
 

 
The Importance of the relationship between Fathers (Parents)  and children for this next 
generation 

Malachi 5:6 says, “6 And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the 
hearts of children to their fathers…” 
 

The relationship between fathers and their children are important.  It starts with our 
relationship with God the Father. Jesus modeled for us what a good Father and Son 
relationship looks like when He was on the earth, and He operated out of that relationship! 
Oftentimes the way we view God is impacted by how our earthly fathers were toward us. 
For example, if we have experienced our fathers to be harsh and stickler with rules, we can 
project that onto our relationship with God. Or if our father wasn’t around or emotionally 
distant, we can project a fear of abandonment from God or see him as 
distant/disinterested in us.   As we lean into the passage of the Prodigal Son we get a 
glimpse of the Father’s Heart towards us (hint: some call this passage the Prodigal Father - 
the word “prodigal” means “wasteful” or “lavish”. The Father lavishes and is in a way 
wasteful in giving His love for us). 
 
LOOKING BACK: 

FAMILY TIME  (25 min) 
- Vision Statement: Explain the vision of lifegroup. 
- Intro Questions (pick 2): 

- Share a high and/or low of the week 
- Share something you are thankful for this past week 
- Share any brief testimonies of how God has been speaking to you or moving 

in your life.  

 



 

- An idea for icebreaker: Spotlight someone in your group (pick an item in your 
room and then show the group and then share how it describes your 
personality/who you are) 

 
LOOKING UP:  

WORSHIP (20 min) 
Share some vision for why we take time to  worship  

Example: We take this time to focus on who God is and what He has done for us.                                   
We also invite His presence to be in our midst. Encourage everyone that the Spirit                             
is in their room (or wherever they are at). Have them get in a posture of freedom                                 
(sometimes I encourage everyone to stand where they are just to engage their                         
bodies in worship). 

- You can use the worship set from this past Sunday (6/21)  for your LG’s worship. Find 
it here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xvA9_jzIimk&feature=youtu.be   
Promises - Bethel Worship [7mins] 
Good Good Father [7mins] 
Spirit Break Out  [7mins] 

IDEA: (for this song you can lead out in a Ministry Moment... when the song 
ends...pause it/rewind it to the middle or something/lower the volume on 
the youtube to right above the mute...And you can say something like, “Some 
of us here tonight/today might be feeling like you need God to break through 
in a particular area your life - maybe it’s apathy, maybe it’s in your marriage, 
maybe it’s your job situation, or you’re feeling depressed/lonely..and you 
need Him to come.  It says in Psalm 46:1 that “God is our refuge and strength, 
a very present help in trouble”.  For those of us in need of His help and 
strength tonight - I want to pray for you. And then close in prayer...Sing a 
little and then close out the song). 

 
BIBLE STUDY (20 min)  

 
LUKE 15:11-31  The Father Heart of God 
 

11 Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said to his 

father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them. 

13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country 

and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 After he had spent everything, there was 

a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xvA9_jzIimk&feature=youtu.be


 

himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed 

to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. 

17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have 

food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back to my father and 

say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer worthy 

to be called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ 20 So he got up and went to 

his father. 

“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion 

for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. 

21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am  no 

longer worthy to be called your son.’ 

22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a 

ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a 

feast and celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is 

found.’ So they began to celebrate. 

25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard 

music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. 27 

‘Your brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because 

he has him back safe and sound.’ 

28 “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and 

pleaded with him. 29 But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for 

you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could 

celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours who has squandered your 

property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’ 



 

31 “‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 32 But 

we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive 

again; he was lost and is found.’” 

Suggested Questions: 
1) What do you learn about God’s heart? 
2) What do you learn about people/human nature? 
3) What is God saying to me personally through this passage?  

 
LOOKING FORWARD (20-30 minutes) 
 
The relationship between fathers/mothers and children are important. It starts with our 
relationship with the Heavenly Father, and it goes out from there.   
 
Is there anybody who you can be a father/mother/older brother/older sister to right now? 
Who comes to mind?  
 
In what ways is God leading you to step out and pour out/invest in the younger generation? 
Examples (modeling for my kids, being proactive in their spiritual journey - reading the 
Word together, journaling, teaching them how to spend time with God/hear His voice). 
 
KIDS’ LESSON SUGGESTION: 
 
This is the story of The Prodigal Son by Saddleback Kids:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DJgROx4wFKM 

They can act out the story: 

The prodigal son, the father, the pigs, the older brother.  

Who does the father represent in the story? 

Have you ever done anything wrong or done something that made God sad/hurt Him? 

Why was the older brother mad? Do you ever feel jealous?  

If you ever mess up or do something bad you can always come back to God! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DJgROx4wFKM

