
Life Group Lesson
Week #6 - Made to be Empowered

This week, Pastor Ann shared about the disciples in Acts 2 after Holy Spirit
came upon them. By speaking the good news in the native tongues of those
gathered, God values each person’s cultural and ethnic background. Furthermore,
Pastor Ann highlighted how Holy Spirit empowered Peter to testify boldly to many
people even with his background as a Galilean.

This is our final week of looking into 1 Corinthians 12-14. We choose these
chapters because it addresses the gifts of Holy Spirit and what it looks like to live
them out in the context of community. While we continue to talk about Holy Spirit
out of the book of Acts, we hope that this other scripture will help your lifegroup to
dive deeper and give a stronger foundation into what scripture addresses about the
gifts of Holy Spirit.

Looking Back

Last week, we explored how different spiritual gifts make up the Church, similarly to
how people of many different backgrounds and skills make up the Church. Perhaps
many of the people in your group are proud of their background, while others may
be unsure. This may have brought up different experiences or revelations that can
be challenging or new. Try to make space in your life group for both of these types
of conversations!

FAMILY TIME  (20 min)
- Vision Statement: Have a group member explain the vision of your lifegroup. Invite

another group member to share your vision piece next time.
- Intro Question:
- Prayer Requests, Praise Reports and Updates from previous week(s).

Look Up

WORSHIP (15 min)
- Cast Vision for Worship...What it is, why we do it, how we can do it.



- Spend time in worship together.
- Invite your group members to engage in worship and invite Holy Spirit to fill them

up:
- Fall Afresh -https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yJAsppeugzo
- Rest on Us - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8qryRCbNYro

**Encourage your group members to engage God’s heart for one another during
worship and share any affirmations or words of encouragement they receive with
each other as Holy Spirit leads. One strategic way to do this on Zoom is through the
private message function while worship is ongoing.

Bible Study: Passage - 1 Corinthians 14: 1-12 (TPT)

14 It is good that you are enthusiastic and passionate about spiritual gifts,
especially prophecy. 2 When someone speaks in tongues, no one understands a
word he says, because he’s not speaking to people, but to God—he is speaking
intimate mysteries in the Spirit 3 But when someone prophecies, he speaks to
encourage people, to build them up, and to bring them comfort. 4 The one who
speaks in tongues advances his own spiritual progress, while the one who
prophesies builds up the church. 5 I would be delighted if you all spoke in tongues,
but I desire even more that you impart prophetic revelation to others. Greater gain
comes through the one who prophesies than the one who speaks in tongues,
unless there is interpretation so that it builds up the entire church.

6 My dear friends, what good is it if I come to you always speaking in tongues? But if
I come with a clear revelation from God, or with insight, or with a prophecy, or with
a clear teaching, I can enrich you. 7 Similarly, if musical instruments, such as flutes
or stringed instruments, are out of tune and don’t play the arrangement clearly,
how will anyone recognize the melody? 8 If the bugle makes a garbled sound, who
will recognize the signal to show up for the battle? 9 So it is with you. Unless you
speak in a language that’s easily understood, how will anyone know what you’re
talking about? You might as well save your breath!

10 I suppose that the world has all sorts of languages, and each conveys meaning
to the ones who speak it. 11 But I am like a foreigner if I don’t understand the
language, and the speaker will be like a foreigner to me. 12 And that’s what’s
happening among you. You are so passionate about embracing the manifestations
of the Holy Spirit! Now become even more passionate about the things that

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yJAsppeugzo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8qryRCbNYro


strengthen the entire church.

Open Group Discussion -
1. Why do you think Paul has to write specifically about how spiritual gifts

should be used?
2. What do you think the ultimate goal of spiritual gifts are?
3. What is one loving thing you could do to build up the Church?

Looking Forward

As we wrap up our mini series on 1 Corinthians 12-14, we want to return back to
where we started, love. Without love, we can do and see everything and still miss
out on who God is.

Play the song  “For the One (Lyric Video) -  Brian & Jenn Johnson | After All These
Years” and give your group time to receive from God again. At the core of
everything we’ve talked about, love is the most important, and we must receive
more of God’s love while we encourage others in love.

Break into smaller groups to share what God might have revealed and take time to
pray for one another.

Kids Lesson

We’ve been reading 1 Corinthians 12-14 because they talk about the Holy Spirit and
what it can look like in our church community. This passage talks about the
importance about spiritual gifts - Paul writes to the Corinthian church because they
were putting the gift of tongues higher than other spiritual gifts and misusing it.
Let’s look at this passage to learn about different gifts from God, and what Paul
wants to remind us about how to steward our gifts in community!

1 Corinthians 14: 1-12 (TPT)

14 It is good that you are enthusiastic and passionate about spiritual gifts,
especially prophecy. 2 When someone speaks in tongues, no one understands a
word he says, because he’s not speaking to people, but to God—he is speaking

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e_bj6mjUj7k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e_bj6mjUj7k


intimate mysteries in the Spirit 3 But when someone prophecies, he speaks to
encourage people, to build them up, and to bring them comfort. 4 The one who
speaks in tongues advances his own spiritual progress, while the one who
prophesies builds up the church. 5 I would be delighted if you all spoke in tongues,
but I desire even more that you impart prophetic revelation to others. Greater gain
comes through the one who prophesies than the one who speaks in tongues,
unless there is interpretation so that it builds up the entire church.

6 My dear friends, what good is it if I come to you always speaking in tongues? But if
I come with a clear revelation from God, or with insight, or with a prophecy, or with
a clear teaching, I can enrich you. 7 Similarly, if musical instruments, such as flutes
or stringed instruments, are out of tune and don’t play the arrangement clearly,
how will anyone recognize the melody? 8 If the bugle makes a garbled sound, who
will recognize the signal to show up for the battle? 9 So it is with you. Unless you
speak in a language that’s easily understood, how will anyone know what you’re
talking about? You might as well save your breath!

10 I suppose that the world has all sorts of languages, and each conveys meaning
to the ones who speak it. 11 But I am like a foreigner if I don’t understand the
language, and the speaker will be like a foreigner to me. 12 And that’s what’s
happening among you. You are so passionate about embracing the manifestations
of the Holy Spirit! Now become even more passionate about the things that
strengthen the entire church.

Discussion:

*Parents, we’ve included some guided answers/suggestions for if you want to continue the conversation
with your children - we recognize this is a bit more of a difficult passage but we still want to be able to
encourage our kids to understand God’s word and learn about the gifts of the Holy Spirit!

1. The gift of tongues, like all other spiritual gifts, is given to us through the Holy
Spirit. What does Paul say the gift of tongues used for?

The gift of tongues is used to talk with God. Tongues are usually not for teaching or
communicating with other people, but to speak “intimate mysteries in the Spirit”. If used
to encourage the church, you need someone to interpret it (which is another spiritual gift
- interpretation of tongues) because it is your own prayer language with God.



2. What is the gift of prophecy used for?

Prophecy is a gift from God used to encourage others. It is used to “encourage people, to
build them up, and to bring them comfort.” The focus is to serve others with the gift of
prophecy.

3. Paul talks about the blessings that the gift of tongues brings, but encourages
the Corinthians to not just be focused only on it. Why does he say not to only
focus on the gift of tongues? (look over v. 4-5 & 12)

The gift of tongues are still important for us to have as a church body, but like the
passage says, it is mostly used to advance someone’s own personal spiritual growth. The
Corinthians were hyperfocused on the gift of tongues and began to neglect other gifts
and Paul is reminding them to also look into other gifts to be able to encourage and
build up the church with more than just the gift of tongues.

4. Ask God: What is one way you can put v.12 into practice - what is something
the Holy Spirit can give you or show you to strengthen the entire church?


