Reminders of What Love Looks Like
3 John
3 John 1-4 The elder, To my dear friend Gaius, whom I love in the truth. 2 Dear friend, I pray that you may
enjoy good health and that all may go well with you, even as your soul is getting along well. 3 It gave me great
joy to have some brothers come and tell about your faithfulness to the truth and how you continue to walk in the
truth. 4 I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth. (NIV)
A reminder to pray:
Four aspects of prayer to consider:
1. Pray for others.
1 Thessalonians 3:10 Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you again and supply what is
lacking in your faith. (NIV)
Ephesians 6:18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind,
be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints. (NIV)
2. Pray for self.
Philippians 4:6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
present your requests to God. (NIV)
1 Thessalonians 5:18 Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus. (NIV)
3. Pray often.
1 Thessalonians. 5:17 pray continually; (NIV)
4. Ask others to pray for you.
1 Thessalonians 5:25 Brothers, pray for us. (NIV)
3 John 1:9-10 I wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, who loves to be first, will have nothing to do with us.
10 So if I come, I will call attention to what he is doing, gossiping maliciously about us. Not satisfied with that,
he refuses to welcome the brothers. He also stops those who want to do so and puts them out of the church.
(NIV)
A reminder to encourage and support others who stand for truth:
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1. Give words of encouragement
Hebrews 3:13 But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that none of you may be
hardened by sin's deceitfulness. (NIV)
Hebrews 10:24-25 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. 25 Let us
not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another — and all the
more as you see the Day approaching. (NIV)
2. Be willing to stand with them in their decision or action.
1 Thessalonians 3:2 We sent Timothy, who is our brother and God's fellow worker in spreading the gospel of
Christ, to strengthen and encourage you in your faith, (NIV)
A reminder to hold leadership accountable:
Matthew 20:25-28
A reminder to establish checks and balances in leadership:
Titus 1:5-9
Acts 20:28 Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be
shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood. (NIV)
1 Peter 5:1-3
3 John 10-11 So if I come, I will call attention to what he is doing, gossiping maliciously about us. Not satisfied
with that, he refuses to welcome the brothers. He also stops those who want to do so and puts them out of the
church. 11 Dear friend, do not imitate what is evil but what is good. Anyone who does what is good is from
God. Anyone who does what is evil has not seen God. (NIV)
A reminder of our responsibility to deal with sin in Christ’s church:
Galatians 6:1-3 Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore him gently. But
watch yourself, or you also may be tempted. 2 Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the
law of Christ. (NIV)
A reminder of God’s peace in the midst of life’s storms:
3 John 13-14 I have much to write you, but I do not want to do so with pen and ink. 14 I hope to see you soon,
and we will talk face to face. Peace to you. The friends here send their greetings. Greet the friends there by
name. (NIV)
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