
LESSON 08

Just for  
Teachers

What’s Heaven Like, and 
What Will I Do There?

TODAY’S 
BIBLE BASE

Bold Bible Truth
God is your friendGod is your friend.. 
(Romans 5:11)

“And they will see his face, and his name will be written on their foreheads. And 
there will be no night there—no need for lamps or sun—for the Lord God will shine 
on them. And they will reign forever and ever.”  
(Revelation 22:4-5)

 • Jesus is preparing a place for us in heaven. 
John 14:2-3

 • What heaven looks like.  
Revelation 21:10-23

 • What we’ll look like in heaven.  
1 Corinthians 15:43-44

 • What heaven feels like. 
Revelation 21:4

 • In heaven we will eat, worship, serve, and rest. 
Revelation 22:2; Revelation 19:9; Revelation 4:6-8; Revelation 22:3; 
Revelation 14:13

Create a Bold Classroom Environment 
By doing the Mystery Missions and sharing about them, you’re setting the tone 
that they’re important. Your stories can also show how simple, easy actions can 
make a big difference. Even if none of the preteens have completed a mission, 
sharing your own stories makes a lasting impact on kids!

Pray for Your Preteens 
In the heavenly gates to the right, 
write a prayer for your preteens to 
embrace the joy and excitement about 
heaven.  

According to 
pewresearch.org, 
72 percent of 
Americans believe 
in heaven. But for 
kids (and adults, 
too!), the idea of 
heaven can be a 
bit of a mystery. 
Will it be fun? Or 
will we just sit on 
fluffy clouds playing 
harps all day? What 
exactly will we do 
there? This lesson 
addresses some 
of those critical 
questions.
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THIS LESSON AT A GLANCE
Section What Preteens Do Supplies Easy Prep

Begin Boldly 
(about 5 minutes)

Welcome each other, review 
BE BOLD Values, and add 
to the whiteboard/poster 
board.

 • BE BOLD Values poster

 • whiteboard or poster 
board 

 • paper

 • markers

 

Game 
(about 10 minutes)

Play Guess What!  • 5 paper lunch bags

 • 5 items that would be hard 
to describe (include some 
kids won’t even recognize, 
like a cassette tape or a 
weird kitchen gadget)

 • Place each item in a 
separate paper lunch bag.

Question of the Week 
(about 20 minutes)

Dig into Scripture to 
discover what heaven is like 
and what we’ll do there.

 • Bibles

 • Bold Action Student Books

 • markers

 • scissors

 • snack

 • Tear out pages 43-48 
from Bold Action Student 
Books.

Bold Action 
(about 15 minutes)

Make friendship wristbands 
that remind them about 
heaven. 

 • Bold Action Student Books

 • scissors

 • glue sticks

 • pencils

 • yarn

Bold Blessing 
(about 10 minutes)

Receive a prayer blessing 
and a Mystery Mission.

 • Mystery Mission Cards

 • Mystery Mission Stickers

 • Fold and seal a Mystery 
Mission Card for each 
preteen using 3 stickers.

 BEGIN BOLDLY (ABOUT 5 MINUTES)

Arrival Activity
Greet preteens warmly as they arrive. This week, snack will be served later. 
If kids ask about it, let them know that something good is coming. Build up 
the anticipation.

Set out paper and markers, and challenge kids to draw a swirling, curling 
line without lifting their marker. They should connect the end of their line to 
the beginning so no one can tell where it begins or ends. See how long of a 
twisted line they can draw!

As you’re ready to move on, move the paper and markers out of sight. 
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Welcome Kids 
This week ask a willing reader to read aloud the BE BOLD Values from the 
BE BOLD Values poster: 

You’re accepted just as you are.

We respect each other’s thoughts and struggles.

We’re all in this together. 

God is here, ready to be your friend because you matter!

Say: I love that every week you get to hear that you matter. Because you do! 
In fact, today’s Bold Bible Truth tells us that God is our friendGod is our friend. That 
means you matter so much to him! 

Question Collection
Say: Today we’re talking about heaven. There are a lot of ideas out there about 

what heaven is like.

One thing I’ve heard about what heaven is like is...

Write an idea about heaven on the whiteboard.

Say: Now it’s your turn. What are your thoughts about what heaven will be like? 
They could be your own ideas or things you’ve heard but don’t believe. 
Tell me and I’ll write them, or feel free to come up and write your idea 
yourself. 

Gather kids’ thoughts on the board. Be sure to have enough markers so 
preteens can write their own ideas. 

Say: Thanks for sharing your ideas about heaven. I’m glad we’re all in this 
together, because we have a lot to find out! Heaven is like the curly loops 
you drew earlier; it has no beginning and no end. And if I’m going to 
spend forever somewhere, I want to know what it’s like! So that’s what 
we’ll find out today: What’s heaven like, and what will we do there?

Before we dive into the question, let’s play a game to explore what it’s like 
to describe something unusual.  

 GAME (ABOUT 10 MINUTES) 

Guess What!
Have a preteen volunteer be the Describer. Give the Describer a prepared 
paper lunch bag. The Describer can look in the bag, even reach in and feel 
what’s in the bag, but may not take the item out of the bag or reveal it to 
others in any way.

Without saying what it is, the Describer will describe the item in the bag. 
Everyone else will try to guess what it is, right down to the color, pattern, 
or images on the item. After a minute or so of describing and guessing, the 
Describer can reveal the item.

Play five rounds, with a new Describer and new bag each time.

PRETEEN POINTER

If you have two 
leaders, station 
one at the door to 
welcome kids by 
name with a big 
smile. The other 
leader can facilitate 
the arrival activity, 
participating along 
with kids and asking 
questions about 
their weeks. Switch 
off each week so 
you can both get to 
know your group.
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 � If you were describing an item, how did you decide what words to use?

 � When you were guessing the items, which surprised you the most? Why?

Say: We’re about to dive into the Bible to find out how it describes heaven. But 
here’s something you need to know: A lot of the verses we’ll read come 
from the book of Revelation, which was written by a guy named John. 
God actually let John take a peek at heaven, and John wrote all about it!

But heaven isn’t like anything on earth, so John had to try to describe what he 
saw using comparisons to things on earth. It’s hard to describe something no 
one has ever seen before! So as you hear his descriptions, keep in mind that 
heaven is probably even better than John could describe.

 QUESTION OF THE WEEK (ABOUT 20 MINUTES)

Say: Let’s start exploring with some exciting news about heaven.

Read John 14:2-3 to preteens.

Say: God is our friendGod is our friend, and he’s preparing a special place for us in 
heaven. That means it’s going to be awesome! But let’s find out more 
specifics. As we explore these verses, take a look at our whiteboard every 
now and then. If you read something in the Bible that proves something 
on that board wrong, cross it out. If you read something that sounds a lot 
like what we wrote on the board, circle it!

What Heaven Looks Like
Distribute pages 43-46 from the Bold Action Student Books to each preteen.

Say: Let’s start by exploring what heaven looks like. Have preteens turn to the 
“What Heaven Looks Like” section on page 43 of their student books. Set 
out markers, and have kids read the bullet points and then draw heaven as 
it’s described.

 � Show off your drawing, and tell about it.

 � How does this description of heaven compare to what you pictured before 
today?

Say: Heaven is going to be beautiful! Imagine the fanciest mansion on earth… 
That will look like a shack compared to heaven! And even you will look 
different!

Have a willing preteen read 1 Corinthians 15:43-44 from the student book. 
Then have kids draw a small self-portrait as they imagine a spiritual body. 
They’ll cut out the portrait and place it in heaven.

Say: When God is your friendGod is your friend because you believe in Jesus, you can 
be confident that one day you’ll be in that beautiful place called heaven.

What’s 
Heaven 

Like, and 
What Will 
I Do There?
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What Heaven Feels Like
Say: But heaven is more than just streets of gold. There’s something special 

about what heaven feels like, too.

Have kids turn to page 45 of their Bold Action Student Books. Ask a willing 
preteen to read Revelation 21:4.

 � What are things you’ve cried about?

 � What do you think of the idea that those things won’t be in heaven?

Say: Our world is broken. It’s full of sadness, death, pain, and evil. But heaven 
won’t be anything like that! So let’s cross out all the things that won’t be 
in heaven.

Have kids cross out the images to show what heaven won’t be like. Kids can 
also add their own sad images and then cross them out.

What We’ll Do in Heaven
Say: So heaven is beautiful, happy, and free of pain. That all sounds great. But…

will it be boring? What will we do in heaven? The Bible talks about that, 
too. Let’s look at four things we’ll do in heaven.

Have a willing preteen read the two Bible passages in the “Eat” section 
on page 45 of their student books. Then distribute a snack as kids discuss 
these questions.

 � What do these verses show you about food in heaven?

 � What kinds of food do you hope to eat in heaven?

 � What kinds of food do you think don’t belong in heaven?

Say: Other than fruit, we don’t know for sure what kind of food will be in 
heaven. But I bet it will all taste so much better than our snack…or even 
the best foods on earth! God is our friendGod is our friend, and we’ll get to eat 
feasts with him in heaven! Let’s see what else we’ll do.

Have a willing preteen read the “Worship” section on page 45 of their student 
books. Then have everyone repeat the red text several times together.

 � What stands out to you about the way the creatures in these verses 
worship God?

 � What does worship mean to you?

Say: God is our friendGod is our friend, but he’s also super-duper amazing and special. 
Heaven is about being with him, and when we’re with him, I don’t think 
we’ll be able to help but tell him how awesome he is. That’s called 
worship…and it’s another thing we’ll do in heaven.
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Have a willing preteen read the “Serve” section on page 45 of the student 
books. Then say: Back in the beginning of the Bible, God had a different 
kind of paradise here on earth. Adam and Eve lived there, but they hadn’t 
ever done anything wrong yet. They lived in perfect friendship with 
God, just like we will in heaven. And they served God, just like this verse 
describes. They took care of the garden, and Adam named the animals. 
But there were no thorns or weeds—their work was fun and meaningful, 
without any problems. (See Genesis 2.) Heaven will be like that, too, as we 
serve God without any problems or obstacles! Think about it this way: In 
heaven, you’ll have your dream job.

 � What kinds of jobs do you think there might be in heaven?

 � What’s a job you hope to have in heaven?

Say: A lot of times people picture heaven as everyone sitting around playing 
harps all day. And John did elsewhere mention harpists in heaven. That’s 
great news if you want to be a harpist…but there will also be other jobs 
that serve God there! So if you don’t really aspire to win an award for your 
harp-playing skills, don’t worry! You’ll have the perfect way to serve God 
in heaven. Now let’s look at one more thing we’ll do in heaven.

Have a willing preteen read the “Rest” section of the student book.

 � Tell about hard work you’ve had to do. Share your own example first.

Say: Here’s something awesome about heaven: We get a rest from hard work! 
Let’s take a minute to rest right now. Just sit and enjoy a moment of peace 
and quiet.

Pause for a minute or so.

 � After everything you just learned about heaven, does it sound exciting to 
you? What sounds the best? If it helps, refer to the whiteboard to see what 
got crossed out or circled.

Say: Heaven is a beautiful place with no sadness and with great food, amazing 
worship, dream jobs, and rest. That sounds amazing! But I haven’t even 
told you the best part.

Read Revelation 22:4-5 aloud from a Bible.

 � If you could spend forever having fun with your best friend, who would 
you pick and what would you do?

 � What excites you about seeing God’s face and reigning with him forever?

Say: God is our friend God is our friend here on earth. But right now, we can’t see his face. 
We don’t rest in the light of his glory. In heaven, we will be face to face 
with him…forever! Being with God, our best friend ever, is the best thing 
about heaven. Since God is even better than our best friend, being with 
him will be amazing!
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 BOLD ACTION (ABOUT 15 MINUTES)  
Say: Heaven is going to be amazing! So amazing that I think we need to tell 

everyone about it! Let’s make friendship wristbands to show how God is God is 
our friendour friend and he’s preparing a special place for us.

Distribute page 47 of the Bold Action Student Books, and set out yarn, 
scissors, pencils, and glue sticks. Have kids follow the instructions in the 
student books to cut out beads and make wristbands that represent heaven.

Then have preteens form pairs and practice using their wristbands to 
describe heaven to their partners.

Say: You all did a great job describing heaven! Just like John, we can’t describe 
heaven perfectly. There’s a lot we don’t know…and a lot we can’t even 
imagine! But we know heaven will be better than we can imagine, because 
God is our friendGod is our friend and we’ll be with him forever in heaven.

 BOLD BLESSING (ABOUT 10 MINUTES) 

Pray
Say: We discovered today that God is our friendGod is our friend and he’s preparing an 

amazing place for us in heaven. When we believe in Jesus, we get to go to 
heaven, a perfect place, and be with God forever. Wow!

Let’s pray by thanking God for heaven. Here’s how we’ll do it. I’ll open 
our prayer, and then everyone can shout out one word at a time that 
describes heaven. When it quiets down, I’ll close our prayer.

Pray: God, thank you for heaven. Thank you that heaven will be…

Allow time for kids to shout out their thanks popcorn-style.

Pray: We’re so excited to spend forever with you. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Send-Off Cheer
Have kids stand in a circle with their hands in the center, like a sports team. 
Tell them that when you finish the Bold Blessing, they’ll raise their hands and 
shout “Let’s be bold!” 

Say this Bold Blessing: Receive this Bold Blessing and carry it out with you: May 
you bring a little glimpse of heaven on earth as you show God’s love and 
glory to people around you. Let’s be bold!

PRETEEN POINTER

Avoid the term 
bracelet, which 
may sound girly. 
Wristband is a more 
gender-neutral term.
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Mystery Mission Reports 
Say: We’re about to receive our confidential, government-classified Mystery 

Missions. But before you get your new mission, I’d love to hear how it 
went when you did your last Mystery Mission. First let me tell you what 
happened on mine.

My last Mystery Mission was...

Share a brief story of how you followed through with your bold mission, 
and then ask kids to pair up and share with one another.

Say: Thanks for sharing your stories. 

I want to encourage you to actually do those Mystery Missions, and 
here’s why: Jesus prayed that God’s will would be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. When you do these missions, you’re bringing a little bit of heaven 
to earth!

Mystery Mission
Say: We discovered today that God is our friendGod is our friend, and someday we’ll get 

to live with him in a perfect place called heaven…forever!

That’s something exciting to look forward to…and something to make life 
worth living well now. I can’t tell you what your secret Mystery Mission will 
be, but I can tell you it will help you look forward to heaven.

And you can start it first thing tomorrow morning. But don’t open your 
card before then or it will self-destruct!

We’ll talk about what happened the next time we get together. 

Distribute a Mystery Mission Card to each preteen. Take your own card 
home and complete the challenge, too!

PRETEEN POINTER

Kids from joint-
custody homes 
especially need 
to feel safe. Let 
them share about 
whatever Mystery 
Mission they did 
last, even if custody 
arrangements 
prevent consistent 
attendance.
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