
4 OBSERVATIONS ON TAKING GOOD PHOTOS 

1. Let your light shine in the right direction. Your light source should be in front 

of your subject, unless all you want is a silhouette (as on this magazine cover). 

If the light in the background is greater than the light in the foreground, you’ll 

have a shadowy outline of a person or group. That’s not usually good for 

submitting with a news story.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Tell the story. Take pictures that tell the story of what you’re 

reporting on. Show the ADRA volunteer carrying mattresses to 

help people during flood recovery efforts in Brazil, instead of a 

photo of the leader posing with his committee. The Southern 

Tidings doesn’t print 1,000-word news articles. The preferred 

length is 250-350 words. Your picture must convey the other 

650-750 words needed to tell your ministry’s story. 

 

 

 

 

3. How to avoid UFOs, Bigfoot, and the Loch Ness Monster. 

Try to use a real camera when possible. When using cell 

phones, be mindful they don’t have very good zoom 

features. You’ll want to measure your distance by feet 

instead of yards and get as close to the subject as possible. 

Using zoom for cell phone photos gives us the graininess 

often seen in pictures of alleged aliens and monsters.  

 

 

 

 

4. Purge your pix as you go. Church related photos should glorify 

God, illustrate ministry, and preserve special moments in a way 

that worshippers will thank you for. Use discretion. Don’t post a 

bunch of photos on your website or social media platform that 

haven’t been examined. You’ll end up with people sleeping, 

texting, picking their noses, exposing body parts they weren’t 

aware of, or just enjoying a personal moment in their worship 

experience that they may not want broadcast. Platform 

participants know they’re being watched and often recorded. 

Even then, they will have moments up front that shouldn’t be 

memorialized. Take a few seconds to review the shot you just 

took and delete it if it’s not artistic, edifying, or if the subject’s body language or facial expression demonstrates 

they’d rather not. Retake at a better angle or under better circumstances, or simply move on. 


