Stand Strong
I Peter 1:1

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To God's elect, strangers in the world, scattered throughout
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, Peter 1:1(NIV)

Peter:

1. Peter was introduced to Jesus by his brother Andrew, who was a disciple of John the Baptist.

"Come," he replied, "and you will see." So they went and saw where he was staying, and spent
that day with him. It was about the tenth hour.

40  Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said and
who had followed Jesus.

41  The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, "We have found the
Messiah" (that is, the Christ).

42 And he brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, "You are Simon son of John.
You will be called Cephas" (which, when translated, is Peter). John 1:39-42 (NIV)

2. Jesus calls Peter to follow him and be a fulltime fisher of men.

As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and
his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen.

19 "Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men."

20 At once they left their nets and followed him. Matthew 4:18-20 (NIV)

3. Peter was the one that spoke up, and stepped up.

"Lord, if it's you," Peter replied, "tell me to come to you on the water."29"Come," he said. Then
Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus.

30But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, "Lord, save me!"
31Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. "You of little faith," he said, "why
did you doubt?" 32And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down.



33Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, "Truly you are the Son of God."
Matthew 14:28-33( NIV)

4. Peter spoke up and proclaimed Jesus as lord.

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, "Who do people say
the Son of Man 1s?" 14They replied, "Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still
others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets." 15"But what about you?" he asked. "Who do you say I
am?" 16 Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."

Matthew 16:13-16 NIV)

5. Peter, in his passion, tried to correct Jesus.

From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer
many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be
killed and on the third day be raised to life. 22Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.
"Never, Lord!" he said. "This shall never happen to you!"

23Jesus turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you
do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men." 24Then Jesus said to his
disciples, "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and
follow me. Matthew 16:21-24 (NIV)

6. Peter in his enthusiasm embarrasses himself on the Mount of Transfiguration.

There he was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as
white as the light. 3Just then there appeared before them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus.
4Peter said to Jesus, "Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put up three shelters--
one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah."

5While he was still speaking, a bright cloud enveloped them, and a voice from the cloud said,
"This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!" 6When the disciples
heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, terrified. 7But Jesus came and touched them. "Get
up," he said. "Don't be afraid." 8When they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus.

Matthew 17:2-8 (NIV)

7. Peter was ready to defend Jesus against a detachment of soldiers.

Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest's servant, cutting off his
right ear... John 18:10 (NIV)



8. Peter denied knowing Jesus.

After a little while, those standing there went up to Peter and said, "Surely you are one of them,
for your accent gives you away." 74Then he began to call down curses on himself and he swore
to them, "I don't know the man!" Immediately a rooster crowed.

75Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken: "Before the rooster crows, you will
disown me three times." And he went outside and wept bitterly. Matt 26:73-75 (NI1V)

9. Peter grieved deeply over his failure to be identified with Jesus.

10. Peter received forgiveness, restoration and a call to serve Christ.

The third time he said to him, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" Peter was hurt because
Jesus asked him the third time, "Do you love me?" He said, "Lord, you know all things; you
know that I love you." Jesus said, "Feed my sheep. John 21:17-19

11. Peter was transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: "Fellow Jews
and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say...

37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other
apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?"38Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of

you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit. Acts 2:14, 37-38 (NIV)

Four lessons from the life of Peter:

1. Jesus is in the business of transforming lives

"Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men." 20At once they left their
nets and followed him. Matthew 4:19 (NIV)

He takes you from what you are and calls you to who you can be.

2. God doesn’t define you by your failure.



But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for
us. Romans 5:8 (NIV)

We see our failure---God sees our potential

3. In our power we fail, in God’s power we succeed.

4. God uses ordinary people to do extraordinary things.

When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary

men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus. Acts 4:13
(NIV)



