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Everyone is making plans for this summer.  
Vacation plans.  Travel plans.  Plans to go 
to the beach or the cabin.  Plans to visit 
relatives.  These plans are not just frivo-
lous, they are needed.  After a long period 
of concern for isolating from one another and the world, it 
feels as though we are more normal than we’ve been for 
a long, long time. 

My plans for this summer?  Traveling up north for the 
most part.  In June, we will be gathering to celebrate my 
mother’s 90th birthday.  In July, we will gather in my 
home town to remember and celebrate my father’s life.  In 
August we will be traveling to Washington DC to visit Erin 
and her family.  Then, in the first weekend of September, we will once 
again travel to my hometown for my 50th high school class reunion.  So 
many events… so many emotions that will be attached to them. 

I’m fairly sure that I’ve not experienced a year like the last year… I  
suppose even the last two years might be included in that assessment.  
I certainly don’t mean to suggest I am the only one.  All of us have 
been on a roller coaster ride during these past two years.  Life presents 
that kind of dynamic every so often.  It’s really how we maneuver 
through it with our faith intact that makes the difference.   

Deuteronomy 31:6,8 teaches us to “Be strong and bold; have no fear or 
dread of them, because it is the Lord your God who goes before you. He will 
be with you; he will not fail you or forsake you.”  Is it enough for us to 
trust that God understands our situations?  It is enough to know that 
God always has our lives in His hands?   

I have that hope.  I hold fast to the faith that surpasses all understand-
ing, even though I may not know what the outcomes might be.  I can 
rest easy knowing that God is at hand.  Are better days ahead?  I have 
that hope.  I know I have been blessed time and time again.   

I pray you have that hope as well.  

Blessings to you this summer... 
 
 

Rev. Dr. Daren Flinck 
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“Worship the Lord with gladness...” - Psalm 100:2a   

June Worship: “Come and worship the Lord!” 

Sunday, June 5 
Pentecost Sunday 
Holy Communion 

“The Winds of Change” 
“The wind of God’s Holy Spirit 

can change our lives today!” 

- based on Acts 2:1-21 
  

Sunday, June 12 
Trinity Sunday 

Terry Miller @ Adrian 
Randy Shirbroun @ First 

 

High School Grad Scholarships: 
The First UMC Foundation once again is offering scholarships for young 
people who are considering entering college or tech school.  The awards 
are $600.00 for the first year, $800.00 for the 2nd year and $1,000.00 
for the third year.  First & Adrian (and former  
Emmanuel) UMC students may apply each year.  Applications may be 
picked up in the church office or emailed to the student upon  
request.  The deadline for applications is July 31st. 

UMC Summer Camping:   
A camping experience with your Minnesota United Methodist Camps has 
been part of countless people’s faith stories for generations.  Each 
camping event provides children, youth, families and adults with an  
opportunity to learn, play, experience God’s love in the outdoors, grow 
in faith in a safe atmosphere, and to reach their personal best!  Lives 
are changed forever!  The 2022 summer camping brochures are in the 
back of the church.  By the way, students attending Methodist Church 
Camps are eligible for scholarships from the First UMC Foundation.  
Please visit the website at: www.campminnesota.org to register -  
contact the church office for scholarship information.   

Sunday, June 19 
Father’s Day 

The 2nd Sunday after Pentecost 
Terry Miller @ Adrian & First 

  
Sunday, June 26 

The 3rd Sunday after Pentecost 

“The Straight Rows of the Field” 
“Jesus set his face straight forward  

toward Jerusalem.  We need to set our 

faces toward the things of God and the 

straight rows of the field will follow.” 

- based on Luke 9:51-62 
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Hello!  Welcome to the Family Light Update - 
where we shed some light on the Family Life 
Ministry of First United Methodist Church! 

I am so pleased to be a part of the  
ministry of First Methodist!  You must  
imagine my pleasure at being able to 
have a job that I trained for 25 years 
ago!  I graduated with my Masters in 
Christian Education from Bethel Seminary 
in 1997, and my husband Colin and I 
moved to Worthington a week later.  There 
were no jobs available in the area for what 
I’d trained in, so I taught English at  
Minnesota West for a few years (my undergrad 
major was English from the University of Oregon - Go Ducks!) and then I 
taught at Faith Christian High School for a couple of years before they 
closed and then I stayed home with our children for the next decade or 
more.  I’ve spent the past almost six years working at Love INC.  

Now, after all this time, I’m working in a church!  I am so eager to be 
involved in a place where I can do what God put in my heart to do many 
years ago. 

Here in the Family Life Office I am in the brainstorming stage.  I am 
looking at all levels of ideas and hopes and dreams for where we can go 
in our Family Life journey.  More than anything right now, I need input 
from you, the faithful members and attenders of our church.  What  
activities would you like to see us do together as a church body?  What 
do you want for our youth, our children, our adults?  Mission trips?  
Weekly  Bible studies?  Picnics in the park?  Book club?  Movie night?  
Wednesday evening gatherings with a meal and worship and teaching?  
I can’t guarantee you that we’ll do everything you ask for…at least not 
right away…but we’ll consider it, we’ll see what will work best for us, and 
we’ll implement what we can!  

One of the biggest things I’ll need from you in addition to your ideas is, 
potentially, your time.  I know that time is precious.  But let’s work  
together to see how we can take your volunteer time and use it to not 
only your benefit, but to the church’s benefit and, ultimately, to the glory 
of God! Many of the things we’d like to do can’t be done by me alone…
so please pray about how you can serve! 

Please stop by and say hello, give me a call or send me a note with  
ideas.  Help me brainstorm how together we can light up the church 
family life here at FUMC! 

Gretchen O’Donnell 
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Worthington VBS: Food Truck Party! 
We are encouraging all of our youth to join in the Vacation Bible 
School program being offered at First Lutheran.  We have partnered 
with them during this last year for Encounter and other events, so 
your children may already know some of their youth and some of our 
adults may be helping with the program as well.   

The Food Truck Party Vacation Bible School is coming June 12-15 from 
5:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at First Lutheran Church.  We will start each 
evening with dinner and then have TONS of fun learning, singing, 
making and playing.   

Go to felcwgtn.mycokesburyvbs.com to register!  Also, we are in need 
of volunteers.  If you would like to help out, with decoration, meals, 
stations, or shepherding kids, contact: Mark at 507-376-6148. 

Adrian VBS: Adventure to the Holy Land! 
This year’s theme for Vacation Bible School is Jerusalem Marketplace.  
On this faith-filled adventure, kids discover the culture that Jesus 
would have been exposed to.  Along the way, kids get to experience 
the hustle and bustle of the marketplace.  Each day at Jerusalem  
Marketplace VBS, kids will adventure through field-tested rotations 
that reinforce relevant Bible Points and immerse kids in the  
culture.  Each day, one memorable Bible Point is reinforced throughout 
each station, making it easy to apply long after VBS is over.  

We will use the St. Adrian Educational Center for VBS from June 20th 
to the 24th.  VBS w ill run from 9 am to 12 pm each day.  The 
cost for VBS is $15 per child or $20 per family.  There will be a potluck 
meal on Friday evening to celebrate everything that the children have 
learned throughout the week.  More information will about the potluck 
be made available as we get closer.  If you need assistance getting 
your child to VBS, please reach out to Kelsey Fuerstenberg to connect 
you with other families.  To register, or volunteer to help, please reach 
out to either Kelsey Fuerstenberg to get your children signed up.  

Kelsey’s contact information: 
Office phone: (507)- 483- 2319 Cell phone: 507-360-5643 
Email: kelseyfuerst16@gmail.com 

Please feel free to reach out at any point.  Kelsey’s office hours are 
from 8:30-4:30 Monday through Friday, so if you call the office phone 
and receive no answer, please leave a clear name and number so  
Kelsey can get back to you.  Please contact via text to the cell phone if 
that is easier for you as well, or email at any point.  Kelsey will get 
back to you through all contacts as quickly as possible.  

mailto:kelseyfuerst16@gmail.com
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Operation Christmas Child: 
We are collecting items for the Operation Christmas Child boxes which 
will be packed in November.  From now until October each month, we 
will highlight an area that we will be collecting items for that can be 
packed in the boxes.  These items can be brought to the church and put 
in the collection box in the narthex.  The age groups that the boxes will 
be packed for are ages 2-4, 5-9 and 10-14 for both boys and girls.  You 
will still have the option to pack a box on your own if you wish. 

For June and July we will be collecting WOW items for boys and girls.  A 
WOW item is a bigger gift that is added to box with the other items.  
Ideas for girls are a baby doll with accessories, Barbie doll, small  
musical instrument (recorder or harmonica), backpack, stuffed  
animal.  Ideas for boys are a toy truck or car, soccer ball with pump, 
small musical instrument (recorder or harmonica), backpack, stuffed  
animals. 

Monetary donations will also be accepted which will go toward  
purchasing additional items for the boxes and also to help with the  
postage to send the boxes overseas.  The Missions Committee thanks 
you for your interest in this project.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Pam Soderholm. 

UMCOR: Helping the People of Ukraine: 
United Methodists and others wishing to provide humanitarian  
assistance to the Ukrainian people in the wake of the Russian invasion 
of their country may contribute to Advance #982450, UMCOR  
(United Methodist Committee On Relief) International Disaster  
Response and Recovery. This fund will provide direct assistance to 
those in Ukraine as well as assistance to Ukrainians fleeing to  
neighboring countries.  You can make your gift to support the people of 
Ukraine by check made out to First UMC with “Advance #982450 - 
Ukraine” written on the memo line.  One hundred percent of all  
Advance contributions go to the designated cause. 

Sunday Morning Coffee: 
Come to the Fellowship Hall on Sunday mornings before church to 
enjoy a cup of coffee or juice and a roll along with some  
fellowship; we begin at 10:00 A.M.  We are looking for persons to 
help serve on a rotating basis.  Please contact Pam Soderholm if you 
are willing to help. 
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Our Church App: 
Download our free app on your smartphone or ipad.  You can view the 
church schedule, or watch previous Sunday messages.  You can send 
a question directly to the pastor.  You can even give online - it’s that 
easy and secure.  You will find the app in the App Store - search for 
First United Methodist Church Worthington. 

Our Church Website: 
Our church website has all the information you need to stay informed 
and connected!  Check the most recent newsletter or bulletins, listen 
to last Sunday’s message, set up your tithe to give electronically.  
Check it out today at http://firstumcworthington.com/ 

RightNow Media Library:  
RightNow Media Library is an online video resource that you can utilize 
at home right from your computer.  Over 10,000 Christian growth and 
learning videos are available to you - right now!  First UMC provides 
this service at no cost to all of its members and friends to use in their 
Christian growth and learning.  It’s like Netflix for Christians.  Set up 
your personal account today at no charge!  Contact Susan at the 
church office - she can help you set up your account to get started. 

Online Directory… 
The official church directory is accessible to members from First and 
Adrian on computer or other smart devices.  The digital version is just 
like a printed one, with links to phone numbers, addresses, email  
addresses and pictures.  The online site allows updating to be done by 
each member to their own profile.  We also have a printable option for 
persons who do not use the internet.  We can easily print an  
up-to-date directory with all of the normal activity pages we desire.  
You can download this digital Church Directory from the App Store.  

First United Methodist Church Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Daren Flinck            Choir Director: Jeanette Jenson 

Family Life: Gretchen O’Donnell                            Finance Manager: Sue Johnson 
Administrative Assistant:                           Bell Choir Director: Brenda DeSmith 

Youth Leader: Lisa Gerdes        Custodian: Sarah & Chad Nickel 

Office: (507) 372-2939                Fax: (507) 372-2404 
Address: 408 11th Street,  P.O. Box 668, Worthington, MN  56187 

methodistoffice@gmail.com      www.firstumcworthington.com 



June 2022 - The Key - page 10 

Here are the highlights from 
the First UMC Council meeting held on 

Wednesday, May 18th 

Celebrations:   

We celebrate the hiring of our new Financial Manager, Sue Johnson.  Sue 
brings a great deal of financial experience to our church and this ten hour a 
week position.  In addition, we are excited to have Gretchen O’Donnell as our 
Family Life Coordinator.  Gretchen’s training and experience are well suited 
for this new position in our church.  Gretchen will begin this role by working 
twenty hours a week.  A special “Thank you!” goes out to LeAnn Donovan, 
Mary Monthei, and Pat Grimmius for getting Gretchen’s office all set up (her 
office is now in the old library).  We are also grateful for the trustees who 
came in and help move some furniture and bookshelves.  Lastly, we are truly 
blessed to have had Lavonne Wolf guiding our financial process for the past 
three months.  Goodness only knows where we would be with out her  
presence.  Thank you, LaVonne! 

Katherine Gallagher reports that Mobile Meals has concluded.  She and Sally 
Hibma are grateful for everyone who volunteered.  Our next turn will be in 
January.   

Confirmation Sunday will be held on the 15th of May.  First UMC will welcome 
Peyton Nickel, Sadie Nickel, Spenser Nickel and Kylee Shirbroun as new  
members.  It has been a joy to meet with them in the past year, says Pastor 
Daren.  In addition, we are extremely grateful for Sherry Benton, who has 
mentored the group this past year.  Thanks, Sherry, for the dedication and 
love you have shared with this group! 

Pastor Angel and Lourdes continue to grow the Hispanic Church.  Pastor  
Angel has been picking up people to bring them to worship on Sunday.  Both 
Lourdes and Angel have been meeting people in the community, connecting 
through Love INC for persons who might need more assistance.   

The Sunday school year is over.  The children sang for their mothers on 
Mother’s Day.  We honored the teachers who have really been helpful in 
teaching the kids during this past year.  We are also very grateful for each of 
the musical leaders - Jeanette Jenson (Choir), Brenda (Bell Choir, Choir  
Accompanist, and Sunday accompanist), Jolene Kuhl (organist) and Carolyn 
Beerman (Sunday accompanist).  We are very fortunate to have had Kari 
Meyer and her volunteer role of recording our music in this past year.  Also a 
huge “Thanks” to Kari for helping out with Encounter.   

The Missions Team reported that the Easter Offering sent $1906.00 each to 
Emma Norton ministry, supporting Linda Doeden, and for the Sharing Seeds 
food share program.   

Sunday coffee fellowship has been well received.  Thanks to Pam Soderholm 
for organizing volunteers for this gathering.   

Challenges:   

Foundation and the trustees report their market funds are taking a hit.  The 
Pastor Staff Parish Relations Committee (PSPRC) is seeking a part-time  
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administrative assistant to work in the office Tuesday - Friday for 24 hours a 
week.  If you know someone who might be looking for a part time job, please 
contact the church office.  We are also looking at ways to increase levels of 
participation on Sunday mornings.   

Current Focus:   

We are taking Sunday, May 22 to honor our graduates: Abby and Elly Hibma 
and Kory and MaKenna Nickel will be graduating from Worthington HS and Ky 
Ruppert will be graduating from Adrian.  We have no idea when the new 
church bus will show up.  On Sunday, May 22, we plan on celebrating Sandi 
Mead’s many years of working with our youth.  We remind families that this 
years VBS (vacation bible school) is being held in conjunction with First  
Lutheran Church.  Missions Team reports that they are looking at the  
possibilities of donating to The Banquet, missionaries, and the Annual  
Conference Love Offering.  They are also reviewing hosting a Taco Salad 
Lunch in July, continuing to working on Operation Christmas Child, and  
participation in the Every Meal ministry. 

John Nordell will install an LAN and telephone line in the new Family Life  
office.  Pastor Daren reports that the parsonage bathroom receptacles have 
been repaired (main bathroom stool has been replaced).   

We will be working toward September to examine a renewed Wednesday 
night ministry.  Gretchen will make contacts in the church to gather ideas for 
what people might want to see happen with respect to family ministry.   

The 150 Year Anniversary Team will be meeting on June 16th @ 10:00 a.m. 
to discuss ways to celebrate First UMC’s 150 year birthday next year.  Anyone 
who is interested can join this meeting at the church.   

In response to a question about financial audits, Mike Johnson shared that 
doing an audit would cost the church about $12,000 range.  The finance 
team felt that we have enough safeguards in place that a full blown audit is 
not necessary.  The council may have someone do a review at the end of the 
year to see how we are doing.   

Cutting Edge Issues: 

Item #1: 2021 Year End Financial Update 
Ellen reported that while we are in solid financial ground, the heating bill was 
a huge increase over last year - mainly does to increased natural gas  
resources.  The finance team expressed deep appreciation for everyone’s  
financial dedication to our budget at First Church. 

The next council meeting is set for 
Wednesday, June 22nd at 5:30 p.m.. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Rev. Dr. Daren Flinck 

(Continued from page 8) 
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Adrian Council Highlight Reel: 
Here are the highlights from the Adrian Council meeting, held on Zoom on 
Tuesday, May 17: 

Celebrations:   
The heating system can finally be shut down (even though the weather is still 
cooler).  We have no events scheduled for the short term other than worship.  
G1 has completed its year.  Special thanks Diane and Heidi for their faithfulness 
in leading G1 over the years.  We are planning to celebrate Ky Ruppert’s  
graduation this weekend during the 9:00 a.m. worship service.   

Terry will be more available being that the churches he has been leading  
worship in have hired a new pastor, who will begin on the first of June.  Terry 
will be leading worship for a few more Sundays at Adrian this summer because 
Pastor Daren has vacation time he will be using.   

The Minnesota Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church will meet 
next week in St. Cloud (Tuesday and Wednesday).  Pastor Daren, Pastor Angel 
and his wife Lourdes will be attending.  Speaking of Conference, we received a 
letter from the conference office of finance releasing Adrian UMC of any final 
financial past due obligations because four years of apportionments have been 
paid.  Pastor Daren reported that the letter was included in last Sunday’s  
bulletin.  Congratulations to the Adrian Congregation for their faithfulness in 
accomplishing this task! 

Challenges:   
Pastor Daren shared that while First UMC has hired a new finance manager and 
a new family life coordinator.  They are still looking for a new administrative 
assistant.  The position will cover Tuesday through Friday from 9:00 a.m.to 
3:00 p.m..  If you know someone who is looking for part time work at a fairly 
nice wage (around $18-$20 per hour), have them contact the church office.  

Current Focus:   
Dave talked about insurance regarding the parsonage, now that it is being rent-
ed.  He discussed any change in coverage on this with Chad Heidebrink, repre-
senting North Star Insurance.  Additionally, the replacement cost for the church 
building is no longer $485,000.  In other words, we would not be able to build 
any church building for that amount should something  
happen to the church.  To increase the coverage, the cost would be an addi-
tional $250 per year per $100,000 of additional coverage.  It was suggested 
that we would increase our coverage to $585,000 increasing our yearly premi-
um by $250.00.  The Council was in agreement to make that effective. 

Cutting Edge Issues: 
Item #1: 2022 Financial Update 
Ann shared the most recent financials up until April.  Our apportionments are 
fully paid year to date.   

The next council meeting on Zoom is set for 
Tuesday, June 28th at 7:00 p.m.. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Rev. Dr. Daren Flinck 
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Live Streaming! 
Each Sunday we live streaming our worship services from First UMC.   
If you are going to be out of town, you can catch the live broadcast on 
our church app (download to your device) or any one of four different 
online locations:  

The Boxcast TV Channel 

https://boxcast.tv/channel/qikol6fqes2qwhperl2l 

First UMC YouTube Channel  

Go to YouTube: First United Methodist Church Worthington  

First UMC FaceBook  

Go to FaceBook: Worthington: First United Methodist Church 

First UMC Website 

http://firstumcworthington.com/  

Broadcast on Channel 3... 
Worship services for First UMC are scheduled to be broadcast on public 
access Channel 3 in Worthington.  The broadcast times are Monday at 
3:00 p.m. and Tuesday at 3:00 p.m. for the current week. 

Live Stream and Media Tech Schedule... 
Our adjusted worship schedule has made changes to each church’s  
Sunday volunteer list.  Here are the persons who are scheduled to help 
with the sound, media, and live stream services: 

First UMC      Sound/Video  Media Shout 

Sunday  June 5  Kari Meyer  Claire Meyer 
Sunday  June 12  Kari Meyer  Claire Meyer 
Sunday  June 19   Deb Steinle  John Steinle 
Sunday  June 26  Andrew Brandt  Rebecca Kramer  

Media Tech Ministry Online Training: 
The ministry of our live stream broadcast has grown into a rather huge 
deal.  Our media tech volunteers are remarkable in what they do as 
volunteers.  We are beginning an new online training that you can do 
right from home to learn how to operate the sound board.  There is no 
cost to you, other than the time it takes to go through the training.  
We are reaching more people than ever before!  If you can volunteer 
and are willing to be trained to take a turn in the monthly rotation, 
please contact the church office.   
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1 Stacy Lee 

 Brooklyn Bretzman 

 Chris Reisdorfer 

2 Eagan Hietbrink 

 John Soderholm 

3 Lorraine Carstensen 

 Jim Pierce 

5 Beth Habicht 

 Jeremy Roelfs 

 Jim Shore 

6 Ken Elsing 

 Doris Palmer 

7 Lois Carlberg 

 Mary Prins 

8 Zachary Hendel 

 Joan Moore 

9 Hannah Barrie 

11 Austin Steinle 

12 Ryan Hill 

13 Chris Nelson 

 Preston Vortherms 

14 Larry Heidebrink 

 Amy Oberloh 

16 Ellie Nielsen 

17 Shelby Rivera 

19 Angela Bui 

21 Justin Steinle 

22 Jeremy Steinle 

23 Tucker Klinkenborg 

 Hannah Hill 

 Rod Behrends 

26 Pam Soderholm 

 Tim Tripp 

 Eunice Behrends 

27 Rilee Heidebrink 

 Kristin Jaycox 

 Mark Zebe 

28 Ben Spiegelhoff 

1 Ken & Kathy Elsing 

10 Larry & Nancy Hyink 

12 Nathan & Abby Erlandson 

15 Andy & Cindy Ekedahl 

15 Kenny & Abby Erlandson 

16 Rick & Dianne Dalrymple 

16 Cody & Heidi Klingenberg 

18 Gary Boltjes & Cheryl Dinsmore 

  

  

21 Scott & Shelley Klooster 

21 Kal & Ann Schiek-Solomon 

22 Khanh & Colleen Bui 

22 David & Linda Reese 

23 Willie & Rose Homan 

23 Marcus & Kelly Maras 

25 James & Kim Ruppert 

28 Micah & Alyssah Hietbrink 

30 Walter & Alice Kellen 
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 Please pray for: 
Those with health concerns: 
 Rhoda Flinck  Diane Yahnke 
 Gary Hibma  Nathan Williams 

Those impacted by COVID 19: 
 Mary Prins  Persons who are long haulers 

Those those dealing with cancer: 
Laurie Blume   Connie Bramer (Betty Taarud’s daughter) 
Glen Crowley   Anthony Tate (Corky & Ginny’s grandson) 
Scott Klooster  Kristi Johnson (Dave/Linda Reese’s daughter) 
Sheryl (Thelma’s sister) Makenzie Gist (Nancy Galland’s niece)... 

Those recovering/dealing with health issues: 
Elaine Mess Marlene Wieneke  Claribel Grussing 
Henry Mess Phil Glembin  Casen Hotzler 
Rick Dalrymple Tim Yager     Ken Bipes 
Dianne Dalrymple Gerald Fisher  Nancy Hyink  
Bob Shore Steve Timmons  John Clease 
Etta Schroeder Aiden Remme   Ajulo Ochala  
Bill Carlberg Mike Miller Monica Veil 
David Carstensen  Emma Schnyders Weston Erlandson 
  

For those dealing with grief and loss… 

Giving thanks and prayers for: 
Area farmers…    
Front line health care workers… 
Law enforcement & emergency workers… 
Service women & men and their families… 

Prayer Chain  
Please send requests to our email 
or phone prayer chain: 

[email prayer chain]  
Church Office  
methodistoffice@gmail.com 
or (507) 372-2939 

[phone prayer chain]  
Janelle Johnson  
(507) 376-5479. 

Also watch for prayer updates 
in the Prayer Corner 
of the Friday Update. 

Care Centers:  
South Shore - First UMC: 
Lois Carlberg 

Good Samaritan - First UMC: 
LaDee Grant 

Mary Brown Ctr - Adrian UMC: 
Mary Prins 

Country Living - Adrian UMC: 
Margaret Loger  
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