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We presume you are reading this profile about Bella Vista Community Church (BVCC) because 

you are interested in learning more about our church. We understand you can go to our website and 

read about “our purpose”, “what we believe”, “our mission” and “our vision”, etc. But we expect 

you would like to know more about us and how we try to accomplish all that is spelled out on our 

website. Hopefully, the following information will give you better insight and understanding of 

BVCC. 

 We currently have an interim pastor (Pastor Gary Crandall) and a full-time associate pastor (Pastor 

Anna Teel) who has been with this church for 16 years. Pastor Gary was hired to serve as our pastor 

until we find a new lead pastor and is using his expertise to guide us through the process of doing 

that. Both pastors are attending the search team meetings to lend guidance as we take a fresh look at 

the needs of our church and what direction God wants to lead us toward going forward. 

 Sunday morning at BVCC starts early. Volunteers show up at 7:30AM to open the church. Two 

Adult Bible Fellowship classes meet from 9:00 to 9:50AM. Choir members don the choir robes and 

meet in the choir room at about 9:15 to warm up and practice the mornings introit. Coffee is 

available for attendees who choose to come a little early and fellowship with other believers. 

Starting at about 9:40 people already in attendance enjoy musicians playing the organ and/or the 

piano, which continues until 10:00. 

 A pastor usually leads the Sunday morning service with announcements and welcoming all to our 

worship time together. Pastor Gary usually fills this role, but Pastor Anna is very capable as well. 

The choir usually begins our worship time with an introit. While the choir leaves the choir loft to 

join the rest of the congregation, there is usually a time of prayer and perhaps some special music. 

About the time the choir has reentered the sanctuary, we will join together in song in preparation for 

the sermon. The songs are usually in the hymnals in the back of the pews next to the Bibles, but we 

also have the words projected onto screens at the front of the sanctuary for those that don't care to 

or are unable to use the hymnals. There are still numerous people in our congregation that try to 

sing the harmony parts as the writer of the song intended. Most of the time, the bulletin handed out 

at the church entrances contains a sermon outline with some blanks to be filled in by attendees 

during the sermon to help the congregation stay engaged and focused as the sermon is delivered. 

The first Sunday of each month, the congregation shares communion through the remembrance of 

the Lord's Supper. Communion is also served on special events throughout the year. We at BVCC 

practice “open” communion to include all believers in Jesus Christ. Following the benediction, 

church members are dismissed ending the Sunday Service. 

 Our church campus is centrally located in Bella Vista with modern facilities and generous parking 

areas. Our main building houses a large sanctuary (seats ~500), a smaller chapel with adjacent 

parlor, significant overflow area, a very large meeting hall, well equipped kitchen, administrative 

offices, numerous classrooms on two levels, a library, and a choir practice room. At the back of our 

sanctuary, in the overflow area, we have an Information Desk and Welcome Center. This space also 

serves as a social area where attendees, prior to or following the worship service, enjoy coffee, 

water, tea and our once-a-month cookie-Sunday. Our Information Center is a focal point for 

members and guests to sign up for upcoming events, such as Lenten suppers, Community Life 



Groups (Bible studies), and community service events. The Welcome Center provides visitors with 

information about our church and allows us to offer them a gift box following their first visit to 

BVCC. We also have a good sized out-building that houses our 12 passenger church bus that is 

used on Sunday mornings to transport people unable to drive attend our church from a nearby 

senior living care center, and our “golf-cart pick-up” vehicle to assist older members to get to and 

from our worship services from our parking lot. A small playground is offered for children off this 

parking lot. We are surrounded by woods on three sides lending a peaceful atmosphere for worship. 

 Bella Vista was originally marketed as a retirement amenities community, but our demographics 

are changing, and we are seeing many younger families moving here. Early residents, from many 

different faith movements, came to Bella Vista from all around the country for various reasons 

including the natural beauty of the Ozarks and the pleasant four-season climate. BVCC was 

chartered in 1974 with 124 members. Bella Vista Community Church is an evangelical, 

interdenominational church. The bond for this diverse group is Jesus Christ, The Way, The Truth, 

and The Source of Life. Today we have over 300 members, although presently, and partly due to 

Covid-19, we have about 180 for Sunday morning worship representing numerous denominations. 

We are independent and self-governing. We are comprised of people from a wide spectrum of 

denominational backgrounds. How do we make it work? By focusing on the things which unite us, 

like salvation in Christ alone by grace alone through faith alone and by affirming the divine 

inspiration, infallibility, and supreme authority of the Bible just to name a couple items. We 

recognize that we are all children of God, and all are created in His image, and are all descendants 

of Adam and Eve. Therefore, in the spirit of Galatians 3:28, we welcome all people regardless of 

ethnicity, race, or background. Jesus is the One who binds us together.  

 Some of the benefits of being an interdenominational church are flexibility to set its own priorities 

and the lack of a denominational hierarchy to responsible to and support. One of the unique features 

of the church is its early decision to devote 25% of the operating budget to outreach/mission 

projects. This level of financial commitment enables the church to reach out in many ways 

providing service to those who cannot always help themselves. Recognizing God's providence, this 

goal has been achieved for at least the last 20 years. 

 Our worship style is traditional worship rather than contemporary. On Sundays you will see most 

people attending BVCC in a dressy casual fashion. Some men still wear ties and sport coats, but 

nice jeans with a sport shirt are common. Some women wear dresses, but dressy pant outfits are 

more common. Our congregation is made up primarily, but not exclusively, of empty-nesters, 

retirees and senior adults. We have a small group of adults with children but not many. We offer 

Sunday School (Kid's Connect) for elementary children and nursery care for those under the age of 

three in pleasantly decorated child-friendly rooms. BVCC has had contemporary services in the 

past, but they never really grew in attendance. We are currently making cosmetic changes to update 

our campus to achieve a more inviting appearance, but we focus primarily on ministering to the 

unique challenges of later adulthood. 
 Our church is governed by a Board of Ministry (BOM). Working with the leadership of the BOM 

are the following organizations: 
 

* Ministry of Worship   * Nominating Committee 
* Ministry of Member Care   * Human Resource Committee 

* Ministry of Christian Education  * Board of Trustees 
* Ministry of Outreach   * Finance Committee 
* Ministry of Church Growth 



Our people serving in these different capacities are volunteers striving to help our church grow and 

prosper in order to fulfill our purpose, “Loving God, loving people and making disciples of Jesus in 

Bella Vista and beyond”. BVCC is dedicated to glorifying God and serving the entire community, 

with abundant opportunities for service. 

 In addition to two adult Bible study groups on Sunday morning we offer a Men's Bible Fellowship, 

Women's Bible Study, and small group Bible studies (Community Life Groups). We find these 

small groups help build closer relationships between Christians as we share the study of God's word 

and share real life experiences. We also have a unique group called “Joyful Noise”, a band-get-

together, where singers and musicians using various instruments bring glory to our Lord. 

 Our church is blessed to have so many talented musicians in the congregation. The organist and 

pianist are quite accomplished. We also have an extraordinary choir director with typically about 

40-45 choir members on any given Sunday. We also get to enjoy special music selections as 

individuals are led to share their talents with the church. Our choir director also leads the bell choir 

during the service on special occasions. Most of our songs include a gospel message or on occasion 

a patriotic theme and usually include multiple stanzas. All of our music is intended to bring glory, 

honor, and praise to God. We tend to shy away from contemporary Christian songs that have very 

repetitive choruses. 

 Our prayer ministry is strong and getting stronger. We encourage members to become prayer 

warriors and sign up for at least one hour time slot per week to pray for the needs of our church 

family, our extended family, the community, the state, the nation and the world. We also have a 

group prayer ministry that meets each Wednesday morning for a time of corporate prayer and 

fellowship. We are witnessing God move in some supernatural ways and we always give Him the 

glory. 

 Our church attendance like many churches experienced some challenging times during the Covid-

19 pandemic. We suspended the Sunday morning services for a short time in 2020. Since 

reopening, church attendance has slowly been recovering. It is encouraging to see members who 

were more at risk from the virus than some of the others returning to church and getting more 

involved once again. We have also seen a good number of first time visitors recently and we try to 

make them feel welcome. 

 The church buildings and parking areas are in very good condition inside and out. Although the 

church has been around for a number of years, it is still attractive and has many amenities making it 

a suitable place for special events and meals on a large scale, such as a Thanksgiving dinner, 

community musical concerts, and other large meetings. 

 We hope this helps you understand a little more about our church and we look forward to meeting 

you. 

  

Sincerely, 

The Pastoral Search Team 

  


