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Outline & Study Questions
Outline
1. Good news informs you about something new that will change your life for good.
2. Question: are we offering good news or something else?
3. We can learn two things from Luke 5:

- There are still paralyzed people in our midst
- We need to make it easy for them to meet Jesus

4. A church that focuses on offering good news can’t go too far wrong.

Going Deeper: Use the following questions for personal reflection and/or to discuss with 
family, friends, and/or small group.
1. How would you define “good news”?
2. When you think of your spiritual conversations or what is often emphasized in different church settings, would you 

say that the primary theme is good news? If not, what is the typical theme? Why is that?
3. Read the story in Luke 5:17ff. What do you think the religious men were expecting to happen when they gathered to 

see Jesus?
4. Why do you think they made it hard for the men to reach Jesus with the stretcher?
5. How might it be that we make it hard for people to meet Jesus… even when they come into our church?
6. Think like an outsider to the church world. As you look into the church world from afar, is “good news” what comes 

to mind? If not, why not? What does the world see instead?
7. How can you and Thornapple become known as “good news” people? 

Scripture: Luke 5
17One day as Jesus was teaching the people, the Pharisees and teachers of the law from every town in Galilee and Judea 
and from Jerusalem were there. The Lord was giving Jesus the power to heal people. 
18Just then, some men were carrying on a mat a man who was paralyzed. They tried to bring him in and put him down 
before Jesus. 19But because there were so many people there, they could not find a way in. So they went up on the roof 
and lowered the man on his mat through the ceiling into the middle of the crowd right before Jesus.  
24Jesus said to the paralyzed man, "I tell you, stand up, take your mat, and go home." 25At once the man stood up 
before them, picked up his mat, and went home, praising God. 26All the people were fully amazed and began to praise 
God. They were filled with much respect and said, "Today we have seen amazing things!" 


