
Acts of the Apostles Bible Study

Session 3 - The Holy Spirit Creates a Community

Acts 2:40-41

The direct result of the pouring out of the Holy Spirit upon the followers of Jesus was a great harvest

of souls (appropriate since Pentecost was a festival celebrating the harvest). Acts 1:15 tells us there

were about 120 believers gathered together before the coming of the Holy Spirit. By the end of that

day their number had grown to over 3,000. The first thing the Holy Spirit did was enable Jesus’

followers to go out and proclaim the gospel and convict those who heard of their sins.. As a result they

turned to Christ and a community of faith was born.

Acts 2:42-47

These verses describe the first church. We know how they came together (the preaching of the gospel

through the power of the Holy Spirit). We know why they came together (faith in Jesus Christ as their

Savior and Lord). These verses tell us what they did after they came together. How did they begin to

live out their faith as a community of believers?

“Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles”

(vs. 43). In John 14:12 Jesus told his disciples that they would be able to do the things he was doing and

even greater things after he returned to heaven. When the church began they had no Bible to read.

They only had the testimony of the apostles confirmed by the miraculous signs they were able to

perform. These signs allowed them to speak and act with Jesus’ authority. Today, our authority comes

from God’s word.

What was the early church like?

● “Devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching” - they were committed to hearing,

understanding, applying and then sharing the word of God as they received it from the apostles.

● “Fellowship” - true fellowship goes beyond just greeting one another, being friendly and

welcoming, and spending time together. They had a sense of unity, “All the believers were

together”, They had a desire to be together. “Every day they continued to meet together”, and

share meals together (“they broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and

sincere hearts.)

● They had genuine concern for the well-being of each other and were willing to make sacrifices to

help each other. They “had everything in common. Selling their possessions and goods, they

gave to anyone as he had need”,

● They were also devoted to prayer (vs. 42) and “praising God” in worship (vs. 47).

● Being devoted to “the breaking of bread” (vs. 42), also included sharing together in communion.

It was the practice of the early church to partake of communion while sharing a meal.



This is the kind of church God blessed, and continues to bless today. Notice that verse 47 says, “the

Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved”. They didn’t have to try to grow the

church, it grew naturally as they lived out their faith and shared their faith with others (daily).

Acts 4:32-37

These verses emphasize the unity of the believers. They were “one in heart and mind”. Everyone was on

the same page with regard to what it meant to be a follower of Jesus and how they demonstrated their

faith in their daily lives. Evidence of their unity was in the way they cared for one another with what

they had. “No one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but they shared everything they

had.” This was a radical approach to life then, and even more so today in a culture where people tend to

cling tightly to their possessions. As a result of their open-handed way of life “there were no needy

persons among them”. Barnabas is used as an example of this spirit of caring. He sold a field and gave

the money to the apostles to help people in the church.

Vs. 33 also emphasizes how the apostles continued to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ with

demonstrations of God’s power “and much grace was upon them all”.

The ultimate question that rises out of these passages is “Does that describe our church today?” And

the best way to answer that question is to ask some follow up questions:

● Do we show “much grace” to each other?

● Are we of “one heart and mind”?

● Do we share our possessions open-handedly?

● Are we devoted to the word of God, fellowship, prayer, and worship?

● Is God blessing our church by adding to our number those who are being saved?


