
Acts of the Apostles Bible Study

Session 1 - Introduction to Acts/Ascension

Introduction (Acts 1:1-2)

The title of the Book varies. Some Bibles simply say ACTS while others say ACTS OF THE APOSTLES.

The most comprehensive title for this book of the Bible is THE LORD JESUS CHRIST AT WORK BY

THE HOLY SPIRIT THROUGH THE APOSTLES.

Acts was written by Luke who was a physician and a traveling companion of Paul. It is a continuation of

the Gospel of Luke, which is the “former book” mentioned in Acts 1:1. The book of Acts serves as a

bridge between the gospels (life of Christ) and the correspondence to the churches. Matthew ends with

the resurrection of Jesus, Mark ends with the ascension, Luke ends with the promise of the Holy Spirit

and John ends with the promise of the second coming of Jesus. All four of these things are mentioned in

Acts 1:1-11. Acts tells us the origin and background of the various churches to which the letters are

written.

The theme of Acts is in 1:8, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you

will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

Acts 1-7 describes how Jesus works by the power of the Holy Spirit through the apostles in Jerusalem.

Chapters 8-12 focus on the acts of the apostles in Judea and Samaria. Chapters 13-28 show how the

gospel began to be spread to the world. Acts focuses on the beginning of the church, some of the

growing pains they experienced, the power of the gospel and the persecution faced by the church.

Historical records and church traditions talk about the ministries of all the apostles but Acts focuses

primarily on two. Acts 1-12 focuses on Peter while Paul dominates chapters 13-28.

Acts does not have an ending. It just leaves off with Paul under house arrest in Rome awaiting trial.

There is no true ending because the Acts of Jesus’ followers continues to this day.

Read Acts 1:1-11, answer the questions, then use the commentary notes below to check your

answers and add to them.

Why did Jesus remain on earth 40 days after his resurrection?

Why did Jesus command his followers to wait in Jerusalem before going out to proclaim the gospel?



What did Jesus’ followers mean when they asked if it was “time to restore the kingdom to Israel?”

What is the significance of Jesus being taken up into a cloud as he ascended into heaven?

What promise does the angel give us?

Acts 1:3 gives us two reasons why Jesus remained on earth after his resurrection.

1. Jesus appeared to his followers and gave them “many convincing proofs” that he was alive again.

1 Corinthians 15:5 says that after he appeared to the apostles he appeared to “more than 500 of

the brothers at the same time”. The “convincing proofs” involved the senses (1 John 1:1). His

followers saw, heard, and touched him and they also ate with him (John 21:12, Acts 1:4).

2. Jesus “spoke about the kingdom of God”. He helped them to understand how the things that

happened to him fulfilled OT prophecies. Jesus helped them fill in the blanks and connect the

dots of his teachings. They had many “Aha” moments as they finally understood.

They had the desire, the drive and the motivation to go out and change the world. But they didn’t have

the power. Proclaiming the gospel is not just about saying the right words. They needed wisdom,

understanding and the ability to preach with power so they could convict people of their sins and

persuade them to receive Christ as their Savior.

Luke described the coming of the Holy Spirit in 24:49 and John recorded Jesus’ teaching about the Holy

Spirit in 14:15-27 and 16:5-15. Jesus compares the experience of receiving the Holy Spirit to baptism.

Just as they were immersed in water to represent their commitment to Christ, soon they would be

immersed in the power of the Spirit so they could live out that commitment and fulfill their purpose.

It was the common understanding that the long-awaited Messiah would restore Israel to her former

glory and more. Under King David and his son, Solomon, Israel became the greatest kingdom on earth.

But then they suffered numerous defeats at the hands of the Assyrians, Babylonians, Persians, and the

Romans. Jesus often faced this expectation that he would lead a rebellion against the Romans and

restore the glory of Israel. But that was not his purpose. When he stood before Pilate he was asked if

he had come to be Israel’s king. He answered “yes” but added, “My kingdom is not of this world.” Jesus

had a grander purpose than the restoration of Israel. He came to establish the kingdom of God over the

whole world.



This grand vision would begin small and then grow exponentially. The Spirit-powered followers of Jesus

were to start right where they were by proclaiming the gospel in Jerusalem. Then they would move out in

ever widening circles to Judea (the territory of Jerusalem), Samaria, and continue to the ends of the

earth. As I mentioned earlier, there is no ending to the book of Acts because we are still in the process

of reaching the world for Christ. That is why we are actively involved in supporting missions and Bible

translation projects throughout the world.

In the OT God’s glory and presence were often represented by a cloud (Exodus 13:21, 19:9; Numbers

9:15-18; 1 Kings 8:10-11). Jesus had left the glory of God to come to earth as a man. Now he was

returning to God in the cloud of his glorious presence! As Jesus ascended an angel of the Lord appeared

and gave a promise to Jesus’ followers. Just as he went so will he return, in the cloud of God’s glorious

presence (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17)


