to answer the question “why are you in 

a small group—why is it important to you?” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 21 – Matthew 13:44-46    “The Parables of the Treasures and Pearls” 

 

Thoughts Behind the Story: 

 Matthew 13 is full of parables (we have already considered the parable of the wheat and 

tares in 13:24-30).  Matthew interjects a critical insight in verse 34: “Jesus spoke all these things 

to the crowd in parables; he did not say anything to them without using a parable.”  Then 

Matthew calls us to recall in verse 35 that “the prophet” (actually whoever wrote The Psalms) 

said, “I will open my mouth in parables, I will utter things hidden since the creation of the 

world.”  It is quite interesting to think that what Jesus is unveiling in these parables are secrets 

from the dawn of creation. 

 But what is Jesus revealing in these two parables?  It is helpful to read these in tandem.  

They might be said to be different sides of the same coin.  In the first, a man stumbles upon a 

treasure.  Evidently it was common in the first century to hide treasures (remember, there were 

no banks, security boxes, or storage units).  Was this man looking for the treasure, or was he just 

strolling along and tripped over it?  It isn’t clear.  And what is the treasure?  We assume that it is 

a box with gold or some other collection of valuables (a lot of us watched a lot of pirate movies 

growing up!).  But it could just as well have been a Babe Ruth-signed baseball, or (more likely 

since he doesn’t pick it up and walk away with it) a buried 1957 Chevy Nomad.   

 It also makes us wonder whose field it is.  Does the field belong to someone who buried 

the treasure, forgot about it, and inadvertently sold it?  Or, was the field public property that the 
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man went to the courthouse and petitioned for?  And how much did it cost?  Evidently it cost a 

lot, at least everything the man had. 

 The key to the parable isn’t what the treasure is or whose treasure it was or who owned 

the field.  The point of the parable is how the treasure possessed the man.  His motivation to buy 

the field is almost unreasonable (can you imagine coming home to his wife and explaining they 

have no more money, but they have a 1957 Chevy Nomad?).  He is uncontrollable in his quest to 

possess that which has possessed him.  Such a parable might resonate with those like us in a 

consumer-based society where we easily just “have to have” whatever the jingle is hocking. 

 In the second parable the thing being sought is fine pearls.  In this one the merchant is 

definitely seeking.  Evidently the merchant is not looking for pearls in the water (such as in 

Ernest Hemingway’s classic, The Pearl), but is shopping for it among other merchants.  Again, 

there are many questions that haunt us.  When the merchant finds the one pearl so valuable, how 

can he justify selling everything to buy one pearl?  Doesn’t he know anything about diversifying 

his inventory?  Now he has one pearl when before he had many.  Is he going to be able to sell it 

for a price greater than that which he paid?  And without any wealth, he’ll need to turn this 

transaction around fairly soon, or he won’t eat.  Or, maybe he can go bury it in a field until he 

finds a buyer.  The whole story sounds like an unwise business plan. 

 As with the man finding the treasure, all of the “practical” questions take a back seat to 

the passion the merchant has in possessing the pearl of great price.  It appears the merchant will 

do everything in his power to eventually own it. 

 In both parables there is a point of risk that both the man and the merchant take.  The man 

reburies the treasure and goes away to raise the capital to purchase the land.  The merchant finds 

the pearl, but has to leave it in order to raise the capital to eventually buy the pearl.   

 Remember, these parables are revealing what the kingdom of God is like.  We can’t read 

these parables as common and ordinary ways that people conduct business.  That is exactly what 

parables don’t do.  Parables are outlandish stories that catch the hearer by surprise and maybe 

even offends the hearer because nobody acts like that. 

 And therein lies the entrance into thinking how these parables reveal the purpose and plan 

of God.  Nobody acts like God.  God is going to offend those who expect there are correct ways 

for God to act; God is going to blessedly surprise those who are willing to break the prevailing 

rules in order to discover something amazing. 

 However you assign roles and identities in these parables, make sure you leave open the 

possibility of improbable behaviors, both for God and for human activity.  It seems then we 

might be discovering “things hidden since the creation of the world.” 

 

Discussion Questions: 

1. How do these parables work if you are the man or the merchant and the treasure/pearl is 

the Gospel? 

2. How do these parables work if God/Jesus is the man or the merchant and the 

treasure/pearl is you? 

3. How do these parables work if the church is the man or the merchant and the 

treasure/pearl is those who don’t know the Gospel? 

4. How do these parables work if a parent is the man or the merchant and the treasure/pearl 

is a child who has walked away from the church? 

5. The man went with joy to sell everything in order to buy the field to get the treasure.  It is 

assumed that the merchant also had an element of joy in pursuing the purchase of the 
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greatest pearl he had ever found.  What is the joy of God/Jesus like?  Do we in the church 

have both a drive and a joy in pursuing the spiritual treasure?  If not, why not?  If the 

church does, what does that joy look like? 

6. What is one question you pursue and seek an answer from God? 

 

 

Telling Your Story: 

Use the space below to tell of a time in your life when you felt pursued (and 

maybe caught) by Jesus Christ.  How did you feel?  How did you react?  Did 

you/do you pursue him back?  If you don’t have a time in your life when you 

felt pursued, how does the idea of Jesus pursuing us make you feel?   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 28 – Luke 16:1-9  “The Parable of the Shrewd Manager” 

 

Thoughts Behind the Story: 

 It has been said by Bible commentaries that this parable is one of the hardest to make 

sense of.  Is it possible that Jesus is rewarding a guy who is ripping off his employer?  It looks 

like that on the surface. 

 But let’s get below the surface.  As with many parables, context is important.  This 

parable follows immediately the parable of the Loving Father, Luke 15:11-32 (also known as the 

parable of the Prodigal Son).  In both parables people of questionable character squander wealth 

that they did not earn.  Both parables tell of a reversal of ways; the son and the manager “come 

to their senses.” 

 Further context places this parable just before another parable that begins with, “There 

was a rich man...”  The second parable is about the rich man and Lazarus (to be studied on 

August 18).  The accumulation of wealth seems to be the connection.  

Although Jesus is speaking to his disciples at the beginning of the chapter, in verse 14 we 

discover that the Pharisees are close by and they hear this parable about the shrewd manager.  It 

says they are lovers of money, and their response to Jesus is to sneer at him.  Presumably they 

are gathering additional evidence that Jesus is against them and against the ways of the Temple. 
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This is a tough parable to wrestle with.  Following the exegetical work of a Lutheran 

theologian, Pastor Brian Stoffregen, I would suggest there are multiple ways to look at this 

parable.  I will lift up five possibilities: 

1. The point of the parable is not the dishonesty of the manager, but his wise decision 

making in a crisis.  His whole future depends on quick thinking and immediate action.  

The Gospel is proclaimed, the Gospel is heard, but will the hearer respond NOW? 

2. The shrewd manager did everything in his power to make his situation better.  How 

often does the church do everything in its power to do ministry better?  One needs to 

extract the ethically questionable behavior of the manager to ask how the church can 

employ its best and highest resources to advance the Gospel, and to connect with the 

community? 

3. Maybe Jesus is telling this parable to indict the Pharisees (they are overhearing him).  

Maybe he is saying that the rewarding of a dishonest manager is so absurd that no one 

would believe it.  It’s about a cheater that expects to be rewarded for his dishonest 

actions.  Maybe Jesus is pointing toward the Pharisees who have the reputation of 

making the Law hard on everyone else, but not on themselves.  Do they expect to be 

praised by God for doing that?  Maybe Jesus is calling into question those who try to 

take advantage of loopholes in order to gain God’s favor.  Good luck with that.  Don’t 

be like a shrewd manager. 

4. Maybe Jesus is pointing to the positive quality of someone who comes to a crisis, 

replacing the priority of money with the priority of friendships.  We are invited, after 

all, by Jesus to love our neighbor and not our wealth. 

5. Perhaps the manager was within his legal rights to reduce the debts.  Maybe the 

landowner has set the terms, but the manager is given freedom to set the interest.  

This way the manager, acting as the middle man, can charge a percent or more for 

himself, with the landowner receiving what is rightfully due him.  Maybe the shrewd 

manager is reducing his cut, and allowing the landowner to still get what is his.  I 

realize this is a bit of a stretch, but I sort of like where it leads (which is, all’s well 

that ends well). 

It may help, as we read this parable, not to get too hung up on the legality or immorality 

of the manager’s actions, but focus on his shrewdness.  It appears his assessment of his situation, 

and the plan he comes up with to remedy the situation, is the key. 

So, however we look at this parable, one thing is sure: the shrewd manager is acting to 

guarantee his own future by reducing the debts with the hope of gaining favor.  But there is also 

humor in the story: the manager secures his future by doing what he is accused of doing in the 

first place, playing fast and loose with his master’s profits.  And so the master is now in the 

uncomfortable position of either accepting the reduced amounts, or losing face with his debtors! 

(I am indebted to New Testament theologian Robert Tannehill for this insight). 

 Have fun with this one! 

 

Discussion Questions: 

1. What do you think of the actions of the shrewd manager? 

2. Is this the kind of person you want to do business with? 

3. Facing a crisis, the manager quickly comes up with a plan to secure his future.  You may 

debate the ethical nature of his decision, but do you think most Christians think as 

shrewdly about their spiritual future? 
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4. Some say that every parable is a self-disclosure of Jesus about his ministry.  If this is true, 

who is Jesus in the story?  Is he the shrewd manager?  Is he the landowner?  Is he the 

thing behind the crisis (the invisible force that makes the manager act)?  Is he one of the 

debtors who benefits from the manager’s shrewd business practice? 

5. Who are you? 

 

 

 

Telling Your Story: 

Does your faith life influence how you do business?  Is it important, or do you 

leave “church” at the door when you are dealing with money or commerce?  

Use the space below to tell of a time when your faith influenced a business or 

financial decision – or of a time when it did not and you wish it had.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 4 – Luke 13:18-21  “The Parables of Mustard Seed and Yeast” 

 

Thoughts Behind the Story: 

 As Lutherans who read the Bible as a way of engaging the Living God, we don’t get hung 

up on scientific or historic issues that are at odds with what is in the Bible.  This is one such case.  

The way Matthew tells this parable, he has Jesus say that the mustard seed is the smallest of all 

the seeds.  It is not.  In both Matthew and Luke, Jesus says that the mustard seed grows and 

becomes a tree.  It does not (it is a shrub by any measurable standard).  

 The point is not lost.  The tiny nature of the mustard seed will/can develop into 

something of greater significance.  It has the potential, not just to be a mustard plant, but to offer 

birds a place to perch.  One wonders if the metaphor of being a habitat for birds echoes Jesus 

elsewhere when he identifies birds as being of value (Luke 12:24 – “Consider the ravens: they 

neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how 

much more value are you than the birds!”).  Perhaps what becomes of something so small is to 

be a refuge for the very thing that could just as easily devour it! 

 Luke alone quotes Jesus as saying the seed is planted in a garden.  Whenever the word 

“garden” appears, one can’t help but think back to another tree in another garden which became 

for humanity its curse (i.e., the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil in the Garden of Eden).  

But one might also reflect on the purity laws of Leviticus 19:19 which prohibits the mixing of 

different seed in a plot of land.  Maybe Jesus is trying to push the envelope of the legal restraints 

of the Jews by encouraging them to consider the ridiculous nature of many purity laws of Torah 
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(he certainly does that in other places, such as his challenge of the Pharisees’ and their ritual for 

external cleaning while remaining internally corrupt). 

 The connection of the next parable, the kingdom of God being like yeast, implies that 

something so small can make a huge difference.  A little yeast, when mixed into 60 pounds of 

flour, will result in something much greater than what one started with. 

 The nature of both parables is the “mystery” of how these things happen.  You cannot sit 

and watch a mustard seed grow to a large bush, and you cannot put yeast in dough and watch it 

become something more immediately.  It takes time.  Its progress is slow and even 

imperceptible.  But it happens.  And you can’t make it happen (other than dropping the seed in 

the ground or the yeast into the dough); it does what it does on its own. 

 One cannot help but think that the self-disclosure aspect of these parables is found 

elsewhere when Jesus said of himself, “Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into 

the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit (John 12:24).”  

Jesus, who is this small and insignificant peasant, in a hick-town somewhere in Galilee, 

eventually will be buried in the ground.  And then watch what will happen.  The result is greater 

than any bush/tree or rising dough. 

 

Discussion Questions: 

1. Who would have thought, as they stood around listening to Jesus tell stories about seeds 

and yeast, that he would become the most significant individual in history (at least the 

history of the western world), and that he would spawn a movement that claimed billions 

of followers throughout the centuries?  What other historic movement can you think of 

which started small and became huge? 

2. The parable implies that growth is a key attribute of the kingdom of God.  Does that 

suggest that if a church isn’t growing numerically it is not reflecting the presence of God? 

3. Which is more important to you, a small and intimate church where everyone is involved 

doing good things for the community, or a large church where some people do impressive 

things for the community? 

4. How does a person of faith grow faith?  According to the parable, kingdom growth 

happens quietly and invisibly.  Can you grow faith, or does faith naturally grow?  Are 

there things you can do to thwart the growth of faith? 

5. The mustard seed grew to become a bush/tree for the birds to perch in.  The yeast mixed 

with the dough became (presumably) bread for people to eat.  What is the value of a faith 

that grows?  Or, what is the value of a church that grows faithfully? 

 

Telling Your Story: 

Do you think that the church is important in the world and in our city?  Christ 

Lutheran Church seeks to serve our neighborhood, city, and world faithfully.  

Use the space below to tell the story most important to you of CLC’s faithful 

service.    
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August 11 – Luke 14:16-24  “The Parable of the Great Banquet” 

 

Thoughts Behind the Story: 

 This parable is told in Matthew (22:1-14) and Luke.  It might be helpful to become 

familiar with Matthew’s version as well as Luke’s (though our emphasis will be on Luke’s).   

Luke’s telling of this parable is quite different than Matthew’s.  In Matthew, the one 

throwing the party was the king; in Luke, it is “a certain man.”  In Matthew, the banquet is a 

wedding feast for a son; in Luke, it is just a banquet.  In Matthew, the servants who deliver the 

invitations are killed by the banquet nay-sayers; not in Luke.  In Matthew, the banquet thrower 

invites in the bad and the good; in Luke, the ones invited in are the poor, the crippled, the blind, 

and the lame. 

 Luke tells a softer version of the parable.  Why?  It seems that the point of the parable is 

getting to the place where the outcasts are given a place of prominence.  That, from Luke’s 

perspective, is what the kingdom of God is all about.  Matthew has a sharper edge.  He is more 

concerned with responding properly to the claim of Jesus as the Son of God (the one for whom a 

banquet is being thrown).  If you turn down the invitation, well, bad on you.  Matthew seems to 

be more focused on those who turn down the invitation. 

 Another significant difference between Matthew and Luke is that in Matthew, those 

invited to the banquet don’t give excuses.  They simply “paid no attention.”  But in Luke, those 

on the A-list come up with excuses (“I just bought a field and must go see it,” “I just bought five 

yoke of oxen and am on my way to try them out,” “I just got married”).  In keeping with the 

sardonic way Jesus tells stories, the listeners to Luke’s version of the parable might think, 

“Those are lame excuses” (Accept maybe for the one about just getting married; maybe that guy 

has something else he needs to do!). 

 As with many of Jesus’ stories, there seems to be a finger pointing at the religious leaders 

(i.e., Pharisees, scribes, teachers of the law, etc.) for being the A-list folk who turn down the 

opportunity to attend God’s party.  They remove themselves, and the banquet-thrower at the end 

says, “Not one of those who were invited will get a taste of my banquet” (verse 24).  So, the 

sense is that the A-list will be replaced by the B, C, D, X, Y, Z-list.  And the A-listers refusal at 

attending the party is to the benefit of the others. 

 A critical request of the banquet-thrower is that “my house will be full.”  We have no 

idea why the banquet is being thrown.  Why is a full banquet important?  Clearly this is a huge 

deal for the banquet-thrower.  The cost involved is most likely massive.  Is there going to be 

entertainment?  What is the menu (in the Matthew version significant amounts of beef are being 
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prepared).  There are so many questions given in this parable, but the “for sure” thing is that the 

house (not room or hall or auditorium) must be full. 

 Is this a reference to heaven?  Or maybe a reference to the gathering of faithful people 

(i.e., the church?)?  If we Christians are those sending out the invitations, is the idea that we need 

to invite and gather in until our churches are full? 

 

Discussion Questions: 

1. What do you think the banquet is all about?  In Matthew’s version, it is a wedding 

banquet.  What do you think about this one? 

2. What do you think about the excuses?  What are some of the excuses you’ve heard as to 

why people won’t attend a worship service or make a faith commitment? 

3. What is it like to be told, “No,” to a faith invitation?   

4. What is the significance of having a “full house?”  What do you think that means? 

5. Who are the poor, crippled, blind, and lame that need to be invited?  What do we need to 

invite them to? 

6. Do you see yourself as the banquet-thrower, those who make excuses, the servants, or the 

poor/crippled/blind/lame?  Who is God? 

 

Telling Your Story: 

The first group of individuals invited to the feast seem to have been doing 

okay on their own – while the second group seems to really have needed a 

good meal.  Some people accept Jesus’ invitation into a life of faith and 

discipleship, and others do not.  As you discuss this with your small group, 

use the space below to articulate in one easily spoken sentence why you said 

“yes.”   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 18 – Luke 16:19-31  “The Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus” 

 

Thoughts Behind the Story: 

 Jesus talks a lot about money, especially in the Gospel according to Luke. Sixteen of the 

thirty-eight parables have a money theme woven into them.  Next to the kingdom of God, Jesus 

spoke about money more than he did anything else (including love, heaven, and being good). 
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     In Luke 16 alone, money is a huge theme.  We have already looked at the parable of the 

shrewd manager (Luke 16:1-9) on July 28.  In verse 11 Jesus says, “If you have not been 

trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches?”  In verse 13 he 

flatly states, “You cannot serve both God and money (or mammon).”   Then, after an interlude of 

talking about the Pharisees (who are lovers of money), the Law, and divorce, Jesus then tells this 

parable of the rich man and Lazarus. 

 The attainment of wealth, according to Jewish wisdom (and many Old Testament 

passages) is evidence that one is blessed/favored by God.  So, for Jesus to set the rich man in the 

parable as someone who ends up in Hades will catch the hearer by surprise.  Why did he go to 

Hades?  Did he steal in order to get his money?  We don’t know.  Did he abuse the poor for his 

selfish gain?  We don’t know.  Did he dismiss the poor on his way to work, failing to give them 

alms, thinking they were blights on the city?  We don’t know.  All we know is that he had the 

best (nice clothes and lived in luxury every day), and now he is in eternal agony.  It would cause 

a righteous, God-fearing Jew (or Christian) to wonder how come he got such a raw deal. 

 Lazarus, on the other hand, is not just poor, he is abject.  His name in Hebrew means, 

“God helps.”  But clearly God was not helping him in life.  His lowliness is exasperated by his 

physical condition which leaves him being cared for by street dogs.  Yuck!  And yet Lazarus gets 

eternal comfort. 

 A note: Hades is not our modern notion of hell.  Jesus is using language familiar with in 

the Greek world where the lower world is run by the god Hades (Pluto in the Roman pantheon).  

In Greek mythology it is not a place of everlasting fire, but in this parable there is agony due to 

the presence of fire.  While the rich man is described as being in torment, evidently he is able to 

converse with Abraham (how does that happen?); our minds are left to imagine what all this 

means.  It may be important to remember that Jesus is telling a parable, not necessarily giving a 

theological answer to eternity. 

 The rich man appeals to Abraham, but Abraham is of no help.  A great chasm “has been 

set in place.”  Actually, that chasm existed long before either of the two died.  Perhaps this is one 

of the messages of the parable; how do we (especially we who live in relative luxury) bridge the 

emotional, relational, economic, and spiritual gap between the haves and the have nots?  

 Is this to imply that our future salvation is determined by our compassion now?  One can 

make that argument.  What about this idea of being saved by grace through faith?  One could 

further argue that faith is not simply a matter of the heart, but a matter of discipleship (in which 

responding to grace is a set of behavioral activities).  And, of course, one will need to wrestle 

with how much compassion is needed to avoid Hades?  Is sponsoring a child in a third world 

setting enough, or do we need to sponsor twelve?   

 Verse 31 suggests that those who have not listened to Moses (the Law) and the prophets 

will not pay attention to someone who would return from the dead.  Is that a warning against the 

Pharisees?  Or is it a suggestion that if just anyone returns from the dead it would not be enough, 

but if the Son of God were to raise from the dead, that would be a different story!  One would 

hope that this is the case, because few Christians have any sense what Moses (the Law) and the 

prophets say, but we do pay attention to Jesus.  

 

Discussion Questions: 

1. How should the church help the poor? 
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2. Apart from the money you give to the church (which, in a small part, is used to respond 

to poverty/homelessness/hunger in our community and around the world), what sorts of 

ways do you help the poor? 

3. What do you think about Hades/hell?  Do you think it is a real place?  If so, what is it 

like?  Who is destined to go there? 

4. The rich man pleads for Abraham to tell his brothers about the lot that awaits them if they 

don’t change.  How do you awaken others who are choosing a self-destructive path?   

5. Where is the good news in this parable? 

 

Telling Your Story: 

The extreme poverty of a Lazarus eating the crumbs beneath a rich man’s 

table isn’t a first century archaeological curiosity – it is very present in 2019, 

and very present in our community.  Wrestling with the reality of poverty as 

Christians is deeply important.  Use the space below to tell a story of when 

you have advocated for or served someone in poverty.  How did it affect you?  

Did you see Jesus in a new way?  What did you think, and how did you feel? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 25 – Luke 12:13-21  “The Parable of the Rich Fool” 

 

Thoughts Behind the Story: 

 Many of us can tell a story about how the division of an estate divided a family.  

Actually, it isn’t the division of the estate, but greed in the family that divides.  Jesus is asked to 

help someone get some of the family money.  Wrong thing to ask Jesus.  As has been noted, 

Jesus has some very sharp things to say about those who have been influenced by the 

accumulation of money. 

 Note how Jesus begins the parable.  He doesn’t say that the man worked his tail off to 

attain a big harvest.  It says “the ground” yielded an abundant harvest.  Isn’t that the way most of 

what we get in life is, pure chance?  Oh, we may do things to make our success a bit more likely 

(i.e., choose good ground, water abundantly, get an education, hitch our ride to a known winner), 

but we are really just improving our odds.  Who can predict the weather, the stock market, or 

health?  Really, to say “the ground” yielded the harvest is the most accurate way to give credit. 

 The farmer’s desire to build larger barns may be a good business decision.  A larger 

harvest is going to require larger holdings.  But for what purpose?  The farmer in the parable is 

simply wanting to keep everything for himself (“Take life easy; eat, drink, and be merry”).   

 But is that the purpose of life?  To hit the jack pot and then live life easily?  The self-

centered focus seems to be the thing Jesus takes issue with.  The point seems to be that once he is 
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gone, all that will be distributed is the wealth he accumulated, but not the value of what his life 

could have stood for.  Money is just money; but money in abundance used to benefit others 

leaves a lasting legacy of shared blessings. 

 This is a rare parable where God makes an appearance.  The farmer isn’t called a sinner, 

but a fool.  While greed may be a sin, what it is perhaps even worse is the withholding of a 

means to make life better for others. 

 It appears that being “rich toward God” has something to do with what you do with the 

material wealth you gain in life (this is not so far different from other parables that involve 

money, notably the parable of the rich man and Lazarus in Luke 16:19-31).  The parable follows 

a declaration from Jesus to “be on your guard against all kinds of greed.”  It appears that, though 

there may be other types of greed, the kind of greed that looks only to oneself at the expense of 

others, is very, very foolish.   

 

 

Discussion Questions: 

1. We U.S. Americans have a lot of stuff.  The storage unit industry is booming.  In light of 

this parable, what does this say about “stuff” challenging our faith? 

2. The question posed in the parable, “Who will get what you have prepared for yourself?” 

is a good one.  Who will get your stuff?  Do you have a will and/or a trust?  If so, do you 

have any provisions that a portion of your estate will go to benefit a charity or church 

after you are gone? 

3. Do you have a story of a family divided by the division of an estate? 

4. Notice that God says in the parable that his life will be demanded of him.  Everything this 

man has, even his life, is not his own.  Do you believe everything you have comes to you 

as a gift from God? 

5. Describe what being “rich toward God” looks like to you. 

 

Telling Your Story: 

The farmer’s foolishness seems to be that, in his mind, his material wealth will 

secure spiritual joy (notice his language is filled with “I, me, my”).  It is one of 

CLC’s core values to “give freely.”  How has generosity impacted your faith 

life?  Have you had a moment when God became real to you through your 

free gifts?  Use the space below to tell your story of God’s presence in 

generosity.   
   

  

        

         

 

 

 

  


