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Does the Church Need Me? 

An Experiencing God Devotional Experience 
 
Introduction 
These devotional guides were written to help you deepen your walk with God as we go through this season of Experiencing 
God together as a church.  As part of your experience, you may want to read the scriptures referenced here in context to get a 
broader understanding of the concepts introduced.  As you complete this experience, you may also want to record the things 
that God speaks to you in a journal and share them with your small group.  There is no “right” or “wrong” way to complete 
this devotional.  Feel free to respond as the Lord leads! 
 
Many Parts, One Body 
Suppose the eye could say to the body, “Let’s walk down these train tracks. The way is clear.  Not a train is in sight.”  So the 
body starts down the tracks.  Then the ear says, “I hear a whistle coming from behind us.”  The eye argues, “But nothing is on 
the track as far as I can see.  Let’s keep on walking.”  The body listens only to the eye and keeps on walking.  Soon the ear says, 
“That whistle is getting louder and closer!”  Then the feet say, “I feel the vibration of a train coming.  We’d better get our body 
off these tracks!”  If this were your body, what would you do? 
 

- Would you try to ignore the conflict between the body parts and hope it passed? 
- Would you take a vote of all your body members, and let the majority rule? 
- Would you trust your eyes and keep on walking since sight is an extremely important sense? 

 
No – you would get off the train tracks.  God gave our bodies many different senses and parts.  When each part does its job 
and when each part pays proper attention to the others, the whole body works the way it should.  A church is the body of 
Christ.  It functions best when all of its members are able to share what they sense God is doing and saying.  Members of a 
congregation can’t fully know God’s will for their lives apart from the testimony of other members.  A church needs to hear the 
whole counsel of God through its members.  Then it can proceed in confidence and unity to do God’s will. 
 
Many Christians today feel that their walk with God is private and independent.  They see no need for joining a church or 
making themselves accountable to other believers.  Some view the church in terms of how it can help them accomplish the 
ministry God has given them personally, rather than seeking how their lives fit into the larger work the Lord is doing in the 
congregation.  The Bible teaches that our walk with God is personal, but it is not private.  Sin makes people interdependent on 
one another.  Scripture teaches that the church is a body in which each member is vitally important to the others.  God is at 
work accomplishing His purposes, and He places every member in a church to accomplish His purposes through each 
congregation.  Believers need each other. 
 
What God is doing in and through the body is essential to my knowing how to respond to Him.  Where I see Him working in the 
body, I make the necessary adjustments and put my life there too.  In the church, I let God use me in any way He chooses to 
complete His work.  You cannot fully know God’s will for your involvement in the body of Christ apart from the counsel God 
provides through other members.  All members of the body belong to each other, and they need each other.  You can and 
should depend on God to speak through other believers and the church to help you know what assignment you are to carry out 
in the ministry of the kingdom.    (Experiencing God, 215-219) 
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Engage 
1. Are you interconnected in a church body so God can speak to you through other church members?  If so, what is 

something God has said to you through fellow Christians? 
2. How do you respond when you become aware of a need in your church that you might meet?  How do you know if 

you are the person God wants to use to meet that need? 
3. How is God presently using you to minister to other members of your church body?  Are you actively seeking His will 

in this regard? 
4. Dedicate some time to purposefully interact with God about the church (the body of Christ), perhaps through a prayer 

walk, time in the word, journaling, or silence.  Share your experience with your group.  
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Discover Blackaby! 
Questions, discussion prompts, and small group challenges  

have been influenced and derived from Experiencing God (Blackaby, 2021) and related materials. 
We encourage your use of all Blackaby resources for deeper study. – Blackaby.org 

 
We’re here! 

We would love to hear about how things are going in your small group! 
Reach out any time with questions, ideas, thoughts, or concerns. 

Contact Care & Community Pastor, Michael Warren, (907) 646-4830, communitylife@changepointalaska.com 


