
Thanksgiving Eve Service 
November 25, 2020 

 

A Liturgy for Thanksgiving 
Please read the stanzas in bold type. 

 

It is good to give thanks to the Lord, and to sing praises to your Name, O Most High. 

 

We proclaim your loving-kindness early in the morning, and your faithfulness at night. 

 

For you make us glad by your deeds, Lord; we sing for joy at what your hands have 

done. 

 

We proclaim, “the Lord is upright; He is our rock, and there is no wickedness in Him.” 

 

 

Phos Hilaron (Hail Gladdening Light) & Lighting of candles 

 

Hail, gladdening Light, of His pure glory poured, 

 

Who is the immortal Father, heavenly, blest, Holiest of Holies – Jesus Christ our Lord! 

 

Now we are come to the sun’s hour of rest; The lights of evening round us shine; 

 

We hymn the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit divine! 

 

Worthiest art thou at all times to be sung with undefiled tongue, Son of our God, giver 

of life, alone: 

 

Therefore in all the world thy glories, Lord, they own.  

 

 

Singing our Gratidute 
Lyrics will be on the screen. 

 



 

A Psalm of Thanksgiving 

 

Bless the Lord, O our souls; and all that is within us, bless His holy name. 

 

I will give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His loving kindness endures forever. I will 

give thanks to the Lord for His unfailing love and His wonderful acts to the children of 

humanity. 

 

Bless the Lord, O our souls, and forget not all His  benefits. Blessed be the Lord, for He 

has heard the voice of my prayers.  

 

The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart trusts in Him, and I am helped. My 

heart greatly rejoices, and I will give thanks to Him in song. 

 

He forgives all our iniquities and heals all our diseases; He redeems our life from the pit 

and crowns us with love and compassion; He satisfies our desires with good things, so 

that our youth is renewed like the eagle’s.  

 

We will sing of the mercies of the Lord forever; with our mouths will we make known 

Your faithfulness throughout all generations.  

 

We will declare that Your loving kindness will be built up forever, that You will establish 

Your faithfulness in the heavens.  

 

 

Scripture Reading 

 

Psalm 118.1-14 

Colossians 3.15-17 

 

 

Prayers of the people 
After each person prays we will all respond: 

Lord, hear our prayer. 



 

A Prayer at the End of the Year 
from To Bless the Space Between Us, by John O'Donohue  

Convergent Books, New York 2008 

 

The particular mind of the ocean 

Pulling the coastline's longing 

With such brief harvest 

Of elegant, vanishing waves 

Is like the mind of time 

Opening us shapes of days. 

 

As this year draws to its end, 

We give thanks for the gifts it brought 

And how they became inlaid within 

Where neither tide nor time can touch them. 

 

The days when the veil lifted 

And the soul could see delight; 

When a quiver caressed the heart 

In the sheer exuberance of being here. 

 

Surprises that came awake 

In forgotten corners of old fields 

Where expectation seemed to have quenched. 

 

The slow, brooding times 

When all was awkward 

And the wave in the mind 

Pierced every sore with salt. 

 

The darkened days that stopped 

The confidence of the dawn. 

 

Days when beloved faces shone brighter 



With light from beyond themselves; 

And from the granite of some secret sorrow 

A stream of buried tears loosened. 

 

We bless this year for all we learned, 

For all we loved and lost 

And for the quiet way it brought us 

Nearer to our invisible destination. 

 

 

A Response of  Thanksgiving 

 

To our prayers, O Lord, we join our unfeigned thanks for all thy mercies; for our being, 

our reason, and all other endowments and faculties of soul and body; for our health, 

friends, food, and raiment, and all the other comforts and conveniences of life. We 

thank thee for the means of grace and the hope of glory. 

 

Above all, we adore thy mercy in sending thy only Son into the world, to redeem us 

from sin and eternal death, and in giving us the knowledge and sense of our duty 

towards thee. We thank thee for the means of grace and the hope of glory. 

 

We bless thee for thy patience with us, notwithstanding our many and great 

provocations; for all the directions, assistances, and comforts of thy Holy Spirit; We 

thank thee for the means of grace and the hope of glory. 

 

for thy continual care and watchful providence over us through the whole course of 

our lives; and particularly for the mercies and benefits of the past day; We thank thee 

for the means of grace and the hope of glory. 

 

beseeching thee to continue these thy blessings to us, and to give us grace to show our 

thankfulness in a sincere obedience to his laws, through whose merits and intercession 

we received them all, thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ.  

 

We thank thee for the means of grace and the hope of glory. 

 



 

A Blessing 

 

Go in peace, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 

 

Thanks be to God! 

Alleluia, Alleluia!! 

 

 

 

 

 


