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WELCOME TO WORSHIP
Faith is a growing faith community in the Aurora area. We’re people just like you, who are
hungry to know God better. We’re looking for the answers to life’s tough questions. We’re
struggling to be better parents, spouses, friends, and neighbors. We don’t have all the
answers but we’re growing as we go.
Faith is a great place to find healing for broken hearts and broken lives. In every Sunday
message you’ll learn new skills and attitudes to help you live life with the kind of joy that God
intends for us. You’ll also meet people who are also growing in their journey through the
joys and challenges of life. You’ll find lots of “walking partners” for your journey here. There
are no closed doors at Faith, just lots of opportunities to grow in Christ, friendship, and love.
Faith is a church with a great vision; however, accomplishing a great vision requires the
participation of many great people like you. There’s a place in our vision for you to use your
unique gifts and talents.

CURRENT WORSHIP SERIES: THE WAY OF JESUS
Looking for a concrete, life-transforming way of life? One that makes being a disciple of
Jesus accessible? People comment that church offers a list of devotional activities to choose
from, with no rhyme or reason for what to choose or why. But what we really need is a
pathway.

_____________________________________________________

The Gathering
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING HYMN
please stand

Jesus Shall Reign | ELW #434

GREETING
P:

C:

KYRIE

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P:
C:

Let us pray,
O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in
him we inherit the riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom to know what
is right and the strength to serve the world you have made, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

_______________________________________________
The Word
FIRST READING

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24

For thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them
out. As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered
sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which
they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. I will bring them
out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them
into their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the
watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. I will feed them with good
pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall
lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the
mountains of Israel. I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make
them lie down, says the Lord God. I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the
strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat
and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice. Therefore, thus says the
Lord God to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep.
Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals
with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, I will save my flock, and
they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep. I will
set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he
shall feed them and be their shepherd. And I, the Lord, will be their God, and my
servant David shall be prince among them; I, the Lord, have spoken.

SECOND READING

Ephesians 1:15-23

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints,
and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my
prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give
you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the
eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has
called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to
the working of his great power. God put this power to work in Christ when he
raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places,
far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name
that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all
things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church,
which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

P:

please stand

The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 19th chapter.

GOSPEL

Luke 19: 1-10

He entered Jericho and was passing through it. A man was there named
Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was rich. He was trying to see who
Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was short in
stature. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see him, because he was
going to pass that way. When Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to
him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay at your house today.” So
he hurried down and was happy to welcome him. All who saw it began to grumble
and said, “He has gone to be the guest of one who is a sinner.” Zacchaeus stood
there and said to the Lord, “Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to the
poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back four times as
much.” Then Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because
he too is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the
lost.”
P:

The Gospel of the Lord.

MESSAGE

Find & Follow Jesus | Pastor Rob

HYMN OF THE DAY
please stand

Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing | ELW #886

APOSTLES CREED
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
P: Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of
God’s power on the church, the world, and all in need.
P: Sovereign of all, train our ears to hear your cry in the needs of those around
us. Bless all social ministries of the church through which we seek to serve
others as we ourselves have been served. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
P: You cause rain to fall on the just and unjust alike. Direct our use of creation to
provide for the needs of all people in ways that are sustainable for the earth.
Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

P: Bring peace to every place where conflict rages. Grant opportunities for
ending divisions among us and usher in your reign of unity and reconciliation.
Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
P: Heal the sinful divisions we erect between us and release us from systems of
oppression and prejudice. Restore our capacity to see your image in those
whose dignity we have stripped away. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
P: Pour out the gifts of your Spirit on children and youth throughout the church.
Sustain those who work in children’s ministry, youth ministry, and campus
ministry as they nurture the gifts of young people. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
P: (Prayers of the community). Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
P: Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when
you gather all creation around your throne where you will reign forever and
ever.
C: Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

_______________________________________________
The Sending
BLESSING
P: May the God of all creation,
in whose image we are made,
who claims us and calls us beloved,
who strengthens us for service,
give you reason to rejoice and be glad!
The blessing of God,
Sovereign, † Savior, and Spirit,
be with you today and always.
C: Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

Crown Him with Many Crowns | ELW #855

DISMISSAL
P: Beloved God,
go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

_____________________________________________________

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
LOVE GOD. LOVE PEOPLE. DO STUFF.
Upcoming Adult Online Study Group

Begins 11/24 | 7:00 PM

This series is about God’s love... and the most amazing thing about that love is that it’s not a
bunch of rules or stuff we have to agree with. God’s love is different. It changes things. It’s
active. It works. It risks. It’s something we discover more about by “doing stuff.” Love God.
Love People. Do Stuff. Join us for our next adult online group series, “Love Does,” based on
the New York Times bestseller book by Bob Goff where we’ll learn together how God’s love
for us enables us to love others outrageously through our actions. You’ll discover how your
faith comes alive when you do the love of God. Don’t miss out! Register today
at www.discoveringfaith.com.

VIRTUAL NIGHT OF FAITH

Sat 12/5 | 6:00 PM

Join us on Saturday, Dec. 5th at 6:00pm for our second annual Night of Faith. This year’s
fundraiser gala to celebrate and support our mission at Faith will be held online and will
include music, live auctions, and the golden raffle ticket drawing. The event will be livestreamed, and you’ll be able to bid in real-time and win some amazing items all the while
knowing that you are supporting Faith’s mission of changing lives through God’s love. Click
the link http://discoveringfaith.com/night-of-faith to learn more about the event, purchase
your golden raffle tickets, and to place your bids!

COMMITMENT SUNDAY

Sun 12/6

God has given us an exciting vision here at Faith to be a place where everyone is invited,
encouraged, and challenged to become fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ. Join us
on Sunday, December 6 as we share our gifts of financial commitment for 2021. You are
invited to prayerfully consider your contribution as we will lift them up to God in prayer.
Please mail your response card to the church office, or go online and pledge today.

REVOLUTION ONLINE

Sundays |5:00 & 6:00 PM

God is good, and He is with us in everything! We want our students to know that, trust that,
and experience that every moment of their lives. Our fall groups for middle & high school
students have begun. These 45 minute gatherings will allow our students to connect with
each other and with God, and grow in their faith. This will be a fun, and engaging
opportunity for your child to connect with others during this confusing time, where they will
find encouragement, support, and growth.

KIDWERKS LIVE

Sundays | 10:30 AM

We've changed to a new time and a new engaging format to help our kids connect with God
and with each other. Every Sunday morning kids are invited to connect and grow through
our Kidwerks Live 2.0. This fun, interactive, event happens at our new time at 10:30am.

LIVE NATIVITY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Save the date for this year’s Live Nativity here at Faith! However, many types of volunteers
are needed to help make this event a huge success (actors, hospitality, set up, animal control,
“Welcomers”, photographers.) Sign up online or contact Pastor Rob if you are interested.

LIVE NATIVITY AT FAITH!

Sat 12/19 | 6:00 PM

This year, the spirit of Christmas will be alive at Faith, as we host our annual outdoor Live
Nativity on Saturday, December 19th at 6pm.
Come and experience the birth of Jesus. Imagine what the first Christmas was like through
the Live Nativity. The journey will take you back in time to the birth of our Savior. Shepherds
peacefully tend to their flocks, while Mary and Joseph look after the child in the manger.
Wise men will come from the East bearing gifts as angels watch over the scene. Faith’s Live
Nativity features a large cast, choir, live animals and scenery to provide a memorable
Christmas event for the entire family.
During the performance as the story is told, visitors will be invited to join with the choir in
singing traditional carols. After the performance, stay to have hot chocolate and cookies,
enjoy the petting zoo, and get your very own nativity scene picture.
It’s an experience that will bring the true meaning of the Christmas season for one and all!!

____________________________________________________

JOYS & CONCERNS
Family of Jackie Rumbold
Brad and Kathy Gorman- prayers for health
Katie Riley
Nancy Staton
Mitch- son of co-worker of Christy Douglas
Mike Autry
Taylor Scott
Doris Johnson, mother of Karen Banschbach
Kathy, daughter-in-law of Karen Solan
Strength for Sonjia Ramsey
Sarah Barr
Scott Perkins, friend of Randy & Bonnie Schumacher
Bob Clark
Jay Bridge, brother of Dale Bridge
Ron Cizek, prayers of healing
Scott Lee
John, Jill O’Neal’s godfather
Kathy, health care worker
Jerry, son of Judy Bridge
Dana & Daniel, friends of Judy Bridge
Claudia Marrow, friend of Danita Curry
Nick Falkos
John Larkin, cousin of Pastor Rob
Bella, Karen Solan's granddaughter
VerHagen family, friends of the Jensen family
Dave Belinski
Dave Hibler, brother of Kathryn Pawluczyk
Muriel Weigel, mother of Gary Weigel
Christy Dunn, Diane Rinehard, Jess Schell- working with Covid patients

Prayers
If you would like to add someone to our prayer list and have the prayer team pray for them,
please contact the church office at (630) 862-3500 or send an e-mail
prayerteam@discoveringfaith.com
Prayer concerns will be listed for four weeks unless otherwise noted.
Care
If you know of someone who is in need of emotional, physical, or spiritual support, please
contact our care team at: careteam@discoveringfaith.com
Pastoral Emergency
In the case of an emergency that requires immediate Pastoral Care, please contact Pastor
Rob directly on his cell phone at (630) 248-5515.

Pastor Rob Douglas
DISCOVERINGFAITH.COM
3000 LIBERTY ST. AURORA, IL. 60502 | (630) 862-3500 | OFFICE@DISCOVERINGFAITH.COM

