
Keys to a life of harmony 
1 Peter 3:8-12 

 
 
Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as brothers, be 
compassionate and humble. 9 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with 
blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. 10 For, 
 
"Whoever would love life 
and see good days 
must keep his tongue from evil 
and his lips from deceitful speech.  
11 He must turn from evil and do good; 
he must seek peace and pursue it.  
12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous 
and his ears are attentive to their prayer, 
but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil."  
(1 Peter 3:8-12 NIV) 
 
 
 
 
We are called to live a life that promotes harmony not discord. 
 
 Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as brothers, be 
compassionate and humble. 9 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with 
blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing.  (1 Peter 
3:8-10 NIV) 
 
 
 
The ingredients necessary for harmony: 
 
…be sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate and humble. 9 Do not repay evil 
with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to this you were called so that 
you may inherit a blessing. (1 Peter 3:8-12 NIV) 
 
 
 
1  Be sympathetic. 
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Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. (Romans 12:15 NIV) 
 
 
 
2  Have a brotherly love for each other. 
 
Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves.  
(Romans 12:10 NIV) 
 
Keep on loving each other as brothers 
(Hebrews 13:1 NIV) 
 
 
3  Be compassionate. 
 
33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he 
took pity on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. 
Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him. 35 The 
next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper. 'Look after him,' he 
said, 'and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.'  
36 "Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands 
of robbers?"  
37 The expert in the law replied, "The one who had mercy on him." 
Jesus told him, "Go and do likewise."  (Luke 10:33-37 NIV) 
 
 
 
 
We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not to please ourselves. 
2 Each of us should please his neighbor for his good, to build him up. 3 For even Christ did 
not please himself but, as it is written: "The insults of those who insult you have fallen on 
me." (Romans 15:1-4 NIV) 
 
 
 
4  Be humble. 
 
Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 3 Make 
every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.  
(Ephesians 4:2-3 NIV) 
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Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with 
people of low position. Do not be conceited.  
(Romans 12:16 NIV) 
 
 
5  Don’t repay evil with evil but with a blessing. 
 
be sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate and humble. 9 Do not repay evil with 
evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may 
inherit a blessing.  (1 Peter 3:8-9 NIV) 
 
 
 
 "But I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless 
those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 29 If someone strikes you on one 
cheek, turn to him the other also. If someone takes your cloak, do not stop him from taking 
your tunic. 30 Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do 
not demand it back. 31 Do to others as you would have them do to you.  
(Luke 6:27-31NIV) 
 
 
Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. (Romans 12:22 NIV) 
 
 
 
 
6  Don’t repay insult with insult but with a blessing. 
 
 
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.  (Romans 12:14 NIV) 
 
Make sure that nobody pays back wrong for wrong, but always try to be kind to each other 
and to everyone else. (1 Thessalonians 5:15 NIV) 
 
 
 
 
7  Keep your tongue from evil and deceit 
 
 
For, 
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"Whoever would love life 
and see good days 
must keep his tongue from evil 
and his lips from deceitful speech.  
11 He must turn from evil and do good; 
he must seek peace and pursue it.  
12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous 
and his ears are attentive to their prayer, 
but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil."  
1 Peter 3:10-12 NIV) 
 
 
Likewise the tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes great boasts. Consider what a 
great forest is set on fire by a small spark. 6 The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among 
the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole person, sets the whole course of his life on fire, 
and is itself set on fire by hell.  (James 3:5-6 NIV) 
 
 
 
Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable — if anything is excellent or praiseworthy — 
think about such things.  
(Philippians 4:8-9 NIV) 
 
 
 
8  Turn from evil and do good 
 
 
Test everything. Hold on to the good. 22 Avoid every kind of evil.  
(1 Thessalonians 5:21-22 NIV) 
 
 
For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do.  
(Ephesians 2:10 NIV) 
 
 
9  Seek and pursue peace 
 
He must turn from evil and do good; 
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he must seek peace and pursue it.  
12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous 
and his ears are attentive to their prayer, 
but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil."  
(1 Peter 3:11-12 NIV) 
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