
What is the Gospel?

By Pastor Tim Fisher

Hi, This is Pastor Tim, and I am excited
to share with you what we mean by “the
Gospel” (which means “Good News”) of
Jesus Christ!

Often, the Gospel is defined as “this is
how to go to heaven when you die.”

Certainly, this is important, as we must
turn to Jesus in repentance of sin,
believe in His resurrection from the
dead and confess Him as Lord. While
this is a part of the Gospel, it is not the
Gospel in its entirety! This is truly Good



News because the Gospel of Jesus is
greater than what we might think!

I’d like to share with you what the
Gospel is by looking at four days in the
life of Jesus Christ (Romans 10:9-13).

GOOD FRIDAY. This is the first day, the day
when Jesus Christ died on the cross.
Here Jesus promised one who has
been called “the thief on the cross” the
assurance of being with Him in
paradise. This crucified man was more
than a “thief,” as if the totality of his
crime was stealing someone’s camel. If
this were the case, he would not have
been crucified! Instead, he is described
as a “criminal” or “evildoer” in Scripture.
Like this man, we too are spiritual
“evildoers,” no matter how good we



think we are, yet Jesus promises us
eternal life when we receive Him and
His gift of eternal life (Romans 3:10-12;
23, Romans 6:23, Romans 10:9-13).
That’s Good News!

HOLY SATURDAY. This is the second day,
when Jesus’ lifeless body lay in the
grave. Like Jesus, we too will all face
death, but death does not have the final
word in Christ! As Jesus’ lifeless body
lay in the grave awaiting a glorious
resurrection, so the bodies of those
who trust in him will rise with a
resurrected body like His! In His death,
Jesus has tasted of death, defeated
death, set us free from the fear of
death, and gives us the hope of
resurrection. That’s Good News!



(Hebrews 2:14-15; 1 Thessalonians
4:13-18).

RESURRECTION SUNDAY. This is the third day,
what we call Easter Sunday, the day
that Jesus rose from the dead. Because
Jesus rose from the dead, all who
believe in Him have the joyful hope that
death is not final and that our bodies
will rise in resemblance to Jesus’ Easter
Sunday body, a body that is
incorruptible and eternal. That’s Good
News! (1 Corinthians 15:12-28).

ASCENSION DAY. This is the fourth day, the
day when Jesus was raised from the
earth and seated at the right hand of
God. Because of this, Jesus is “the ruler



of kings on earth.” Did you get that? The
Scriptures don’t say that one day Jesus
will be ruler, but that He is now! The
question should then be asked, “How
does Jesus reign today?” And the
answer is, get this- through His people!
On Pentecost, Jesus sent His Spirit to
live in His people, that we may fulfill His
purpose for our lives, our communities,
and our world! That’s Good News!
(Revelation 1:5; Acts 2; Matthew 6:10).

So . . . we invite you to join us in this
exciting journey as we learn, grow, and
follow Jesus in community! Even
though we can’t do this perfectly, we
can do this together!

In Love,

~Pastor Tim


