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Right Round Game/Object Talk
Invite your family to sit in a circle holding hands. 
Select a kid to start the game by gently squeezing the hand of the person to her right. 
That kid will gently squeeze the hand of the kid to his right, and so on. 
After the pulse has passed around the circle once, stop the game and add a new rule: if anyone  squeezes a 
person’s hand twice in quick succession, that person will not pass the signal to the right. 
Instead, the signal will change directions and pass to the left. 
Play as time allows, trying to track where the signal is and how often it switches directions.
SAY:
• The signal of squeezing seemed to be going so fast, it was almost hard to stop it and reverse it. 
• In a way, that’s kind of like the cycle of sin.
• Sin can make us feel trapped in a loop that can’t be stopped or reversed. 
• However, God sent Jesus to live a perfect life and die for us. 
• When we trust Him, the cycle of sin can be stopped and the damage of sin can be undone.

CRAFT: Clothespin People Reminder Hooks (Materials can be obtained from the 
Deck Box at Basecamp -  contact Cathy Miller for the combination to the lock)
Give each kid a clothespin. 
Explain that kids will turn the clothespins into figures of themselves. 
Instruct them to color one side of the clothespin to be clothes. 
Distribute adhesive magnets for kids to stick to the uncolored side of the clothespin. 
Provide 1-inch circle cutouts from heavyweight paper. 
Explain that each kid should draw a face on her circle. 
Tell kids to glue the circle to the long end of the colored side of the clothespin. 
Let kids cut lengths of yarn and glue them to the circles as hair.
Point out that kids can stick their magnets to a locker or refrigerator and clip notes or index cards with the 
clothespin as a reminder. 
Suggest kids make written reminders of prayer requests or Bible verses.
SAY • In our Bible story today, God’s people repeatedly turned from Him. We can be so forgetful! We 

forget what is true about God and about ourselves. This is why it’s important for believers to meet 
together regularly and encourage one another. If we have turned from God, we can repent and He will 
forgive us. Let’s say our big picture question and answer together. What is repentance? 
Repentance is turning away from sin and turning to Jesus.

Activity page - Older Kids (available to print in this resource folder or printed copies in Deck Box)
Invite kids to complete “Word Reveal” on the activity page. Guide kids to color in the squares that contain a 
circle to discover the word that means “not keeping your promises or remaining loyal.”
SAY • God wants His people to be faithful. As we will see (or saw) in our Bible story today, the Israelites 

were unfaithful. How did God respond to this?

Activity page - Preschoolers(available to print in this resource folder or printed copies in Deck Box)

Guide preschoolers to circle the children who are obeying God’s rules and to draw an X on the children who 
are not obeying. Comment that when we obey our parents and help others, we are obeying God.

SAY • When we forget about God, we disobey God. Disobeying God is called sin. God wants us to repent, 
to turn away from our sin and turn back to Him. Obeying God shows that we love Him. What are 
some other ways we can obey God’s rules? In today’s Bible story, God’s people forgot about Him.
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ACTIVITIES For TODDLERS:

Bible Story for Toddlers
After Joshua died, God’s people stopped obeying God. When God’s people turned away from Him, God let 
other nations take over. The other nations made God’s people work very hard, and they were very sad. When 
they faced troubles, God’s people remembered how good it was when they obeyed God. The people cried out 
to God for help. God sent a leader called a judge to help His people. The judge fought for God’s people, and 
he helped them obey God. As long as the judge was alive, God’s people obeyed Him. The first three judges 
were Othniel (AHTH nih el), Ehud (EE huhd), and Shamgar (SHAM gahr). God was with these men, and they 
led God’s people and kept them safe.

Count to three
Gather favorite toys such as blocks, cars, people figures, and so forth. Pile them in groups of three. Invite 
toddlers to touch the items in each pile as you count.
Say: God sent judges to rescue His people. The first three judges were Othniel, Ehud, and Shamgar. God 

helps us obey Him.

Work very hard
Lead toddlers to carry blocks from one side of the room to another. Talk about how the Israelites’ enemies 
made them work very hard. Retell the story.
Say: God’s people cried out for help! God sent judges to rescue His people. God helps us obey Him.

Play “Red Light, Green Light”
Guide toddlers to line up on one side of the room. Stand a few feet away. Explain that when you turn to face 
the wall and say “green light,” children should move toward you. When you turn to face them and say “red 
light,” they should stop.
Say: God’s people did not always obey Him. They turned away from Him. God let the other nations take 

over, and God’s people cried out for help. God sent judges to rescue His people. God helps us obey 
Him.


