
 
 

 

 
 

BEFORE GROUP 
 

 

BOTTOM LINE 

Jesus turned the idea of power upside down. 

 

SCRIPTURE 
Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in 
our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the 
sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all 
the wild animals,[a] and over all the creatures that move 
along the ground” (Genesis 1:26 NIV). 
 
All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me (Matthew 28:18a NIV). 

 
GOAL OF SMALL GROUP 

To help students recognize the way they think about 
power and authority now and challenge them to rethink 
it in light of Jesus’ example. 

THINK ABOUT THIS 

Leaders—at this phase, high schoolers are reaching for 
independence. It is one of their biggest motivations, and 
most of them still believe that one day they will be 
totally independent. The reality is that authority will 
always exist in our lives, whether it’s a boss, parent, or 
customer. And our goal is to help them see that 
knowing how Jesus used authority affects how we 
respond to authority and how we use the authority we 
have to make a difference. 

 

Create meaningful conversations. Adjust the quest-
ions as needed, and don’t feel like you need to 
answer all of them.  

 

 
 

DURING GROUP 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. Tell about a time you were put in charge of something. How did you feel having that power? 

2. Why does having a little bit of power make people want even more power? 

3. Give an example of a time power was used for good. Give an example of power that was abused or used for 
negative purposes.  

4. Read what Jesus said in Matthew 28:18a: “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.” We are 
told this so that we know that Jesus is the best example of authority. Why do you think this matters? 

5. The speaker listed several ways that Jesus used his power for the benefit of others. Why do you think people 

were surprised at his use of his authority? 

6. What power or authority do you have? How might you use it to serve others? 

 
 
TRY THIS 
This week, help students discover the power and authority they have in their own lives. Ask in your group text “what 
was the last decision you made that had an effect on someone else?” Their power may be seen in unconventional or 
less traditional ways, but help them to know that any opportunity they have the autonomy to make a decision in is a 
small exercise in using their authority. Help them to identify ways their decisions affect others.  
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%201&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26a

