
How to give
Go to:  https://www.newcommunity.org.au/appeal
or scan the QR code.

Gifts to the New Community Christmas Appeal 
are tax deductible.

CHRISTMAS APPEAL

2021
2021 Giving Target  -  $30,000
to further support the work of Mulberries in Laos



Mulberries      The organisation
Mulberries, also known as the “Lao Sericulture Company (LSC)”, has been involved in rural economic 
development in Xieng Khouang Province of Laos for over twenty years. LSC currently partners with over 
hundreds of rural families in growing organic mulberry trees for the purpose of silk thread, silk cocoon, 
tea,  jam and handicraft production. 
By providing training, production equipment and access to commercial markets, Mulberries assists these 
rural families in achieving financial stability.

From saplings to silk
3,000 mulberry saplings at a cost of around $1000 get a family 
started. The mulberry leaves are food for the silk worms.

Mulberry leaves are prepared in a silk worm rearing house for up to 
72,000 silk worms. A rearing house can be provided for about $900 
per family.

Silk worms feed on mulberry leaves in the rearing house.

Over the course of three days, each silk worm will slowly envelope 
itself in a cocoon by winding one continuous thread about itself in a 
figure eight pattern. 

Processes to clean, soften, twist and spin the silk prepare the thread 
for dying and weaving.

Silk thread is finally woven into high quality silk fabric.
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Previous appeals
2017... raised over $33,000
to enable Mulberries to get 20 families established and on the path to 
self-sufficiency as silk-worm farmers and silk producers.
2018... raised over $44,000
to provide a four wheel drive vehicle for reliable transport for Mulberries 
staff to access remote areas.
2019... raised over $40,000
to get over 20 Lao families out of the cycle of poverty by assisting them 
to begin sustainable silk production.
2020... New Community made a three year commitment to raise a total 
of $90,000 ($30,000 per year) to support Mulberries in helping more 
and more Lao families out of the cycle of poverty. Our 2020 Christmas 
appeal raised over $38,000 towards this $90,000 three year target.

Our 2021 appeal target
This Christmas we are seeking to raise a further  $30,000 to get us well 
on the way to the three year target.


