
 

 
Soil Care: Week 6 

These last few weeks Pastor John has walked us through the parable of the four soils. In 
this parable, Jesus mentions how the enemy comes and takes away the first seed. His tactic, 
purpose, and desire is to kill, steal and destroy the work of God in us, which is the very seed 
that God has strategically and purposely planted in the soil of our hearts! The enemy, infact, is 
involved in the first three of the soils. He’s causing us to feel discouraged because of 
persecution or difficulty, or causing us to be distracted by worries of this world, deceitfulness of 
wealth, or the cares of this world. The good news for us today though is that Jesus is also 
involved! He’s the ultimate soil care person and if God knows these different enemy tactics are 
going to happen, He wants us to thrive and He wants us to make it. God is interested in us 
realizing where the hardness of our heart shows up and where there are thorns that are going to 
choke out the Word. While Satan is working, Jesus is too, and He’s going to use that by things 
going sideways, through the pandemic, or through any difficulties because those things are 
going to cause things in us to surface. We can get really frustrated and blameshift and think it’s 
about somebody else, but if we are able to go with Jesus on it, He will point out that it’s a 
hardness in our heart or a thorn, and then we will come to realize He’s right and He wants to 
work through it with us! This series is about giving us a grid on how we interpret difficulties 
and challenges so that we don’t just respond to the enemy, but we can really go with 
Jesus into discerning the soil of our hearts and where it is that God is and what it is that 
He’s doing. This week in particular, we will be focusing on the characteristics of a fourth soil 
person. 

 
Pastor John has also written some Lectio Divina and Ignatian Meditations in light of this series. 
We encourage you to check them out as you’re tending to your heart with Jesus! They can be 
found here - https://epicentre.org/meditations 
 
 
LOOKING BACK: 

FAMILY TIME  (25 min) 
- Vision Statement: Explain the vision of your lifegroup. Invite someone in your 

lifegroup to share your vision piece next time. 
- Intro Question: What’s your favorite board game or card game? Why? 

 

https://epicentre.org/meditations


 

- Prayer Requests, Praise Reports and Updates from previous week(s). 
 
LOOKING UP:  

WORSHIP (20 min) 
- Spend time in worship together.  

Start at 10:00 - 24:45 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oxcAVDwWihY 
“Never Lost” 
“Nothing I Hold Onto” 

 
 
BIBLE STUDY - (20 min) 
 
We’ve been in Mark 4 for many weeks! Now, let’s dive into Matthew 24 through a Mark 4 soil                                     
care lens. 

Matthew 24:9-14 (The Voice) 

Jesus: 9 They will hand you over to your enemies, who will torture you and then kill 

you, and you will be hated by all nations because of Me. 10 And many who have 

followed Me and claimed to love Me and sought God’s kingdom will turn away—they 

will abandon the faith and betray and hate one another. 11-12 The love that they had 

for one another will grow cold because few will obey the law. False prophets will 

appear, many will be taken in by them, and the only thing that will grow is 

wickedness. There will be no end to the increase of wickedness. 13 But those who 

do not waver from our path and do not follow those false prophets—those among 

you will be saved. 14 And this good news of God’s kingdom will be preached 

throughout the whole world, a testimony to all people and all nations. Then, beloved, 

the end, the consummation of all things, will come. 

 

Guided questions for your group to explore together: 
 

1) What stands out to you from today’s passage? 
2) What similarities do you notice between vv. 9-10 and the second soil in Mark 

4 (vv. 7; 16-17)? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oxcAVDwWihY


 

3) How might God want to use the same things Satan uses here in these vv. 
(persecution, deception, love growing cold for one another in the church, etc.) 
in order to make us 30, 60, 100 fold? 

 
LOOKING FORWARD (15-20 minutes) 
 

Let’s create some space for your group members to share what they feel like God is 
highlighting to them with each of these questions and then take some time to pray for one 
another as led by Holy Spirit. Engaging God’s heart in these questions above is the actual 
work of changing the habit and dethorning or de-rocking our soil. Let’s move forward in 
this tilling process with the Lord’s leading and guiding together! 
 
 
KIDS’ LESSON:  
We learned about the 4 soils the past few weeks, so let’s look at this passage  

Matthew 24:10-14 (The Voice) 

Jesus:  10 At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate 

each other, 11 and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. 12 

Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 13 but the 

one who stands firm to the end will be saved. 14 And this gospel of the kingdom 

will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end 

will come. 

Discussion  

1. What stands out to you from the passage?  

2. What do you notice that is similar with this passage and the passage of the 2nd soil?  
3. What does this passage say about some of the difficulties or distractions that may 

will happen in the world?  
4. What else does this passage say will happen to the gospel?  
5. What can you do to “stand firm to the end”? Ask God to strengthen you in growing 

your soil.  


