
Made For: Hope and Breakthrough

Series Vision:

There is so much chaos and calamity happening in the world around us: The pandemic
and the isolation that social distancing has caused in our lives, the yelling going on amidst the
media and political climate, and so much more. In a season like this, it’s important for us to
acknowledge some of the challenges we have in our souls. It is also important for us to
understand and believe that God knows what time it is, and He has made us for this time. Those
that followed Jesus likewise found themselves in chaotic times, beginning with Jesus' death and
resurrection. In the book of Acts, we'll see how God used that chaos to mold the apostles into
the world changers they were always meant to be. God wants to do the same with us today.

This Week’s Vision:

In the story in Acts 16 that we’ll be looking at this week, Paul and Silas find themselves
bound and chained. In this right space, they move into worship and prayer. As a result, two
things take place: (1) God breaks their chains; (2) the mission they were called to - and praying
for – breaks through. As we enter the season of Thanksgiving and Advent, many people are
going to feel the constraints of our present circumstances, especially in comparison to past
years. In this text, we’ll focus on what we can learn from Paul and Silas in the tight space of
confinement and look at how God wants to bring Hope and Breakthrough to us in the
confinement we feel.

Quick Announcement: For Advent - Encourage your LG members to go sign up for advent
candles!! epicentre.org/advent Maybe even give them a minute to do so before entering into
family time.

LOOKING BACK:
FAMILY TIME  (25 min)

- Vision Statement: Have a group member explain the vision of your lifegroup. Invite
another group member to share your vision piece next time.

http://epicentre.org/advent


- Intro Question: What is one hobby or skill you’ve developed, enjoyed, or worked on
during this covid season?

- Prayer Requests, Praise Reports and Updates from previous week(s).

LOOKING UP:
WORSHIP (15 min)

- Cast Vision for Worship...What it is, why we do it, how we can do it.
- Spend time in worship together.
- Previous Sunday worship set:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JLlaAcsNBrc&list=PLCCozYYsZZlMFj1cbdLUFz
Z8vjagklCEa&index=5

- “Not in a Hurry”
- “Good Good Father”

**Encourage your group members to engage God’s heart for one another during
worship and share any a�rmations or words of encouragement they receive with
each other as Holy Spirit leads. One strategic way to do this on Zoom is through the
private message function while worship is ongoing.

BIBLE STUDY (20 min)

Acts 16:16-34 (THE VOICE)

16 One day, as we were going to the place set aside for prayer, we encountered a slave

girl. She made a lot of money for her owners as a fortune-teller, assisted by some sort

of occult spirit. 17 She began following us.

Slave Girl (shouting): These men are slaves like me, but slaves of the Most High God!

They will proclaim to you the way of liberation!

18 The next day as we passed by, she did the same thing—and again on the following

days. One day Paul was really annoyed, so he turned and spoke to the spirit that was

enslaving her.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JLlaAcsNBrc&list=PLCCozYYsZZlMFj1cbdLUFzZ8vjagklCEa&index=5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JLlaAcsNBrc&list=PLCCozYYsZZlMFj1cbdLUFzZ8vjagklCEa&index=5


Paul: I order you in the name of Jesus, God’s Anointed: Come out of her!

It came right out. 19 But when her owners realized she would be worthless now as a

fortune-teller, they grabbed Paul and Silas, dragged them into the open market area, and

presented them to the authorities.

Slave Owners: 20 These men are troublemakers, disturbing the peace of our great

city. They are from some Jewish sect, 21 and they promote foreign customs that

violate our Roman standards of conduct.

22 The crowd joined in with insults and insinuations, prompting the city officials to strip

them naked in the public square so they could be beaten with rods. 23 They were

flogged mercilessly and then were thrown into a prison cell. The jailer was ordered to

keep them under the strictest supervision. 24 The jailer complied, first restraining them

in ankle chains, then locking them in the most secure cell in the center of the jail.

25 Picture this: It’s midnight. In the darkness of their cell, Paul and Silas—after surviving

the severe beating—aren’t moaning and groaning; they’re praying and singing hymns to

God. The prisoners in adjoining cells are wide awake, listening to them pray and sing. 26

Suddenly the ground begins to shake, and the prison foundations begin to crack. You

can hear the sound of jangling chains and the squeak of cell doors opening. Every

prisoner realizes that his chains have come unfastened. 27 The jailer wakes up and runs

into the jail. His heart sinks as he sees the doors have all swung open. He is sure his

prisoners have escaped, and he knows this will mean death for him, so he pulls out his

sword to commit suicide. 28 At that moment, Paul sees what is happening and shouts

out at the top of his lungs,

Paul: Wait, man! Don’t harm yourself! We’re all here! None of us has escaped.



29 The jailer sends his assistants to get some torches and rushes into the cell of Paul

and Silas. He falls on his knees before them, trembling. 30 Then he brings them outside.

Jailer: Gentlemen, please tell me, what must I do to be liberated?

Paul and Silas: 31 Just believe—believe in the ultimate King, Jesus, and not only will

you be rescued, but your whole household will as well.

32-34 The jailer brings them to his home, and they have a long conversation with the

man and his family. Paul and Silas explain the message of Jesus to them all. The man

washes their wounds and feeds them, then they baptize[a] the man and his family. The

night ends with Paul and Silas in the jailer’s home, sharing a meal together, the whole

family rejoicing that they have come to faith in God.

Guided questions for your group to explore together:
1. What do you really like about this passage?
2. What are the present circumstances that Paul and Silas find themselves in

throughout this text and how do they respond?
3. In this season, how do you feel confined? Or, what constrictions do you feel?
4. According to this passage, what does it mean to be liberated?

LOOKING FORWARD (20-30 minutes)
Allow this be a space for God to minister to the hearts of your people in this time. Maybe play some
soak/instrumental music while everyone takes some time to engage the Lord’s heart (here’s a good
soak track you can use - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xx1MjhzKcYw&t=1169s). Here are some
more guided thoughts and questions for this time of seeking to engage God’s heart. Encourage your
group members to read through them, and answer which ones feel very real to them this week:

a) Lord, I feel enchained by my present circumstances like Paul and Silas and
need liberation through Your loving provision in some way. Will You provide
me with a fresh filling of Your Holy Spirit presence and set me free in a new
way today?

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+16%3A16-34&version=VOICE#fen-VOICE-26693a
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xx1MjhzKcYw&t=1169s


b) Lord, I want to learn to rejoice in my suffering like Paul and Silas. I
understand this is not a natural response, but rather, a supernatural one. Will
You fill me with Your Holy Spirit presence and provide me with peace and joy
in the midst of my trials?

c) Jesus, I want to be able to rejoice in my suffering like You did. Like Paul and
Silas were able to do. Will you bring forth fresh revelation through a filling of
Your Spirit, showing me what joy in the midst of my confinement looks like?

**Paul’s body was chained, but his spirit was free (see 2 Tim. 2:9).

**Encourage your group members to take some time and ask the Lord to speak into any of
these they feel really resonates with them right now.
If you have some additional time, spend it praying for one another and sharing God’s heart
with each other as led by Holy Spirit.

KIDS’ LESSON:
Today we’ll be looking at a story of Paul and Silas and how they trusted God- even in a tight
spot. In Acts 16, Paul and Silas were accused of disturbing the public and were put in jail.
Instead of being angry or worried, let’s read about what they did instead!

ACTS 16:22-40 TPT

22 A great crowd gathered, and all the people joined in to come against them. The Roman o�cials
ordered that Paul and Silas be stripped of their garments and beaten with rods on their bare backs.

23 After they were severely beaten, they were thrown into prison and the jailer was commanded to
guard them securely. 24 So the jailer placed them in the innermost cell of the prison and had their
feet bound and chained.

25 Paul and Silas, undaunted, prayed in the middle of the night and sang songs of praise to God,
while all the other prisoners listened to their worship.

26 Suddenly, a great earthquake shook the foundations of the prison. All at once every prison door
flung open and the chains of all the prisoners came loose.

27 Startled, the jailer awoke and saw every cell door standing open. Assuming that all the prisoners
had escaped, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself 28 when Paul shouted in the darkness,
“Stop! Don’t hurt yourself. We’re all still here.”



29 The jailer called for a light. When he saw that they were still in their cells, he rushed in and fell
trembling at their feet. 30 Then he led Paul and Silas outside and asked, “What must I do to be
saved?”

31 They answered, “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved—you and all your family.” 32 Then
they prophesied the word of the Lord over him and all his family. 33 Even though the hour was late,
he washed their wounds. Then he and all his family were baptized. He took Paul and Silas into his
home and set them at his table and fed them. 34 The jailer and all his family were filled with joy in
their newfound faith in God.

35 At daybreak, the magistrates sent o�cers to the prison with orders to tell the jailer, “Let those
two men go.” 36 The jailer informed Paul and Silas, “The magistrates have sent orders to release
you. So you’re free to go now.”

37 But Paul told the o�cers, “Look, they had us beaten in public, without a fair trial—and we are
Roman citizens. Do you think we’re just going to quietly walk away after they threw us in prison and
violated all of our rights? Absolutely not! You go back and tell the magistrates that they need to
come down here themselves and escort us out!”

38 When the o�cers went back and reported what Paul and Silas had told them, the magistrates
were frightened, especially upon hearing that they had beaten two Roman citizens without due
process. 39 So they went to the prison and apologized to Paul and Silas, begging them repeatedly,
saying, “Please leave our city.”

40 So Paul and Silas left the prison and went back to Lydia’s house, where they met with the
believers and comforted and encouraged them before departing.

Discussion:
1. What do you like about this passage?
2. What are some of the situations Paul and Silas find themselves in throughout this

text and how do they respond?
3. How do you think the jailer felt when he found out Paul and Silas and the rest of the

prisoners didn’t escape?
4. In this season, how do you feel stuck? Or, what constrictions do you feel? How can

you ask God to help you in those situations?
5. When you go through hard times or situations, how can you ask God to help you be

like Paul and Silas? Pray and ask God to give you the Holy Spirit’s presence to have
peace and joy in hard moments.


