
Chosen to be strangers 
1 Peter 1:1-4 

 
Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To God's elect, strangers in the world, scattered throughout 
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, 2who have been chosen according to the 
foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, for obedience to 
Jesus Christ and sprinkling by his blood: Grace and peace be yours in abundance.  
 
3Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us 
new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,  4and into an 
inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade-- kept in heaven for you,  5who through faith are 
shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last 
time. 
6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all 
kinds of trials. 
7 These have come so that your faith-- of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though 
refined by fire-- may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus 
Christ is revealed. 1 Peter 1:1-7 (NIV) 
 
 

Encouragement in times of ​trials 
 
 
1. You are chosen by God, you are God’s elect; nothing can take that away from you. 
 
 
…who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the 
sanctifying work of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and sprinkling by his blood.  
1 Peter 1:2 (NIV) 
 
 
2.  This world may try to control you, even destroy you, but you ​belong​ to God! 
 
 
35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or 
famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written: 
"For your sake we face death all day long; 
we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered."  
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am 
convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the 
future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be 
able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
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Romans 8:35-39 (NIV) 
 
 
For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you out of 
all the peoples on the face of the earth to be his people, his treasured possession. 
Deuteronomy 7:6 (NIV) 
 
…for you are a people holy to the LORD your God. Out of all the peoples on the face of the 
earth, the LORD has chosen you to be his treasured possession. 
Deuteronomy 14:2 (NIV) 
 
 
O descendants of Abraham his servant, O sons of Jacob, his chosen ones. Psalm 105:6 (NIV) 
 
 
He brought out his people with rejoicing, his chosen ones with shouts of joy;  
Psalm 105:43 (NIV) 
 
 
 
"But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, 'This is the heir. Come, let's kill him 
and take his inheritance.' 
39 So they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. 
40 "Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?" 
41 "He will bring those wretches to a wretched end," they replied, "and he will rent the 
vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his share of the crop at harvest time." 
42 Jesus said to them, "Have you never read in the Scriptures: "'The stone the builders 
rejected has become the capstone; the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes'? 
43 "Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a 
people who will produce its fruit.  Matthew 21:38-43 (NIV) 
 
 
For in Scripture it says: "See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the 
one who trusts in him will never be put to shame." 
7 Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, "The 
stone the builders rejected has become the capstone," 1 Peter 2:6-7 (NIV) 
 
 
About noon the following day as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter 
went up on the roof to pray. 
10 He became hungry and wanted something to eat, and while the meal was being prepared, 
he fell into a trance. 11He saw heaven opened and something like a large sheet being let down 
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to earth by its four corners. 12It contained all kinds of four-footed animals, as well as reptiles of 
the earth and birds of the air. 13Then a voice told him, "Get up, Peter. Kill and eat." 
14 "Surely not, Lord!" Peter replied. "I have never eaten anything impure or unclean." 
15 The voice spoke to him a second time, "Do not call anything impure that God has made 
clean." 16This happened three times, and immediately the sheet was taken back to heaven. 
17While Peter was wondering about the meaning of the vision, the men sent by Cornelius found 
out where Simon's house was and stopped at the gate. 
18 They called out, asking if Simon who was known as Peter was staying there.  
Acts 10:9-18 (NIV) 
  
 
Then Peter began to speak: "I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism 
35but accepts men from every nation who fear him and do what is right. 
Acts 10:34-35 (NIV) 
 
 
The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with 
you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.  
2 Peter 3:9 (NIV) 
 
 
This is good, and pleases God our Savior, 4 who wants all men to be saved and to come to a 
knowledge of the truth. 1 Timothy 2:3-4 (NIV) 
 
 
Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To God's elect, strangers in the world, scattered throughout 
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia,  2who have been chosen according to the 
foreknowledge of God the Father  1 Peter 1:1-2 (NIV) 
 
 
If God is for us, who can be against us? 
32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all-- how will he not also, 
along with him, graciously give us all things? 
33 Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 
34 Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died-- more than that, who was raised to 
life-- is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 
35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or 
famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 
38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the 
present nor the future, nor any powers, 
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39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Romans 8:31-39 (NIV) 
 
 
 
3. Christians are  “​strangers​ in this world.” 
 

What makes someone a stranger in this world? 
 
● They don’t see this world as their ​home​. 

 
● They never feel completely ​comfortably​. 

 
● They don’t ​invest​ all their time and money here. 

 
● They don’t put their ​trust​ and ​hope​ in this world. 

 
● Their primary ​allegiance​ is not to this world. 

 
● Their ​heart​ is in another place.  

 
● Their ​ways​ are ​different​ than those around them. 

 
● They are ​misunderstood​.  

 
● They were ​born​ somewhere else. 

 
● Their ​inheritance​ is in another place. 
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