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P R AY E R  G U I D E



2

DAY 1 OUR AIM WOULD BE TO PLEASE GOD

 “So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please Him.” - 2 Corinthians 5:9 

God draws diverse people who are sinners into a relationship with Himself, which by necessity also puts 

redeemed sinners in close proximity to one another. That’s diverse people put together who are all likely at a 

different spot in their growth with the Lord. When these people try to make decisions together, things can get 

foggy. The needs around us, the needs within our own body, the dreams & passions that we have for serving 

the Lord, the whole lot of things can create a fog. There is one thing that can clear the focus--every member 

making it his/her life’s aim to please God and God alone. 

Pray that our aim, our intent would be to please God.  Pray for unity.  Pray for purpose.  

As we move forward in this building project, let us not lose focus that this is ultimately for Him and His glory.

DAY 2  WE WOULD SEE WHAT IS TRUE

“Then Elisha prayed and said “O Lord, please open his eyes that he may see.”  So the Lord opened the eyes of the young man, 

and he saw, and behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.” - 2Kings 6:17 

When Elisha’s servant woke up in the morning, he discovered that he and Elisha were surrounded by the 

enemy. Ever feel that way? Does it ever seem like your church is being overcome by darkness rather than the 

other way around? Do you get discouraged? This is what Elisha’s servant felt. But notice what Elisha prays for 

his wearied servant. “Help him see what is really there.” And with this...the servant is able to see that they are 

surrounded by angel armies. There is nothing to fear because the Sovereign Lord is in control. 

Pray Elisha’s prayer today, so that we will remember that darkness is not winning. Pray the enemy in our minds 

would be defeated by the very truth God provides through His promises.  He is faithful when we ask for help.  
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DAY 3 WE WOULD RECEIVE GOD’S WORD HUMBLY 

“Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to 

save your souls.” - James 1:21 

We must hear God’s Word with a humble posture; a trembling posture which comes to grips with our own 

sinfulness and finitude. Yet also with the posture of a meek lamb--desperately dependent upon the Lord to 

feed us. Pray that our church would not only be passionate about mastering God’s Word, but that we would be 

equally passionate about being mastered by God’s Word. May God break us where we need broken, and heal 

us where we need healing.

Pray we would be eager to meet God each time we come to His word.  Pray we would individually carve out 

time to meet with our Savior.  

DAY 4 WE WOULD JOYOUSLY BE LED 

“Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to give an account.  

Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.” - Hebrews 13:17 

Pastors will give an account to God for their “flock”. This means that pastors bear a weight that those without 

that charge cannot fully feel. In light of this truth, the author of Hebrews encourages his readers to obey and 

submit to their leaders in such a way that helps them fulfill their calling joyously. Let’s thank the Lord for good, 

biblical leaders, and let’s not forget to bring them before the throne of grace.

Pray for our leaders.  Pray for their spiritual growth.  Pray they will be encouraged and feel appreciated.  Pray 

they will continue to be obedient to their calling.
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DAY 5 WE WOULD SEE OUR COMMUNITY WITH THE EYES OF JESUS

“When He went ashore he saw a great crowd, and He had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a 

shepherd.  And He began to teach them many things.” - Mark 6:34 

I doubt the massive and needy crowd would have gotten a warm reception from the hungry and exhausted disciples. 

Yet, Jesus sees this desperate crowd with the eyes of compassion and it causes Him to act. He feeds them not only 

the physical food of miraculous bread, but also the spiritual food of teaching from Heaven. Jesus’ compassion is 

always greater than the strength of His disciples. Perhaps this is why we are sometimes guilty of turning a blind 

eye to the suffering within our communities. Seeing things through the eyes of Jesus will put us in uncomfortable 

positions, it will demand us of things we do not have the strength for, and ultimately it will push us outside of 

ourselves. We must view our community with the eyes of Jesus to do any earthly or heavenly good.

Pray for those who will receive Christ in this building, those who have not yet met Him.  Those in our community 

that are searching and hurting. 

DAY 6 WE WOULD GIVE JOYOUSLY & GENEROUSLY 

“We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the churches of Macedonia, for in a 

severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their 

part.” - 2 Corinthians 8:1-2 

The churches of Macedonia were “all-in” and Paul commended them for it. They joyously gave even in the 

midst of extreme poverty because they believed the gospel was more precious than anything else. That takes 

sacrifice. Are we willing to sacrifice some of our own comforts for the spreading of the gospel?

When was the last time you gave so much it affected your life?  

Pray for a spirit of generosity as we move forward. 
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DAY 7 PRACTICE CONTENTMENT

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”   - 1 

Thessalonians 5:16-18

God’s Word tells us it’s impossible to please God without faith. When we choose to be thankful and praise God 

at all times, we are exercising faith. We are praising God because we know God is capable of doing everything 

we ask and then so much more. When we thank God, we are pleasing our heavenly Father.

God is worthy of praise. Just because he’s God. It pleases God when we praise him ahead of time because 

we’re saying, God, whether or not you choose to answer my prayers, I praise you for who you are. I thank you 

for all you’ve given me. And Lord, even when you choose to say “no” to my requests, I know you have your 

reasons. You know the beginning from the end. Your thoughts are much higher than my thoughts and your 

ways are higher too. And Lord, if you withhold something I’m asking you for, then maybe the thing is not good 

for me, or the timing is not right.  I know it’s not good because you’ve said you will not withhold any good 

thing from me. God, I trust you.

Thank God in faith today for His answers to your prayers, even if His answers don’t look like your suggested 

solutions.

DAY 8 WE WOULD EXALT HIS NAME TOGETHER 
“Oh magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt His name together!” - Psalm 34:3 

When we magnify God, we aren’t exaggerating His greatness. Rather we’re using all of our resources to see 

and show how great He really is. I love how David calls upon the people to join Him in this work of exalting 

God’s name. God is so great that it takes the entire church to even scratch the surface of His greatness. 

Shouldn’t this be the goal of every Christian and every church? When gratitude spring us in the human heart 

toward God He is magnified as the source of our blessing. Give us hearts of gratitude to magnify His greatness.

Pray we would be quick to praise and give thanks-magnifying the Lord with gladness.
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DAY 9  PRAY BIG PRAYERS 

“Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us, 

to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.”  - Ephesians 3:20-21 

Paul tells the church in Ephesus that they can pray big prayers. God can do more than we can even ask or 

think. He also does it through us and it all brings glory to Jesus. You see, we can pray big prayers because they 

will point to Jesus and not ourselves. We won’t get the credit, but He will.

Ask God to help you step out of your comfort zone and to direct you to the big prayers he wants you to pray. 

Should you be praying for the person who would “never” change their ways and follow Jesus? Should you be 

praying for God to change a community that wants nothing to do with him? You get the idea, right? Don’t be afraid 

to pray big prayers.  

DAY 10  PRAY FOR STRENGTH 

“And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up.”  Galatians 6:9

Growing weary may seem inevitable, especially when we are working in our own strength.  What do we do 

when we get weary? When we think we can’t keep going? The answer is to go to the one who never tires or 

grows weary (see Isaiah 40:28).  

Let us remember the reason we are working.  As Paul reminds the church of Galatia “in due season we will 

reap” there is a reward for our work, an eternal purpose greater than any of us can fully comprehend.  

Our work and efforts paired with God’s grace and forgiveness, can bring people to the throne of Jesus, let 

that energize us!
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DAY 11  A MIND TO WORK 

“So we built the wall.  And all the wall was joined together to half its height, for the people had a mind to work.”  - Nehemiah 4:6

It is necessary for every child of God to know that when we are engaged in service for the LORD, we will 

inevitably encounter opposition that will cause us to become distracted. Distractions are from the enemy, and 

are designed to make us lose our focus on the our Lord’s cause. Antagonizers were trying to stop Nehemiah 

and the men of Judah from rebuilding the wall around Jerusalem. Nehemiah did not allow them to distract 

him and the workers from their purpose. They knew that the LORD was with them. Therefore, Nehemiah 

continued to work and stay focused in spite of the threats and ridicule coming from their adversaries. His 

leadership motivated the workers, and their hearts were inspired to continue on in spite of the resistance.

We too, must not allow distracting disturbances to divert us from our service to the LORD. Let us remember 

if God sanctioned us for a task, He is faithful to bring to completion His will.  Let us have that same mind to 

work that Nehemiah and the people had.

Pray that our minds would be protected from the distractions the enemy tries to use to derail us from God’s 

purpose of our work. 
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DAY 12 DELAYED DREAMS

“‘Here comes that dreamer!’ they said to each other. ‘Come now, let’s kill him... Then we’ll see what comes of 

his dreams.’” - Genesis 37:19-20

Joseph found out what every dreamer finds out–not everyone is happy about your dream. Joseph found 

out people can envy your dream, conspire against it, speak against it, and even attack your God-given 

dream. Joseph’s brothers put him in a pit and then sold him as a slave to go to Egypt. Don’t you imagine 

that at that time, Joseph wondered just what in the world God was doing and if his dream would actually 

become a reality?

Remember, every God-given dream must die a human death. That is, every dream from God will come to 

a place where it is impossible to accomplish the dream in human ability alone. God is sovereign and His 

timing is perfect. Remember Habakkuk 2:3b, “It (our plan to build) will certainly come and will not delay.” 

Therefore, when we run out of resources and get to a place where we realize the dream cannot happen 

unless God steps in, then God alone will get the glory when the dream is accomplished. And, as scary as 

that type of position is...it’s the best place to be.

Prayer Focus: Pray Metro will continue to move forward with changing more lives in Vandalia.   Pray God 

will give us the endurance and stamina needed to face any temporary setbacks. Pray all involved will 

experience joy on this spiritual journey of faith. Ask God to strengthen you also as you continue to pursue 

your lifelong goals, despite the delays.
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DAY 13  ENEMY TAKE DOWN 

“And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from the evil one.” - Matthew 6:13

Jesus taught us much about prayer in word and in action. “The Disciple’s Prayer,” is a part of Jesus’ 

teaching in the Sermon on the Mount. It’s the model prayer, and it gives us an outline of the subjects we 

should pray over.

At the close of the prayer, Jesus teaches us to pray for the Father’s direction for our day. It includes a 

healthy understanding of our enemy and his ability to deceive us away from the Father’s will for our 

lives. Satan loves to bring the child of God into the place of temptation and ultimately, after we have 

surrendered to temptation, to the place of bondage. Not cool!

We should pray every day for God to lead us in the paths of righteousness. Pray He will give us daily 

deliverance from the enemy’s power and deceit. The enemy never ceases his relentless attacks. Therefore, 

prayer should be a vital part of our daily life.

Of course, we have opportunity for complete victory over all of the enemy’s attacks. As believers in Jesus 

Christ, we know the King of the Kingdom. It’s His kingdom to which we belong, and after prayer, we are 

refocused on kingdom priorities

Prayer Focus: Pray God will give the people of Metro a spirit of prayer. Pray He will clearly direct us and 

protect us from the evil one.  Take time to focus on God’s greatness and thank Him for the vision He has 

given our church to build in Vandalia. Pray during this spiritual journey, He will reveal to you how you can 

use your time, talents, and treasures to further this vision for His glory.



10

DAY 14 IN GOD WE TRUST

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways 

acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.”  - Proverbs 3:5-6

These verses reveal some important things about trusting God:

• The matter of trust is an all or nothing.  Notice how many times the word “all” is used.

• The command to trust precedes the promise.  Blessing comes after trust is expressed.

• The promise is conditional.  Unlike many of the unconditional promises in the Bible.  This promises of 

direction is given only to those who exercise trust in God.

Prayer Focus: Pray your faith and trust in God will grow.  Pray you will allow God to be in control and 

you will utterly depend on Him and desire His will be done.  Pray the fruits of our deepened trust in 

Him will result in guidance from Him, as we build in Vandalia.  Ask God to identify an area of your life 

where you need to yield to Him.  Then give it to Him and look for His provision.  And now it’s time to 

actually take that to the next step. 
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DAY 15  COMMUNICATION OF GOD’S GOODNESS

“Go home to your family and tell them how much the Lord has done for you.”  - Mark 5:19

Jesus spoke these words after casting demons out of a man from Gadarene. His command was 

simple: Go and tell others what I have done for you. What a powerful reminder this gives us of the 

need to express God’s goodness to others – even in public settings.

All believers face the danger of forgetting “how much the Lord has done for us.” Our spiritual 

journey is a great opportunity for us to strengthen and renew our appreciation to a good God. 

Communicating gratitude is important for at least two reasons:

 1. It makes us more reliant on God. Romans 1:21 tells of those who “although they knew God, they 

neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him.” Thankfulness occurs inwardly, in what 

our heart expresses. Glorifying God happens publicly, in what our mouth confesses. Public 

expressions of gratitude strengthen our commitment to God while counteracting our human 

tendency to self-sufficiency and self-reliance.

2. It has a profound impact on those around us. Family and friends need to hear our successes are 

not of our own making, but we are beneficiaries of the goodness of God. Read David’s words 

in 1 Chronicles 29:11-13 to see how his gratitude set in motion a great celebration of sacrifice 

and praise among God’s people.

Prayer Focus: Following David’s example, take the time to identify some examples of God’s goodness 

at Metro and then express your gratitude to God in the presence of a friend or family member today! 

Don’t delay. Just step up and do it. Go tell your family or a friend how much the Lord has done for us.
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DAY 16 HOW MUCH IS TOO MUCH? 

“She broke the jar and poured the perfume on His head.” - Mark 14:3b

The story of the Bethany anointing is one of the few stories of Jesus’ life that is contained in all 

four of the gospels. So impressive was this event that it was indelibly written upon the disciples’ 

hearts so they never, ever forgot this act of devotion. Mark uses it as a prelude to the passion 

events. It contrasts the hatred and rejection Jesus was receiving at the hands of the rulers and the 

people. This act of worship and devotion stood out as an act of love that the Lord deserved from 

all, but was only given by a few. 

May this deed be received as a call to worship for us today. May this deed make us ask ourselves 

the question, “How much is too much?” This woman’s act set a standard of sacrifice, which none 

can better, but all can match. That alabaster bottle was worth a year’s wages. Plus, it was to be 

saved for the most important occasion of one’s life. What is the most extravagant thing you have 

done for the Lord? What can we learn from this Scripture? • Real love is always extravagant. 

• Extravagant love is always criticized.

• Jesus always comes to the defense of and blesses those who are criticized for being 

extravagant in their devotion toward Him.

Prayer Focus: Pray the people connected to Metro will love Jesus so much they will be extravagant 

with their giving of their time, talents, and treasures. Oh Yeah… and pray that the extravagance 

starts with you. 
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DAY 17  INCREASING PRAYER

“…The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.”  - James 5:16

Can prayer really make a difference? Can my prayers actually change things? Is it possible for the will of 

God to be thwarted because I don’t pray? These are legitimate questions. The answers you give them 

reflect the very foundation of your relationship with the Lord. On one hand, if God is Sovereign, He’s 

going to do everything the way He wants, so why pray? On the other hand, if He is waiting on my prayers 

to execute His will, then I had better get serious about praying really quick. How does His Sovereignty 

and my prayers go together? 

God uses prayer to make the impossible, possible and the ordinary, extraordinary. Prayers make our 

efforts effective and help us to define God’s will more clearly. C.H. Spurgeon said, “Whenever God 

determines to do a great work, He first sets His people to pray.” Faithful praying releases the Holy Spirit 

to act. Someone once said, “God does things when we pray that He does not do when we do not pray.” 

May today’s devotional be an inspiration for you to seek the Lord in prayer. 

Prayer Focus: Thank God for hearing all the prayers that have been lifted up on our church’s behalf. Thank 

Him in advance for answering them.   Pray God’s people at Metro will pray more than ever before and 

that everything we do as a church will be labored over in prayer. And may that start with you! Make sure 

you have been and continue to connect with Him through prayer. What is He leading you to do now for 

Him and His ministry in Vandalia?
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DAY 18 DON’T SHORT YOUR DREAMS

“The Lord was with Joseph and he prospered” - Genesis 39:2a

In 1930, two young brothers named Dick and Maurice McDonald moved from New Hampshire to California 

to pursue the American dream of being successful. After a few failed ventures, they struck gold when they 

opened a small drive-in restaurant. By the mid-1950’s, their annual revenue was $350,000, and the brothers 

split $100,000 in profits.

You might think, yes, the rest is history. But you may be surprised to know the rest of the story. In 1954, 

a man by the name of Ray Kroc came into the picture. Ray Kroc saw potential the brothers did not see. 

In 1961, Kroc bought the exclusive rights to McDonald’s for the sum of $2.7 million –now with 21,000+ 

restaurants worldwide, the rest of the story is history indeed. 

The lessons learned from this story are: 

• Don’t pull up short of your God-given dream. 

• Don’t allow someone to out-dream you.

• Don’t allow someone else to finish your dream. Christians look to Joseph as the role model for dreaming big.

Genesis 39 holds important lessons for all dreamers. Some lessons in this chapter can keep us from 

stopping short of accomplishing our dreams are: 

• Know God is with us (verses 2, 21, & 23).

• Know God is aware of our actions (verse 9). 

• Know God can make the bitter things in life sweet (verses 21-23).

 Prayer Focus: Pray Metro Community Church will pursue our God-given dream to the fullest potential. 

Pray that through the achievement of this spiritual journey we will come better Christ followers for the 

kingdom of God. Ask God to show you ways in which you have stopped short of His best for you. Ask for 

the boldness to identify and follow through with eliminating what is stopping you. 
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DAY 19  FAITH IN FUTILE CIRCUMSTANCE

“Having faith in God, ’Jesus answered. (Mark 11:22)

George Mueller had not faced a situation quite like it. Before him were 120 orphans, expectantly seated at 

long dinner tables. But something at this mealtime tested the mettle of Mueller’s heart. On the dinner plates 

at that table was...nothing but water. Eager faces looked toward him, as if to say, “What’s for dinner?” But 

he didn’t know; the cupboard was bare and the icebox was empty. There was no milk, and no money to buy 

food or drink. What was George to do? It did not take long for him to decide. He would do what he had done 

every other mealtime. He would instruct the children to bow their heads and join him in thanking God for the 

meal they were about to eat. He would praise God for the faithfulness of His provision. And so he did. Mueller 

prayed simply, directly, and with a heart filled with faith. When the “amen” was pronounced, the plates were 

still empty. But as the eyes of those 120 youngsters turned again to the head table, a knock sounded at the 

door. One of the boys was sent to answer. A moment later, he called out, “Mr. Mueller, it’s the vegetable man! 

He’s got a lot of stuff for us!” “Coincidentally,” there were many vegetables that would spoil if he did not do 

something with them. While the vegetables were being unloaded, another person came to the door – the 

butcher! He had run out of ice at the end of a hot day and faced the prospect of awful, rotting meat. Could 

the orphanage use it? No sooner had he spoken the words than another amazing “coincidence” occurred. 

The milkman’s wagon pulled up, overloaded with milk and dairy products and needing desperately to do 

something with them! Needless to say, it was quite a banquet that night. And it was the finest lesson in faith 

those orphans ever received. 

Would the same thing have happened had Mueller not prayed, believing God for His provision and thanking 

him ahead of time for it? We do not know, but we do know Jesus said we have not because we ask not. 

And we know His will for us is to walk by faith, not by sight. Prayer Focus: God is calling each attender of 

New Hope to answer a vital question: “Do you have the faith to trust God for His provision?” No matter what 

the circumstances are? No matter how gloom your reality may seem? Do you trust God to provide? Talk to 

Him about that right now. Spend at least 10 minutes (minimum) and share your heart about your faith in His 

provision. Oh yeah… and be honest!

Prayer Focus: God is calling each attender of Metro Community Church to answer a vital question: “Do you 

have the faith to trust God for His provision?” No matter what the circumstances are? No matter how gloom 

your reality may seem? Do you trust God to provide? Talk to Him about that right now. Spend at least 10 

minutes (minimum) and share your heart about your faith in His provision. Oh yeah… and be honest.
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DAY 20 HEY NOW, HEY NOW – DON’T DREAM IT’S OVER

“Then God remembered Rachel; he listened to her and opened her womb.” Genesis 30:22

Rachel was Jacob’s dream wife. They were very much in love. Like many married couples, they 

desired to have a child. God listened to Rachel’s dream for a child, and He answered her prayer by 

giving them a son. Their dream became a reality named Joseph.

 It is impossible to overestimate the power and role of dreams in human existence. Dreams have 

brought us lifesaving medical breakthroughs and soul-stirring revival movements. Some of our 

greatest athletic achievements are the result of a personal dream. The United States of America 

is the result of a dream of real democratic government by a group of patriots. Martin Luther King 

changed the course of a nation because he had a dream. Your world and “the” world can be changed 

because of the dream inside you.

 I’m specifically talking about your daytime dreams – your vision, your hopes, your aspirations, and 

your desires. A God-given dream won’t go away. Search your heart and mind to get in touch with the 

dream God has put inside you. Then pray about it and take action! 

Metro Community Church’s dream is to expand right now; reach out to more men, women, students 

and children; plan for our future; and bless our community… In this, countless more lives are going to 

change, to God’s glory. 

Prayer Focus: Pray our church’s vision will become a reality in God’s perfect timing. Pray our dreams 

of saving friends and family through a personal relationship with Jesus Christ will come about 

because of our spiritual journey. Ask God to reveal or clarify your personal dream that is His will for 

your life and direct you in acting on it. Seriously – what is God tugging on your heart to do?
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DAY 21 THE ANOINTING BRINGS UNITY

How good and pleasant it is when brothers live in unity!  It’s like a precious oil pored on the head, running down the 

beard, running down on Aaron’s beard, down upon the collar of his robes  It is as if the dew of Hermon were falling on 

Mount Zion.  For there the Lord bestows His blessing, even life forevermore.” - Psalm 133:1

The Anointing Brings Unity “How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in unity! It is like 

precious oil poured on the head, running down on the beard, running down on Aaron’s beard, down upon 

the collar of his robes. It is as if the dew of Hermon were falling on Mount Zion. For there the Lord bestows 

His blessing, even life forevermore.” Psalm 133:1 

Remember the television show M*A*S*H? It was based on an American emergency medical unit in the 

Korean War. This group of people was composed of some very different personalities. There was Hawkeye 

Pierce, B.J., and Father Mulcahy. There was Colonel Potter, Radar, and Hotlips Houlihan. They were always 

playing jokes on one another and arguing over different political views and the war. But there was always 

one thing that brought these characters together. It did not matter what particular argument was going on 

or what particular practical joke was being pulled, when they heard the sound of the choppers bringing in 

wounded, they always were united in the O.R.

In our day of hurting and wounded people, we cannot afford to be one more church that spends all of its 

time arguing over things that will not matter in the light of eternity. We must bring our differences together 

and allow the Lord to merge them in unity of the Spirit. Just as Aaron, the high priest, was anointed on his 

head and the oil ran down his body, so the Holy Spirit descends from our great High Priest, Jesus Christ. 

Anointing always brings harmony.

Prayer Focus: Pray that, throughout the fulfilling of the vision God has given Metro Community Church, we 

will experience genuine harmony resulting from the Holy Spirit’s presence among us. Ask God to show you 

specific ways you can contribute toward the unity of believers at Impact. Do you know anyone who adds to 

the disharmony of the church? How is God guiding you to respond to that division? Are you divided? Many 

times people just need their questions answered. Ask God to help you lead a unified cause to see more lives 

changed… starting with your own!



18

DAY 22 WHAT IF EVERYONE DOES IT?

“Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that 

accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for the generosity in sharing with them and with 

everyone else”.  2 Corinthians 9:13

What if Everyone Does It? “Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will 

praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for 

your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else.” 2 Corinthians 9:13 As we look to the 

future, we see thousands upon thousands of people all around us who need Jesus. Some are falling 

away. Many, many more are waiting to be reached out to by loving laborers. Williston and our entire 

region continue to grow with thousands of new residents. Who will reach out to these precious 

souls with the good news of Jesus? We must take on this challenge. We must invite them in and 

open our hearts to receive them with love and acceptance. But we have a difficulty that must be 

overcome: Our home is not big enough. We must have more space for more people. We must adjust 

what we currently have and make plans for a future move or expansion to bring more people into a 

relationship with God! How can we do this? First, by seeing this as a challenge and not a problem. 

This demands the right spiritual vision. In the days ahead, together, we are going to believe God will 

give us the insight–and the foresight–to do great things for His sake. 

Prayer Focus: Today, think about a close friend, family member or someone you can see being 

reached with the Gospel – someone you are praying will one day worship the Lord with us in New 

Hope’s new home. Pray about what it will take to get them in the Kingdom. Then envision them in a 

seat at Vandalia Metro Community Church. 
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DAY 23 YOU GOTTA LIGHT?

“Why is the house of God neglected? Then I called them together and stationed them at their posts.” Nehemiah 13:11b 

When the Olympics came to America a decade ago, part of the experience was to see the Olympic 

flame. At each Olympics, a flame is lit from the eternal Olympic flame in Greece and then carried to 

wherever the Olympics are being held. The flame made its way to Atlanta for the opening ceremonies 

after traveling all over America first.

 Volunteers and heroes from all over America carried the flame from place to place. While it was passing 

through Tacoma, Washington, Harley Sheffield had the honor of carrying it on his bicycle. As he was 

crossing the Tacoma Narrows Bridge, the expansion grates on the bridge blew a tire out on his bike. 

The torch popped out of its holder, fell onto the bridge, and broke into pieces. The Olympic flame was 

extinguished.

Sheffield was horrified. They would have to go all the way back to Greece and start over again! He would 

go down in history as the man who allowed the flame to go out! His panic was unnecessary because a 

“mother flame” was present in a trailing van as well as a replacement torch. Thus he could resume his 

duty, and the Olympic flame traveled onward. 

This story provides a great illustration of our walk with God. Too many times we stumble and allow our 

flame to go out. If your flame has been doused, there is not a “mother flame” to restore it. But there is a 

“Father flame” who stands ready to light your torch today, and He will keep it lit.

 Prayer Focus: Pray God will light our spiritual torches with the oil of the Holy Spirit. Pray Metro Community 

Church will always be on fire for the Lord. Ask God to make your spiritual flame burn brighter (increase 

your faith). Our Scripture today tells how God enabled Nehemiah to restore the priests to their duties. 

Ask Him how He can help you restore, rekindle, or resume something for Him that will give Him glory. 

• quiet time • tithing • serving • studying scripture • forgiving someone 



20


