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Temple Cleansing 
John 2:12-25 

 
 
John 2:12-25 
12 After this He went down to Capernaum with His mother and brothers and His disciples. There they 
stayed for a few days. 
13 When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 
14 In the temple courts He found men selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables 
exchanging money. 
15 So He made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple area, both sheep and cattle; He scattered 
the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 
16 To those who sold doves He said, "Get these out of here! How dare you turn my Father's house into a 
market!" 
17 His disciples remembered that it is written: "Zeal for your house will consume me." 
18 Then the Jews demanded of Him, "What miraculous sign can you show us to prove your authority to do 
all this?" 
19 Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days." 
20 The Jews replied, "It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in three 
days?" 
21 But the temple He had spoken of was His body. 
22 After He was raised from the dead, His disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the 
Scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken. 
23 Now while He was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many people saw the miraculous signs He was 
doing and believed in His name. 
24 But Jesus would not entrust Himself to them, for He knew all men. 
25 He did not need man's testimony about man, for He knew what was in a man. (NIV) 
 
 
 
 
John 2:14 In the temple courts He found men selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables 
exchanging money. 
 
 
 
The temple was filled with people and animals. It was also filled with robbery and extortion. 
 
 
 
 
John 2:15 So He made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple area, both sheep and cattle; He 
scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16 To those who sold doves He said, "Get 
these out of here! How dare you turn my Father's house into a market!" 17 His disciples remembered that it is 
written: "Zeal for your house will consume me." NIV 
 
 
 
Mark 3:2-5  
 
Matthew 23:27-28, 33 
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Everything Jesus did reflected the nature of God, which includes His clearing the temple. 
 
 
Through Jesus we learn about God the father. We learn about what God loves as well as what He hates.  We 
also learn what we should love and what we should hate. 
 
 
Proverbs 6:16-19 
Psalm 45:7  
Psalm 97:10 
 
 
What do we learn about ourselves and our relationship with God from the cleansing of the temple? 
 
1. Jesus was angry at the irreverence towards God. 
 
 
 
“What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most important thing about us. ... 
Worship is pure or base as the worshiper entertains high or low thoughts of God.” A.W. Tozer 

 
The way we worship on Sunday mornings reveals what we think about God. 
 
Isaiah 6:1-5 
 
2. The religious leaders hindered others from seeking and worshipping God. 
 
 
Does my life draw people to God or push them away? 
 
 
1 Corinthians 3:16-17 
 
1 Corinthians 6:19-20 
 
Revelation 19:4-6 
 
 
 


