
Believe - week 3

Ephesians 1:4-10

11 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined

according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the

counsel of his will, 12 so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might

be to the praise of his glory. 13 In him you also, when you heard the word

of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with

the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is the guarantee] of our inheritance until

we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.



Doctrine 101: Perseverance of the Saints

What it is…
Everyone who is truly born again will be sustained by God to persevere in their

relationship with Him until the end of their earthly lives and will go on to live eternity in
heaven with Jesus Christ.

Commonly heard as:
“Once saved, always saved.”

Common questions:
Can true Christians lose their salvation?

How can we know if we are truly born again?

Key idea #1
God’s power will keep us in our walks

Key scriptures
John 6:38-40; John 10:27-29; 1 John 5:13; Ephesians

1:13-14; 1 Peter 1:5

Key idea #2
With full reliance on God, persevering in the

Christian life is one evidence that you are truly
saved.

Key scriptures
John 8:31-32; Matthew 10:22;

Colossisans 1:22-23; Hebrews 3:14

Key idea #3
Those who no longer walk with Christ (“fall away”)

may have looked like they were Christian.

Key scriptures
Matthew 7:21-23; Mark 4:5-6, John 6:70-71;

2 Corinthians 11:14-15; Hebrews 6:4-8

How can a Christian have complete confidence intheir salvation?
(1) Do I have a present trust in Christ for salvation?

Colossians 1:23, Hebrews 3:14; Hebrews 6;12; John 3:16
(2) Is there evidence of a regenerating work of the Holy Spirit in my heart?

Romans 8:15-16; 1 John 2:4-6, 4:13; Galatians 5:22-23; John 15:4, 7
(3) Do I see a long-term pattern of growth in my Christian life?

2 Peter 1:5-10, Philippians 2:12; Ephesians 4:13-16; 1 John 4:15-16

Pastoral notes:
● It’s natural to fear (humanly speaking) if we will lose our salvation, but 1 John 4:18 tells us that

“fear involves punishment” and we are not yet “complete in love” when this happens.
● God desires that we have a growing/maturing love for Him that is confident because of who He is

and what He has done for us on the cross and what He continues to do through His Holy Spirit.
● Throughout your life, you will see some walk away from Jesus Christ–pray for them–they may

come back.  If they don’t come back, it’s a sign they were never truly saved.  If they come back, it’s
evidence that their faith truly was genuine.  Either way–entrust people to the Lord.

● Guard your own heart and pray for yourself that the Holy Spirit will continue to help and guide you
in your walk.  Abide–remain–in Christ and depend on Him to bear fruit for the Kingdom of Heaven.
Always be on the lookout for godly fruit coming from your life in Christ.  We all have a need to
persevere in our walks with Christ and His church.


