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For such a long time, God seemed far away. 

But now, he has heard what we hoped and we prayed,

God is coming to earth … to stay!
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Letter From the Team

Keeping Jesus at the center of the Christmas season is challenging, 
to put it mildly. Christmas provides some wonderful opportunities—
spending time with friends and family, exchanging gifts, attending 
parties, rewatching Christmas classics. But Christmas rarely provides  
a chance to slow down and reflect on what really matters.

We get it. For years we resolved that “this Christmas would be 
different,” only to find ourselves swept up (again!) in the melee.  
Not only did we arrive at December 25 feeling frazzled and fried;  
we also felt guilty for not making Christmas about Jesus.

So we took a cue from our kids. At Christmas, kids cannot help but be 
filled with anticipation. Rather than dampen that anticipation, Advent 
Blocks is our attempt to channel it, building a practice that helps our 
kids anticipate something much more exciting than presents—the birth 
of Jesus Christ, God in the flesh. 

Our hope for your kids is that they would see how deeply God desires 
to be with them. That they would know God is with them, even when 
life is hard. That they would anticipate the beautiful and mystical  
reality that God has come to earth to stay. 

Our hope for you is the same. Christmas is an astounding 
announcement that God has come to make the wrong things right  
and the dark things light. But it’s also an announcement that’s 
astoundingly easy to miss. 

This Christmas, we’re praying that you don’t miss it. We’re praying  
that Advent Blocks will help you anticipate the greatest gift the world  
has ever known. 

Merry Christmas,
Clayton, Chris, Brian, & Lindsey
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How to Use Your Advent Blocks

Before December 1, set up the blocks. 

• Place the blocks in one horizontal row, arranged from 1 to 25.  
It’s best to put them in a central place in your home and probably 
one that your kids can’t reach. 

• Place the Star Block on top of Block 1.
• Place the World Block on top of Block 25.

On December 24, reveal the secret message!

• After you read the story on December 24, turn all of the blocks 
one more time, revealing a secret message. (If you forget, don’t 
fret: We’ll remind you of this step when you get there!)

Every day, turn a Number Block and advance the Star Block.

• Each day, have your child hold the block while you read the story 
(e.g., On December 7, your child will hold Block 7 while you read 
Story 7, “Free at Last: The Story of Moses”).

–  If you’ve got two children in your home, one child can hold 
the Number Block and the other can hold the Star Block.

– If you’ve got more than two children, well, it’s time to 
practice taking turns. Have your children pass the blocks 
around (gently!) while you read.

• After you read the story, put the block back in its place, this time 
with the image facing out. 

• Finally, move the Star Block one space to the right, resting on top 
of that day’s image—and one step closer to the World Block.

1 25
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How It  
All Began

THE STORY OF ADAM & EVE
FROM GENESIS 1–3
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Every story has a beginning. I’ll bet you’ve read a lot of books that start 
with “Once upon a time …” or “A long, long time ago, in a land far, far 
away …” But do you know how your story begins?
 
You might think your story begins when you were born. But it goes 
back further than that. It goes back before you were born, before  
your parents were born, before your parents’ parents’ parents’ parents’ 
parents were born. In fact, it goes back before anyone was born, all the 
way back to the very beginning.
 
And in the very beginning, there was almost nothing. No people,  
no houses, no animals, no plants. No you. No me.
 
But someone was there. His name was God, and he was ready to write 
the greatest story anyone has ever told. It’s your story, and my story, 
and the story of every person who has ever lived. It’s a story about 
how much God loves his people, about how far away God seems 
sometimes, and about the lengths God would go to get his people 
back. It’s a story about God making the wrong things right and the 
dark things light.
 
And, as it turns out, it’s also the story of Christmas. But I’m getting 
ahead of myself. Back to the beginning.
 
In the beginning, there was nothing but God. So God looked around 
and said, “Let’s take this nothing and make … something!” And 
that’s just what he did. He saw darkness and said, “Sorry, darkness; 
I’m making light!” (Then, he said, “Hey, that’s good!”) He saw empty 
spaces and said, “Sorry, emptiness; I’m making planets!” (Then, he said, 

“Hey, that’s good, too!”) He saw an empty earth and said, “Sorry, boring, 
old, empty earth; I’m making meadows and mountains, tiny creeks and 
enormous oceans, daffodils and dragonflies, hydrangeas and hippos!” 
(Then, he said, “Hey, all of this is good!”)
 
And last of all, he made the best part. Can you guess what it was? 

THE STORY OF ADAM & EVE
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People! God made a man named Adam and a woman named Eve. 
They were special because God had made them to think like him and 
act like him. So God said, “This isn’t just good. This is really good!”
 
Adam and Eve were like children to God, so it was no surprise that  
the first thing they heard him say was, “I love you.”
 
Adam and Eve lived every day with God in the Garden he made for 
them (called “Eden”)—until something went wrong.
 
God had told Adam and Eve they could eat fruit from all the trees in 
Eden except one. “Don’t eat from this tree,” God said, “Or the world 
will fill up with wrong and with darkness. Death will come very close, 
and I will seem very far away.”
 
But there was a snake in the Garden who lied to Adam and Eve.  
(That’s right, a talking snake!) “It’s not wrong,” the snake said, “and 
death won’t come close at all! Just one bite—what’s the worst that 
could happen?” Eve picked the fruit and ate some. So did Adam.  
They chose their way over God’s way, which is what we call “sin.” 
 
Immediately, everything changed. God knew what had happened,  
and his heart began to break. He went to check on Adam and Eve,  
but all they wanted to do was hide. They didn’t want to see him 
anymore. So God gave them the terrible thing they wanted—to go 
away from God. God sent Adam and Eve out of the Garden and  
away from him.
 
In the years to come, when life was difficult, when the ground was hard, 
when the world was filled with wrong and with darkness, Adam would 
think back to that Garden. He would remember the day when God  
was with him and with Eve.

THE STORY OF ADAM & EVE
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But outside the Garden, God seemed far away. 

So Adam and Eve began to hope and to pray,

“God, will you bring us back one day?

God, will you come back …  to stay?”
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2

God Starts  
Over

THE STORY OF NOAH
FROM GENESIS 6–8
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After Adam and Eve left the Garden, time passed, and many people 
filled the earth. But the earth they lived on wasn’t like the Garden  
God had made for Adam and Eve. It was a tough earth, with death,  
and sadness, and tears. And the people were tough, too. They didn’t 
care for each other very well. In fact, they were downright mean.  
They didn’t care about God, either.
 
But God was still there. Watching. Waiting. God was getting ready  
to make the wrong things right and the dark things light. He started 
with a man named Noah.
 
Unlike everyone else in those days, God was with Noah. So when  
God had something to say, Noah listened.
 

“Noah,” God said, “it breaks my heart to see how mean and hateful 
everyone is to each other. With all this hate, I can’t come to be with my 
people, so I’m sending a storm to wash away all the hate. I’m going to 
start over. It’s not going to be easy, but if you listen to what I say, I’ll be 
with you, and you’ll be okay.”
 
This was the plan: God told Noah to build a really big boat (except  
he didn’t call it a “boat,” he called it an “ark”). Noah didn’t know 
anything about building boats, which could have been a big problem.  
Luckily, God told him exactly what he needed to do. And Noah  
trusted God. 
 
God told Noah to put his family on the ark. Then, God sent Noah all 
the animals, too. What’s your favorite animal? Well, you know what? 
That animal was on the ark!
 
After Noah got all of the animals and all of his family on the ark, he 
waited. And waited. And waited. He began to wonder if he had heard 
God right. The sun was shining, and all of Noah’s neighbors were off  
at their jobs like normal.
 

THE STORY OF NOAH
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But then, one day, the sky got dark. God shut the big door to the ark, 
and he opened the big windows of heaven. Rain came pouring down 
like no one had ever seen. It came up out of the ground, too. In a flash, 
water was everywhere. And there was no time for anyone else to build 
an ark, or a boat, or even a little raft. The whole world was flooded.
 
Noah and his family were on their ark, scared and lonely. They waited. 
And waited. And waited.
 
But even though they felt lonely, Noah and his family weren’t alone. 
God was with them. For forty long days and forty long nights, God kept 
the ark floating safely on the water, just as safely as if the ark was in 
God’s own hands.
 
Noah almost lost track of the days, but then, one day, the sun came 
back. Some days later, Noah sent out a dove, and it came back with  
a leaf. A leaf? Do you know what that means? Leaves grow on 
branches, and branches grow on trees. And trees grow in the solid 
ground, not on the water. The floodwaters were going away!
 
And soon enough, God guided Noah’s ark to a little patch of land on 
top of a mountain. He opened the door back up, and Noah’s whole 
family came out, kissing the ground because they were so happy to 
see it again.
 
God was faithful to Noah. Even when it was hard, even when it rained 
for 40 days straight, even when he waited, and waited, and waited, 
God was with Noah. 

God had started over, just like he promised. And Noah thanked God 
for rescuing him and his family. But he also knew this new beginning 
wouldn’t be enough. Why? Because Noah wasn’t perfect, and the new 
beginning would go bad again soon. God had cleaned the earth of sin, 
but that sin was still in Noah’s heart. So …

THE STORY OF NOAH
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Even after the flood, God seemed far away. 

So Noah and his family began to hope and to pray,

“God, will you come back … to stay?”
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3

God’s Pretty 
Crazy Promise

THE STORY OF ABRAHAM
FROM GENESIS 15:1–6; 17:1–14; 21:1–7
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After the big flood in Noah’s time, things got better for a little bit.  
But not completely. God was still far away, and God’s world—which  
was supposed to be filled with life, and laughter, and beauty—was still 
filled with wrong and with darkness.
 
God was getting ready to do something about it. He was going to 
prepare a way to be with his people again, forever. But he wouldn’t do 
it like he did in Noah’s time. No flood this time. This time, God would 
use the best part of his creation—people. He started with an old man 
named Abraham.
 

“Abraham,” God said, “I know you don’t have any kids yet, but one day, 
you’re going to have a huge family. In fact, you’ll have more people in 
your family than there are stars in the sky!”
 
Abraham looked up at the night sky. He didn’t even try counting.  
After all, do you know how many stars are in the sky? A lot! More than 
a hundred! More than a thousand! More than a million! More than a 
hundred thousand million!
 
Abraham didn’t know what to say. But God wasn’t done.
 

“Abraham,” God said, “the most important thing isn’t even that you’ll 
have a hundred thousand million children and grandchildren and 
great-great-great-grandchildren. The most important thing is that 
one of your great-great-great-grandchildren will be a Child who will 
bring me back to all the people on the earth. When this Child is born, 
everyone will say, ‘This is the King we’ve been waiting for!’”
 
Abraham started laughing to himself. His wife, Sarah, laughed, too. It 
wasn’t a happy laugh, though. They were laughing at God—not a good 
idea, of course. But you have to admit, it was a pretty crazy promise! 
Have you ever seen an old lady have a baby? Or millions of babies?

THE STORY OF ABRAHAM
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God came back to Abraham a few more times, and he kept pointing 
Abraham up to the stars. And even though the promise seemed crazy, 
Abraham believed what God had said. And God was with Abraham. 
Even though Abraham was too old to have children, even though  
his wife was too old to have children, even when Abraham started  
to doubt God’s promise—God was with Abraham.
 
Sure enough, just as God had promised, Abraham’s wife, Sarah,  
got pregnant. She gave birth to a baby boy named Isaac, which  
means “son of laughter.” Abraham and Sarah both laughed again,  
but they weren’t laughing at God now. No, they were laughing  
with God. It was like a little glimpse of heaven had started to  
break through.
 
Maybe, they thought, maybe God really would come back.
 
God told Abraham to do a lot of other scary things, like leave  
his home and go to a brand-new place he had never seen.  
And Abraham listened.
 
But Abraham did not always trust God fully. He didn’t always  
listen right away. He did many things that made God’s heart sad.  
He sinned in ways that hurt other people. Because of that …

THE STORY OF ABRAHAM
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When they didn’t listen, God seemed far away. 

So Abraham and Sarah began to hope and to pray,

“God, will you come back … to stay?”
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4

Tears in the 
Desert

THE STORY OF HAGAR
FROM GENESIS 16:1–13; 21:8–20
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Do you remember yesterday’s story? We talked about a man named 
Abraham and the big promise God made to him. God’s big promise 
was that one of Abraham’s great-great-great-grandchildren would  
be a Child who would bring God back to earth.
 
God kept his promise, alright. He gave Abraham and Sarah a son 
named Isaac. But Abraham and Sarah didn’t always keep their 
promises, and sometimes, they sinned in ways that hurt other people.
 
One of those people was Hagar. Hagar lived with Abraham and Sarah, 
but she wasn’t treated very well at all. She did everything Abraham  
and Sarah told her to do, but it never seemed like enough. Why?  
Well, Sarah was jealous of Hagar—and I’m sure you know that you can’t 
be jealous of someone and loving to someone at the same time.
 
One time, Sarah was so mean to Hagar that Hagar ran away, out into 
the desert. And it looked like Hagar was going to die all alone out 
there because there wasn’t any water in the desert. But God saw right 
where she was. God heard her when she was crying. And God came  
to her and gave her some water. Not only that, God promised to  
give her a son, too!
 
Hagar was surprised that God looked out for her, so surprised that  
she gave God a special name that means, “God sees me!”
 
I wish I could tell you things were better after that. But when  
Hagar went back to Abraham and Sarah, they weren’t any nicer.  
So Hagar had to leave again, this time with her son. And just like  
the last time, they were wandering around in the desert with  
no water. Just like last time, it looked like Hagar and her son were 
about to die. Just like last time, Hagar began to cry and cry.
 
But just like last time, God saw her. Just like last time, God heard her. 
And just like last time, God gave Hagar—and her son—water.  
 

THE STORY OF HAGAR
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You see, God was with Hagar. Even when Sarah was mean to her, even 
when she felt alone in the desert, even when she thought she would 
die from thirst—God was with Hagar.
 
God was with Hagar’s son, too. He would grow up to be a great warrior, 
an expert with a bow and arrow. And years later, he would have kids of 
his own, and they would have kids of their own, until Hagar became  
a great nation.
 
But even while Hagar’s nation became great, they kept on wandering 
around in the desert. And as they wandered in the desert, they wished 
they could find a true home, one where no one would be mean to 
them and they would never get thirsty. A place where all the wrongs 
were made right and all the dark was made light. 
 
God would provide a home like that. But it would be a very, very  
long time until he did.

THE STORY OF HAGAR
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Way out in the desert, God seemed far away. 

So Hagar began to hope and to pray,

“God, will you come back … to stay?”
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5

The People  
God Picks

THE STORY OF JACOB, RACHEL,  
& LEAH

FROM GENESIS 29
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Abraham had a son named Isaac, and Isaac had a son  
named Jacob. Jacob’s name means “trickster,” which was a  
good name for him because he did a lot of tricking, and lying,  
and stealing. Jacob wasn’t a very good person at all.
 
The odd thing is, God had chosen Jacob. One of Jacob’s  
great-great-great-grandchildren would be a Child who would  
bring God back to all the people on the earth. Through Jacob,  
God would send a Son, and everyone would say, “God has come to 
live with us.” That’s how it is with God sometimes. He doesn’t  
always pick the people we might think.
 
One day, while Jacob was running away from his brother (because  
he had stolen from him again), Jacob met and fell in love with a  
girl named Rachel. No one was surprised that Jacob fell in love  
with Rachel. She was young and pretty. Of course Jacob loved  
her and wanted to marry her.
 
Jacob was so in love that he promised Rachel’s father he would  
work for seven years just so he could marry her. Seven years. What a 
long time! But you know what they say: Time flies when you’re doing 
something for someone you love. So for Jacob, the seven years  
felt like a single day.
 
When the wedding day came, though, Jacob the trickster had a trick 
played on him. Rachel’s dad decided to have Jacob marry Rachel’s 
sister Leah instead. Jacob didn’t know until it was too late. And boy 
was he mad! He didn’t want to pick Leah (because he didn’t think  
Leah was pretty). He wanted to pick Rachel!
 
But God wanted to pick Leah. Jacob, of all people, should have known 
that God doesn’t always pick the people we might think.
 
Sadly, Jacob didn’t see what God was up to. He still wanted Rachel, 
which made Leah feel sad and alone.

THE STORY OF JACOB, RACHEL, & LEAH
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But Leah wasn’t alone. Just like God has chosen Abraham, and Isaac, 
and Jacob, God had chosen Leah. Through Leah (not Rachel),  
God would send a Son, and everyone would say, “God has come  
to live with us.”
 
You see, God was with Leah. Even when it was hard, even when her 
husband didn’t love her, even when Jacob picked Rachel instead  
of her, God was with Leah.
 
God gave Leah lots of children. And those children helped Leah feel 
happier than before. But what made Leah happiest wasn’t her children. 
It was believing that one of her great-great-great-grandchildren would 
be the Child who would bring God back.
 
For now, though, Leah knew …

THE STORY OF JACOB, RACHEL, & LEAH
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Even with her children, God seemed far away.

So Leah began to hope and to pray,

“God, will you come back … to stay?”
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6

The Dreamer 
Who Saved the 

World
THE STORY OF JOSEPH

FROM GENESIS 37, 39–50
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Abraham had a son named Isaac, and Isaac had a son named Jacob. 
And Jacob had 12 (!) sons. And Joseph was Jacob’s favorite son.
 
You might think it’s a bad idea for a dad to have a favorite son.  
Well, you’d be right. Jacob treated Joseph better than his other 
brothers, giving him more presents all the time. His favorite present 
was a fancy rainbow robe. Everyone who saw it knew that Joseph was 
the favorite, and it made Joseph feel special. But it made Joseph’s 
brothers feel jealous and angry.
 
On top of that, God had given Joseph special dreams about how  
he would be in charge one day. This made Joseph’s brothers even 
more jealous. They started to hate Joseph, and one day, they decided 
to put an end to Joseph, his dreams, and his rainbow robe.
 
Joseph’s brothers attacked him, tore off his robe, and sold him  
as a servant. Then, they lied to their father, telling him that Joseph  
was dead.
 
Meanwhile, Joseph was taken all the way to Egypt, where he  
became a slave. But it got worse: Joseph was blamed for something 
he didn’t do, and he ended up in prison. Then, it got worse again:  
God used a dream to tell Joseph that one of his fellow prisoners was 
about to be freed. But as soon as he got out, that prisoner forgot all 
about Joseph. For years Joseph sat in prison, alone.
 
Except he wasn’t alone. God was with Joseph. Even when it was hard, 
even when his brothers sold him, even when he was thrown into prison, 
even when he was forgotten, God had not forgotten him. God was 
with him the whole time.
 
In fact, God was going to use Joseph to save his family. God was going 
to use Joseph to save the world.
 

THE STORY OF JOSEPH



34

God gave the king of Egypt a confusing and scary dream, and one of 
his servants (the very same guy who had been in prison with Joseph) 
suddenly said, “Wait, I know a guy who is good with dreams!”  
Joseph explained the dream to the king—that there would be a  
famine and people wouldn’t have enough food—and the king put 
Joseph in charge. Joseph became a prince.
 
The famine was so bad that, back home, Joseph’s brothers  
were starving. So they traveled to Egypt to buy food. And wouldn’t  
you know it? They came and knelt before Joseph, not even 
recognizing him!
 
Joseph couldn’t help from crying, he was so happy. “Brothers!” he said, 
“Come closer! Don’t you see? It’s me, Joseph. I know you’re scared, but 
you don’t have to be. You wanted to hurt me, but God had other plans—
good ones, even! You thought I was gone and alone, but God was with 
me the whole time. He sent me here, to Egypt, to save all of us!”
 
Joseph and his brothers rejoiced because God had saved them.  
God was making the wrong things right and the dark things light.  
So, together, they all moved to Egypt. Their family grew and grew,  
and Joseph grew older.
 
Just before Joseph died, he told his family, “God has been faithful  
to us and saved us. But Egypt is not our home. Promise me that  
our children and our children’s children won’t stay here but will  
follow God.”
 
Sadly, they didn’t. They stayed in Egypt. And the longer they stayed, 
the further away God seemed.

THE STORY OF JOSEPH
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As they stayed in Egypt, God seemed far away.

So all of Joseph’s children began to hope and to pray,

“God, will you come back … to stay?”
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7

Free at Last
THE STORY OF MOSES

FROM EXODUS 1–4, 11–12
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THE STORY OF MOSES

Abraham had a son named Isaac, and Isaac had a son named Jacob, 
and Jacob had a son named Joseph, who saved God’s people from 
famine by bringing them to Egypt.
 
When the famine was over, Joseph and his brothers didn’t follow God 
out of Egypt. Neither did their children, or their children’s children, or 
their children’s children’s children. And even though God’s family was 
now bigger than ever, they were about to be in trouble because a new 
king began to rule in Egypt. This king was very mean to God’s people. 
He made them his slaves. All day long they work, work, worked.  
They didn’t get snack breaks, or time to play, or anything.
 
God’s people felt alone and crushed. So they cried out to God,  

“Where are you? We need you!”
 
God heard their cries. God saw their trouble. And God’s heart was 
breaking over all of it, especially how God’s people felt all alone.  
He would find a way to be with them again.
 
God picked a man named Moses to rescue his people. Moses knew 
all about their slavery, but he had tried to rescue God’s people once 
before, and it hadn’t worked. So he had given up. Now, he was out  
in the wilderness watching sheep instead.
 
Until one day, he walked by a bush—not any old bush, mind you,  
but a bush that was on fire—and didn’t burn up.
 
When Moses got closer, God started talking to him. “I know my people 
are suffering and alone,” he said. “I hear their cries. I see their chains. 
Their slavery ends now.”
 
Moses thought that was good news, but he wasn’t sure what he had to 
do with it. Then, God said, “Moses, you’re going to be the one to tell 
Pharaoh, the king of Egypt. You’re going to say, ‘Let my people go!’”
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THE STORY OF MOSES

Moses was scared. Pharaoh could hurt him, even kill him. God knew 
Moses was scared, so he gave him an important promise: “I’ll be with 
you the whole time.”
 
So Moses told Pharaoh everything God had said. Pharaoh didn’t  
want to let God’s people go at first, but then, God started sending 
Pharaoh horrible plagues. God turned the Nile River into blood.  
But Pharaoh didn’t listen.
 
So God sent more plagues. He made frogs cover the land. After that, 
he sent gnats to cover the frogs. And after that, sickness, and horrible 
boils, and huge hailstones, and a storm of locusts, then, a terrible 
darkness all day long. And still, Pharaoh didn’t listen.
 
God used Moses to warn Pharaoh about the last plague:  

“Let God’s people go, or the firstborn son in every family will die.”
 
God also used Moses to warn God’s people: “Listen closely:  
Every family needs to take a lamb, kill it, and put its blood on your 
doorposts. That way, when God visits tonight, he’ll see the blood  
and pass over your house.”
 
Sure enough, that night, many people died, including Pharaoh’s  
own son. Finally, Pharaoh told God’s people, “You aren’t my slaves 
anymore. Go!”
 
God’s people were free at last. For years to come, even when it was 
hard, even when they wandered in the wilderness, even when they 
weren’t sure what was going to happen next, they remembered how 
God had saved them from slavery in Egypt.
 
But as the years went on and on, people stopped remembering.  
They had plenty of reasons to remember, but they thought about 
other things instead. They thought about how strong they were now 
and how they didn’t want to be in the wilderness anymore. They even 
started to miss Egypt. It led them back to the same old problem …
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When they forgot their God, he seemed far away. 

So Moses and God’s people began to hope and to pray,

“God, will you come back … to stay?”
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A New Home for 
God’s People

THE STORY OF JOSHUA
FROM JOSHUA 5–6
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THE STORY OF JOSHUA

After God saved his people from slavery, he led them on a long 
journey through the desert. How long? you ask. Well, I’m not exactly 
sure how many miles it was. But the journey took them forty years. 
Forty years! That’s older than you, for sure. It might even be older  
than your mommy and daddy. (Go ahead: Ask them!)
 
Now, if you think forty years sounds like a long time in the desert, just 
think how God’s people felt. They felt hot, like you do when you go to 
the ocean (but with no ocean in sight). They felt dirty, like you do after 
you play outside all day (but with no fun bath time to look forward to). 
They felt hungry, like you do when dinner is taking forever (but the  
only dinner they got, every day, was bread).
 
So when God said, “Alright, enough wandering around in the desert. 
Time for your new home!” you can imagine how excited they all were.
 
But they were also afraid because the first place God told them to go 
was Jericho. Jericho was the biggest city any of them had ever seen, 
with walls so high, it looked like they reached right up to the sky.  
God’s people began to doubt what God had said. They doubted if 
they would ever live in their new home. They doubted if God was 
really with them.
 
God’s people asked their new leader, Joshua, what to do.  
Joshua had taken over after Moses died, and he seemed to know  
a lot about battles. If anyone knew how to knock down big walls, 
Joshua did. So he got to work coming up with a plan. That is, until 
God told Joshua that he had a plan. It wasn’t the plan that Joshua 
expected—but then again, God often does things we don’t expect, 
doesn’t he?
 
The most important part of the plan was for Joshua and God’s people 
to be strong and courageous. They needed to believe that God (who 
they couldn’t see) was stronger than the walls of Jericho (which they 
definitely could see).
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This was how God’s plan worked: Early one morning, Joshua’s army 
put on their armor, and took out their swords, and, together, they  
went marching, marching, marching around the city. Not one day.  
Not two days. Not even three days. But seven days.
 
On the seventh day, God told his people to march around the  
city seven times. Then, God told everyone to blow their trumpets  
and scream. And no one could explain it, but just as they screamed, 
the walls of Jericho began to shake. Then, they began to crack.  
Then, they all fell to pieces. The strong walls of Jericho weren’t  
strong anymore; they weren’t even walls anymore!
 
That was just one battle that God won for his people. You see, God  
was with Joshua and his people. Even when it was hard, even when the 
people doubted if they would find their new home, even when  
Jericho was scary, God was with them.
 
Years later, when Joshua was very old, he reminded God’s people of 
everything God had done. “God has been strong for you!” Joshua said, 

“If you keep believing he’s the strongest, he’ll keep protecting you.  
He’ll make all the wrong things right and all the dark things light!”
 
Well, the people said they’d keep believing in God. But it was just  
like before. They started to doubt whether God was the strongest. 
They started to think they could make their lives better without God. 
They started to push God away.

THE STORY OF JOSHUA
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As they doubted their God, he seemed far away. 

So Joshua and God’s people began to hope and to pray,

“God, will you come back … to stay?”
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A Very Strong, 
Very Tall, Very 

Brave King
THE STORY OF SAUL

FROM 1 SAMUEL 15
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After the walls of Jericho fell down, God’s people lived in the land  
God had made for them. Pretty soon, they decided they wanted a king.
 
The first king God gave them was a man named Saul. Saul was an 
obvious choice to be king. He was very strong. He was very, very tall. 
And he was very, very, very brave.
 
God used a prophet named Samuel to guide Saul. Through Samuel, 
God would tell Saul what to do—and Saul would do it.
 
So when Samuel said, “Protect God’s people from the Moabites!” 
Saul did it. And when Samuel said, “Protect God’s people from the 
Edomites!” Saul did it. And when Samuel said, “Protect God’s people 
from the Ammonites!” guess what?
 
Saul did it.
 
Now, remember, Saul might have been strong, and tall, and brave.  
But he didn’t win battles because of all that. He won battles because 
he listened to God. He won battles because God was with him.
 
God was with Saul. Even when it was hard, even when God’s people 
were being attacked, even when the armies around Saul were stronger, 
and taller, and braver than he was, God was still with Saul.
 
But Saul got to thinking he was winning all of his battles because he 
was strong, and tall, and brave. And Saul stopped listening to God.
 
One day, the prophet Samuel told Saul, “Protect God’s people  
from the Amalekites!” And Saul did it.
 
But when Saul did it, he did it his way, not God’s way. He kept a lot of 
animals for himself (which God told him not to do). Even worse, after 
the battle, he built a big statue of himself, saying, “Look at me! I won 
this battle because I was strong, and tall, and brave!”

THE STORY OF SAUL
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God was very sad about all this. So he sent Samuel to say, “Saul, God 
was with you, but you didn’t listen to him. So God has decided you 
can’t be king anymore. You think you can win battles without God,  
so God is going to let you try. God is leaving you.”
 
Saul remained king for a while, but everything Samuel said came true. 
God left Saul, and everyone could tell. And even though he stayed 
strong, and tall, and brave for the rest of his life, he was also sad.  
He knew that nothing was worse than losing God.

THE STORY OF SAUL
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When the kings didn’t listen, God seemed far away. 

So Samuel began to hope and to pray,

“God, will you come back … to stay?”
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A Heart Like 
God’s

THE STORY OF DAVID
FROM 1 SAMUEL 16:1–13;  
2 SAMUEL 11; PSALM 51 
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After King Saul stopped listening to God, God chose someone new  
to be king. He was just a boy, and he wasn’t strong or tall like Saul.  
But he was brave—and much more importantly, he loved to listen  
to God.
 
God told the prophet Samuel, “Go to Bethlehem. That’s where the  
new king is.”
 
So Samuel went to the little town of Bethlehem, to the house of Jesse. 
You see, Jesse was one of Abraham’s children’s children’s children,  
so it made sense that God would choose a king from his family.
 
Jesse had eight sons. But Jesse thought God would pick the next 
king based on who was the strongest, tallest, and bravest. So he only 
brought seven of his sons to Samuel. They all looked like kings.
 
But God doesn’t always pick the people we might think. Sure enough, 
God didn’t choose the oldest son. Or the next oldest. Or the next.  
God chose the youngest son, who didn’t look like a king at all.  
His name was David, and he was just a shepherd.
 

“I don’t pick people the way you do,” God said. “I’m not looking at  
how strong or tall David is. I’m looking at David’s heart, to see if it  
looks like mine.”
 
So Samuel, to everyone’s surprise, poured oil on David’s head, which 
was a special sign that David was God’s chosen king. And God made 
David two promises:

• First, God promised that one of David’s great-great-great-
grandchildren would be a King who would bring God back.

• Second, God promised that as long as David listened to God, 
God would be with him.

 
 

THE STORY OF DAVID



50

Sure enough, God was with David. And David did many great things. 
He fought a giant man named Goliath—and won. He fought a bear—
and won. He built a great city to keep God’s people safe. He wrote 
songs that were so popular everyone sang them—in fact, we still  
sing some of David’s songs today.
 
Even when it was hard, even when David’s dad thought he shouldn’t 
be king, even when David had to fight giants, and bears, and bad  
guys, God was with David.
 
But David did not always love God well. And because God was  
looking at David’s heart, God knew it. God knew when David stole 
another man’s wife, a woman named Bathsheba. God knew when 
David killed Bathsheba’s husband. God saw David’s heart, and God 
knew that it was full of sin.
 
David knew his heart was sinful, too. So he wrote a special song to 
God—asking God to take his heart and make the wrong things right 
and the dark things light. It went something like this:
 

“God, I’ve sinned very badly; I’ve hurt others and you.
But I know, even now, you can make my heart new.
Forgive me the wrong things, and heal those I’ve hurt.
Make my heart clean, wash away all its dirt.”

 
And then, he sang a song you might recognize ...

THE STORY OF DAVID
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Because of this sin, God seemed far away. 

So David and Bathsheba began to hope and to pray,

“God, will you come back … to stay?”
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God’s Golden 
House

THE STORY OF THE TEMPLE
FROM 1 CHRONICLES 22; 2 CHRONICLES 5–7
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THE STORY OF THE TEMPLE

When King David got older, he began to think, “God has been very 
good to me my whole life long: He made me a king when I didn’t 
expect it; he protected me from giants and bears; he even forgave  
me when I hurt him and hurt other people.”
 
So David decided, I’m going to build God the fanciest house  
anyone has ever seen.

David got to work collecting all the materials for this house, which 
everyone started calling “the temple.” David collected gold and silver. 
He collected wood and fabric. He collected glue, and hammers, and 
nails, and screws—and all the other little pieces that always get lost.  
By the time he had all of the stuff, it was as big as a mountain!
 
But God told David that he wanted his son to build the temple instead. 
So David got everything ready, and after he died, his son Solomon got 
to work. He gathered up all the gold and silver. He gathered up all the 
wood and fabric. He even gathered up all the glue, and hammers, and 
nails, and screws—and all the other little pieces that always get lost.
 
And he built a beautiful temple. This temple would be the place  
God came to be with his people.
 
After the temple was finished, Solomon started to thank God.  
And instead of answering from way up in the clouds, God answered  
by coming down. He came down all at once, in a huge cloud and  
with fire. Everyone who saw it remembered when God led his  
people out of Egypt with a cloud and with fire. That’s how they  
knew it was God!
 
Solomon and the people were so happy that they sang a song:
 

“God is good, his love is better!
We hope he’ll live with us forever!”

 



54

God was with Solomon and his people, and he used his temple to 
remind everyone that he was there. Every year, people came to the 
temple to sacrifice animals. “This animal is dying for your sins,” the 
priests in the temple would say. And the people were glad every  
time they looked at the temple because it reminded them that  
God had come.
 
You see, even when it was hard, even when God’s people sinned,  
God was providing a way to get rid of sin. God was making a way  
to be with them. And the temple was proof.
 
Do you think everything was better now that God’s people had  
a temple? You’re right, it wasn’t. God wanted to stay with his people. 
But God’s people kept pushing him away. Even King Solomon,  
who had started so well, stopped listening to God. So did  
Solomon’s children, and his children’s children, and his children’s  
children’s children.
 
And one day, people from far away came to destroy the temple.  
All of the gold, and wood, and fabric—everything—was destroyed or 
stolen. Even worse, God’s people were stolen from their homes, too. 
And everyone began to ask, “Where is God? Is he gone forever?”

THE STORY OF THE TEMPLE
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His temple in ruins, God seemed far away. 

So the people began to hope and to pray,

“God, will you come back … to stay?”
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Fire on the 
Mountain
THE STORY OF ELIJAH

FROM 1 KINGS 18–19
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THE STORY OF ELIJAH

After Solomon died, God’s people had a lot of other kings. Some of 
them listened to God, and they led God’s people to listen to God.  
And when they listened, God came back.
 
But most of the kings were bad. They were strong, and tall, and  
brave, but they didn’t listen to God. So God’s people weren’t listening 
to God, either. They didn’t care if God was there or not.
 
That didn’t stop God, though. He loved them the way you love your 
best friend—with a no-matter-what kind of love. So God kept reaching 
out to his people. He sent them special messengers called “prophets.” 
Their job was to remind God’s people that the only way they could be 
happy was if God was with them.
 
One of those messengers was Elijah, and God used Elijah to get 
everyone’s attention.
 
One day, Elijah asked the king, “Why aren’t you listening to God 
anymore? Why are you listening to Baal, the fake god? Baal didn’t 
rescue you from Egypt. God did! Meet me on the top of Mount  
Carmel tomorrow, and I’ll prove it!”
 
So Elijah showed up on Mount Carmel. The king came, too, along with 
450 prophets of Baal. And all around the mountainside, God’s people 
gathered to watch. They wanted to see who was stronger, God or Baal. 
(Who do you think was stronger?)
 
Elijah decided they would have a contest. He would put a bull on  
one altar; they would put a bull on another altar. Then, they would 
each ask their god to do a miracle, to send down fire to burn up the 
bull! Whoever sent fire was the real God. (After all, that’s how God led 
his people out of Egypt—with a cloud and with fire. And, it’s how God 
showed up at Solomon’s temple, too!)
 
The prophets of Baal went first, all 450 of them.  
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Well, they danced around, and they sang songs, and they jumped  
up and down, and they did everything they could. But there wasn’t  
any fire. Just a bunch of guys dancing, and shouting, and looking silly.
 
Elijah went next. He put water all over the altar. A lot of water.  
Buckets of water. Buckets of buckets of water. Buckets of buckets of 
buckets of water. Everyone thought, “There’s no way that will burn.”
 
Then, Elijah prayed, “God, you’re the same God who was with 
Abraham, and with Isaac, and with Jacob. And you should be our  
God, too. But no one is listening. So to get everyone’s attention,  
would you send fire on this altar?”
 
And you know what? God did it. Like a thunderbolt from heaven, 
fire came down and scorched the altar, the bull, and even the water. 
Everyone who saw it said, “Baal isn’t a real god. Only God is God!”
 
What a great day! But things weren’t always easy for Elijah after that. 

The king didn’t like losing his contest on Mount Carmel, and Elijah had 
to run and hide in a cave. Elijah thought he was all alone in that cave. 
But Elijah wasn’t alone. Even when Elijah was hiding, even when Elijah 
was in a dark, dark cave, even when Elijah was the only one on Mount 
Carmel who thought God would win the contest—God was with him.
 
God was very happy with Elijah, and many years later, God decided to 
come down and bring Elijah up to live with him forever. That was good 
news for Elijah, but it reminded the rest of God’s people that God 
wasn’t always there. You see …

THE STORY OF ELIJAH
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With Elijah gone, God seemed far away. 

So God’s people began to hope and to pray,

“God, will you come back … to stay?”
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God’s 
Forever-Plan

THE STORY OF JEREMIAH
FROM JEREMIAH 29:1–14
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THE STORY OF JEREMIAH

Yesterday, we talked about God’s special messenger, Elijah. He wasn’t 
the only one God sent to give messages to his people. No, God sent 
prophet, after prophet, after prophet. They were all very different: 
Some were poor, some were rich; some were old, some were young; 
some knew they’d be prophets their whole lives, some were surprised 
when God asked them to be prophets.
 
One prophet was named Jeremiah, but he got an interesting 
nickname: “the weeping prophet.” That may not sound like a nickname 
you’d like, and to be honest, Jeremiah probably didn’t like it, either. 
But Jeremiah knew that when God gives you a message, you have  
to share it, whether it makes you laugh or it makes you cry.
 
Most of the messages God gave Jeremiah made people cry.  
Jeremiah warned them that if they kept on pushing God away, he 
would actually leave. Jeremiah warned them that if they kept ignoring 
God, God might ignore them and their prayers. Jeremiah warned 
them that if they didn’t listen to God, God would send them far  
away from home.
 
With every message, Jeremiah cried. God cried, too. He didn’t want 
to be separated from his people. He didn’t want them to be sent away. 
But he also knew that if he didn’t do something, his people would 
never come back to him. 

So one dark day, God sent an army to destroy the temple and  
take his people away from their homes—the poor, the rich, the old,  
the young, even the king. Even Jeremiah.
 
Living so far from their homes and so far from each other, God’s 
people began to realize that they were also far from God. Now, 
they were ready for God to send them a different message. It was 
a message that made people laugh and laugh. And Jeremiah, the 
weeping prophet, was the one God chose to deliver the message.
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This is the message Jeremiah sent. It was a letter from God himself:
 

My Children,
 
You’re far from home now and far from me. I’ve got bad news, I’ve 
got good news, and I’ve got better news. The bad news is you’re 
going to stay away for a long time. You won’t come home this 
month, or this year, or even this decade. So you need to make 
yourself at home where you are. Build yourself a house. Start a 
family. Plant a garden. You’ll need all of them.
 
The good news is that, as odd as it sounds, I’m going to do 
something good while you’re away. I’m going to make your 
neighbors—who don’t look anything like you—turn to me. Because 
of the way you love them, people from many different nations will 
know me.
 
But that’s not all. The better news is that this won’t last forever. 
Does it feel like you’re all alone? Does it feel like my plans aren’t 
working anymore? That’s not the case. I’m still with you. And I still 
have a plan. Not just a today-plan, but a tomorrow-plan. In fact, it’s 
a forever-plan—and a good one, too. It’s a plan to take all the wrong 
and make it right, to take all the darkness and make it light. It’s a 
plan to bring you back to me.
 
Come back to me, and I’ll come back to you. And when I do, you’ll 
remember what another prophet said: ‘Emmanuel,’ which is a name 
that means, ‘God with us.’

I love you,
    – God

 
Jeremiah might have been the weeping prophet, but he knew  
one thing: God was with him. Even when it was hard, even when  
he was crying, even when people stopped listening to him, even  
when the temple got destroyed, God was with Jeremiah. But …

THE STORY OF JEREMIAH
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So far from home, God seemed far away. 

So Jeremiah began to hope and to pray,

“God, will you come back … to stay?”
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Into the  
Lions’ Den
THE STORY OF DANIEL

FROM DANIEL 6
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After Jeremiah’s letter, God’s people waited for God to keep  
his promise. They planted gardens, and built houses, and started 
families. But most of all, they counted the years.
 
They remembered God’s promise to bring them back home.  
So even though they felt alone, they knew that God was with them. 
Even when it was hard, even when they didn’t listen, even when they 
were miles and miles from home, God did not forget his people.  
So he sent another prophet to remind them that he wouldn’t stay  
far away forever. His name was Daniel.
 
Daniel was one of the smartest prophets who ever lived. He was also 
one of the hardest workers. And he had a special skill—like Joseph 
had back in Egypt—Daniel knew how to interpret dreams. That was a 
winning combination, so it shouldn’t surprise you that the king (named 
Darius) gave Daniel a great job and an important title. Daniel might 
have been far from home, but the king had given him a lot of power!
 
Some people got jealous of Daniel pretty quickly. They wanted his 
great job and his important title. So they started plotting a way to  
take Daniel down.
 
This was their plan: Everybody knew that Daniel loved God and  
prayed to him every day. So they decided to get King Darius to make 
a new law so that everyone could only pray to the king. Now, of course, 
you know this is a bad idea because people should only pray to God. 
Daniel knew that, too. But the king didn’t. And according to this new 
law, if people didn’t a pray to the king, they’d be thrown into a lions’ 
den and become a lion’s snack! 
 
So when this group of bad guys came to the king, it was over in  
a heartbeat. The king heard their idea and loved how important it  
made him seem. He had no clue they were trying to hurt Daniel.  
He signed the paper, and just like that, Daniel’s life was in danger.
 

THE STORY OF DANIEL
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Daniel heard about the new law, but he prayed to God anyway, just 
like he always had. He went to his room, closed the door, and prayed, 
just like he had every day before.
 
The bad guys were listening, and they knew Daniel had broken the law. 
They dragged Daniel before the king, pointed to the law book, and 
demanded that Daniel go to the lions.
 
The king realized what had happened, and he regretted the law he  
had made. But he was stuck. He had soldiers throw Daniel to the lions, 
but even as they did, he said something that almost sounded like a 
prayer to God: “I hope your God rescues you,” he said to Daniel.
 
The next morning, the king ran straight to the lions’ den. He peered  
his head in and yelled, “Daniel? Are you there?”
 

“You bet!” Daniel answered. “You thought I was alone down here.  
But I wasn’t. Along with these lions, God was with me. Even when it  
was dark, even when I felt alone, even when I was afraid, God was here.  
And he protected me.”
 
Daniel wasn’t the only one that God was using miles and miles 
from home. He was also using other prophets—and other animals— 
to get all kinds of people ready for his return. And still every day  
Daniel prayed …

THE STORY OF DANIEL
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Because of our sin, God seems far away.

But even in Babylon, I will hope and pray,

“God, will you come back … to stay?”
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THE STORY OF JONAH
FROM JONAH 1–3

From a Fishing 
Boat to a Fish’s 

Belly
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Jonah was another one of God’s prophets, and on most days, he  
loved his job. He would ask God what he wanted to say to his people, 
and then, he’d march around giving them the good news.
 
But one day, God told Jonah to go on a journey longer than he had 
ever been on before. God said, “Tell the people in Nineveh that I’d like 
to visit them. Tell them that I want to make the wrong things right  
and the dark things light.”
 
Jonah was confused. He had grown up thinking of the people of 
Nineveh as bad people. Certainly, God wouldn’t want to be with them. 
So Jonah decided to go his own way. He looked at a map and saw 
that Nineveh was w-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-y off to the right. So Jonah decided, 
If Nineveh is right, I’ll go left! That way I don’t have to tell all those bad 
people that God is coming!
 
So Jonah went left—w-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-y left—and soon he came to a  
big ocean. He hopped on the first boat he could find and made sure  
it was going even left-er. As the little boat pushed away from the shore, 
Jonah fell asleep, very happy with himself.
 
But God wasn’t happy with Jonah. So God followed Jonah. You see, 
God was with Jonah. Even when Jonah didn’t listen to God, even when 
Jonah went the wrong way, even when Jonah hated the people God 
loved, God was with him.
 
Because God was with Jonah, he couldn’t let Jonah keep  
running away. So he sent a big storm to stop the boat. The waves  
were higher than mountains. The wind was so loud, it hurt Jonah’s ears. 
And little Jonah, in his little boat, woke up with one thought:  
God is still here.
 

“I made a huge mistake,” Jonah told the sailors. “This storm is my fault. 
The only way to stop it is to throw me in.”
 

THE STORY OF JONAH
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The sailors weren’t so sure, but the waves kept getting bigger,  
and the wind kept getting louder. So they finally agreed.  
Jonah went overboard.
 
To everyone’s surprise, it worked! The waves stopped. The wind  
went silent. That was good news for the sailors. Jonah, on the other 
hand, thought he was going to die. But God was still with Jonah.  
And God sent a giant fish after Jonah. The fish swallowed Jonah 
(without chewing on him, of course). And suddenly, Jonah could take  
a breath. He looked around this warm, dark, stinky place and realized 
he was safe! Even if he was in a fish’s belly, which we can all agree is a 
pretty icky place to be.
 
When the fish spat Jonah out three days later, Jonah splatted on land 
with a different attitude. “I’ll go to Nineveh,” he said, “and tell everyone 
there that God wants to be with them.” You see, Jonah had done a 
lot of thinking in that dark, soggy fish belly. He was learning that God 
wasn’t just coming to be with Abraham’s children’s children’s children. 
No, God was planning to come to all sorts of people—whether they 
looked like Jonah or not, whether Jonah thought they were “good” 
people or not.
 
So when Jonah got to Nineveh, he preached a message I think  
you know ...

THE STORY OF JONAH
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“Like me, you need God, but he seems far away.” 

And the people of Nineveh began to hope and to pray,

“God, will you come back … to stay?”
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God’s People 
Head Home

THE STORY OF ZERUBBABEL
FROM EZRA 1, 3; HAGGAI 2
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Zerubbabel (say, “Zeh-ROO-ba-bell”) was one of King David’s 
children’s children’s children. So he was one of God’s people.  
But like many of God’s people, he was far from home, in a land  
called Persia.
 
Persia was beautiful—the most beautiful land in all the world!—but it 
wasn’t where God wanted Zerubbabel. So one day, God whispered  
a secret to Zerubbabel: “It’s time for you to go back home. And when 
you do, I have a job for you: Rebuild my temple.”
 
Rebuild God’s temple? Zerubbabel could hardly believe it! The temple 
was where God came to be with his people. For years there had been 
no temple at all—which meant God wasn’t there. But a new temple? 
This could only mean one thing: God was getting ready to come back!
 
Zerubbabel marched straight in to see the king of Persia, and he said, 
“Oh, mighty king! Kingly king! Most king-ish and king-like of kings!  
Can I ask a teensy-weensy, itty-bitty, teeny-tiny favor?”
 

“Anything!” the king said. When Zerubbabel asked to go back home 
and take thousands of God’s people with him, what do you think  
the king said?
 
The king said, “Absolutely! Yes, yes, yes!” Because God was using  
this king, hundreds of miles away, to bring his people home. 

Even though the king didn’t know it, he was fulfilling what God had 
told the prophet Jeremiah:
 

You won’t be far from home forever. The temple won’t be gone 
forever. Does it feel like you’re all alone? Does it feel like my plans 
aren’t working anymore? That’s not the case. I’m still with you. And I 
still have a plan. Not just a today-plan, but a tomorrow-plan. In fact, 
it’s a forever-plan—and a good one, too. It’s a plan to take all the 
wrong and make it right, to take all the darkness and make it light. 
It’s a plan to bring you back home, to me.

 

THE STORY OF ZERUBBABEL
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When Zerubbabel went to Jerusalem, he started to rebuild  
the temple. It was hard work, and a lot of people didn’t want him  
to finish. They tried to ruin all of the work God’s people were  
doing on the temple.
 
But God was with Zerubbabel. Even when he was far from home,  
even when building the temple was hard, even when his enemies tried 
to stop him, God was with Zerubbabel. And so the temple foundation 
was finished.
 
Zerubbabel and a priest named Jeshua gathered many of the  
people together. And they sang the same song Solomon had  
sung when they built the first temple:
 

“God is good, his love is better!
We hope he’ll live with us forever!”

 
The people sang, and danced, and played tambourines and trumpets. 
It was a loud day! But many people, especially the old ones, were 
crying. Why? Because they remembered Solomon’s temple, and  
they knew this one just wasn’t the same.
 
They also realized something that day—that, maybe, just maybe, the 
best way for God to live with his people might not be a temple of gold, 
and wood, and fabric at all. Maybe God needed to come to his people 
some other way. If God was going to live with his people, maybe  
he’d have to come to the earth as a living, breathing person.  
Emmanuel, God with us.
 
Zerubbabel couldn’t quite figure out how God would do it, but he 
knew that God would do it. And until the end of his days, the same  
old song repeated in his heart ...

THE STORY OF ZERUBBABEL
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Even with this new temple, God seemed far away. 

So Zerubbabel began to hope and to pray,

“God, will you come to earth … to stay?”
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God Is Coming to 
Earth to Stay

THE STORY OF ELIZABETH  
& ZECHARIAH (PART I)

FROM LUKE 1:5–25
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THE STORY OF ELIZABETH & ZECHARIAH (PT. I)

Years passed. Zerubbabel passed away. God’s prophets—Elijah, 
Jeremiah, Isaiah, Daniel, Jonah—passed away. And as the years  
passed, the people began to wonder, Has God’s promise passed  
away, too? Did God really mean it when he said he would come back?  
Where is he?
 
The years passed slowly, and still, God seemed far away. There was  
no word. No prophet. And the temple began to crumble again.
 
But God was getting ready. And he wanted his people to get  
ready, too. So after 400 years of silence, God decided to send  
one last prophet.
 
Where do you think prophets come from? From the sky? (No.)  
From under the ground? (No, of course not!) Where do prophets 
come from? They come from the same place you and I come from—
from mommies and daddies.
 
So if God was going to send his special prophet, he was going to  
need a mommy and a daddy. And he had just the couple in mind. 
Their names were Elizabeth and Zechariah.
 
Elizabeth and Zechariah listened to God, which was rare in those days. 
But they were sad because they were getting older and older— 
and they had no children. They were the last people anyone would 
have picked to have a baby. But that’s how it is with God, isn’t it?  
You know, he doesn’t pick the people we expect.
 
God doesn’t show up the way we expect, either! One day,  
God showed up in a special way. Zechariah was working in the  
temple, minding his own business, when, suddenly, the room filled 
with a dazzling light. Zechariah strained his eyes to look into the light 
and could just make out a figure. It looked a bit like a person, but it 
was far too bright to be any person he knew. 
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Then, the figure spoke—“Hello, Zechariah!”—and he realized it was far 
too loud to be any person he knew, too!
 
That’s when it hit him: This. Is. An. Angel.
 
Zechariah had never seen an angel before. He was afraid.  
Then, the angel said:
 

“Don’t be afraid, God is coming to stay!
And your baby boy will prepare the way.
That’s right: Your wife will get pregnant today!”

 
Zechariah couldn’t believe it. God was coming to stay? His wife, 
Elizabeth, was going to have a baby? This was too good to be true!
 
But it wasn’t too good to be true. It was good, and it was true.  
You see, God was with Elizabeth. Even when she was younger and 
wanted children, even when she gave up on her dream of being a 
mommy, even when she wondered if God would ever hear her,  
God was with her.
 
Zechariah hurried home to give Elizabeth this good news.  
Later that night, he scribbled everything down on a tablet and  
showed it to Elizabeth. After she read it, she sang a new version  
of a very old song ...

THE STORY OF ELIZABETH & ZECHARIAH (PT. I)
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For such a long time, God seemed far away. 

But now, he has heard what we hoped and we prayed,

God is coming to earth … to stay!
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The World’s 
Longest Quiet 

Game
THE STORY OF ELIZABETH  

& ZECHARIAH (PART II)
FROM LUKE 1:57–79
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THE STORY OF ELIZABETH & ZECHARIAH (PT. I I )

Do you remember what the angel said to Zechariah?
 

“Don’t be afraid, God is coming to stay!
And your baby boy will prepare the way.
That’s right: Your wife will get pregnant today!”

 
And do you remember how Zechariah told his wife Elizabeth  
about that? Well, he didn’t really tell her. He wrote it out for her on 
something called a “tablet.” (And no, it’s not like an iPad or a Kindle  
or something you might have today. Back then, a “tablet” was a  
hard piece of clay you wrote on. Sorta like paper, but dirtier.)
 
But wait a minute … why do you think Zechariah was writing  
on a tablet?
 
Well, when the angel told Zechariah that he was going to be a  
daddy, Zechariah didn’t believe him. God had been silent for so  
long that Zechariah thought God would never speak again.
 
The angel must have had a sense of humor because he said, 
“Zechariah, don’t you think God has something to say? I’ll tell  
you what: Because you didn’t believe me, you won’t be able to  
talk at all until your baby boy is born. You’ll still have your mouth,  
and your tongue, and your teeth, and your lips (and even the little 
hangy-ball in the back of your throat)—but no voice.”
 
Sure enough, when Zechariah walked out of the temple, he couldn’t 
say a word. He kept waving his hands around and pointing to his 
mouth. Eventually everybody figured it out: Zechariah couldn’t talk.
 
Have you ever played the Quiet Game? It’s hard to sit quietly for 2 
minutes, isn’t it? How about 5 minutes? 10 minutes? Can you imagine 
going 9 months and not saying anything at all? That’s 394,200 minutes! 
Not even the best Quiet Game champion can do that.
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But Zechariah did. Because, you see, God was teaching Zechariah to 
listen to him and to trust him. And all throughout those nine months, 
God was with Zechariah. Even when it was hard, even when he 
couldn’t speak, even when everyone started to say he would never 
speak again, God was with Zechariah.
 
At last, Elizabeth and Zechariah had their baby. And Zechariah must 
have learned how to listen to God because the first thing he did was 
write on a tablet, God said, “Name this baby ‘John.’” Zechariah had 
learned how to listen to God and trust him.
 
The next thing you know, Zechariah started to whisper. And then, he 
started to talk. And then, he started to s-i-i-i-i-i-i-i-i-i-ng. God had given 
him his voice back!
 
Zechariah could hardly contain his excitement. He gathered everyone 
in the house, jumped on top of a table, and sang in the loudest voice 
he could muster ...

THE STORY OF ELIZABETH & ZECHARIAH (PT. I I )
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For such a long time, God seemed far away. 

But now, he has heard what we hoped and we prayed,

God is coming to earth … to stay!



84

19

Preparing the 
Way for the King

THE STORY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST
FROM MATTHEW 3
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THE STORY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST

Elizabeth and Zechariah had their baby boy, just like God had said. 
And they named him John, just like God had said. As he grew up,  
they made sure John knew all about the promises God had made 
about him—how he would prepare the way for the King, the King  
who would bring God back. And every night, they sang John to  
sleep with a special song:
 

For such a long time, God seemed far away.
But now, he has heard what we hoped and we prayed,
God is coming to earth … to stay!

 
From the time he was born—in fact, even before he was born— 
John had a special something about him. Some kind of special Spirit.  
And he knew it was to help prepare the way for the King.
 
Maybe that special Spirit explains why John did some of the odd 
things he did. What kinds of odd things, you say?
 
Odd things like … only wearing clothes made from camel’s hair.  
(It’s nice and all, but sheep’s wool is cozier.)
 
Odd things like … living out in the wilderness with all the wild animals. 
(Camping is fun for a night, but it gets old after weeks and weeks.)
 
Odd things like … only eating a special snack of grasshoppers-
covered-in-honey. (The honey sounds nice, but I think I’ll pass on  
the grasshoppers.)
 
But even though John was different, God was with John. Even when 
he was wearing uncomfortable clothes, even when he was alone out in 
the wilderness, even when he had to eat bugs, God was with John.
 
Because God was with John, God’s people went out to the  
wilderness to listen to him.  
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Day after day, this is what John would say, “Open up your ears  
and listen! Open up your hearts, too, because God’s got something  
to say. He’s sending a King to make the wrong things right and the 
dark things light. He’s sending a King who will bring God back to stay!”
 
To help everyone get ready, John baptized people in the Jordan River. 
It reminded everyone of all the times God had saved his people by 
bringing them through the water—like he did with Noah and his family.
 
Then, one day, while John was baptizing, John saw him—the man  
who would change his life forever. The man who would change 
everyone’s lives forever.
 
Who do you think John saw? Do you think it was the King?  
Do you think it was Emmanuel?
 
You’re right: It was the King. But before this King was a man, he was  
a little boy. And before he was a boy, he was … what? That’s right— 
a tiny, poor, helpless baby. 
 
While John was waiting, he would hum that song his parents sang  
to him each night …

THE STORY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST
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For such a long time, God seemed far away. 

But now, he has heard what we hoped and we prayed,

God is coming to earth … to stay!



88

20

What Two 
Friends Saw

THE STORY OF SIMEON & ANNA
FROM LUKE 2:21–38
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THE STORY OF SIMEON & ANNA

There were once two friends. The first was named Anna. Anna was  
an old woman. How old are you? Anna was much older than that.  
She was 84 years old!
 
For the last 60 years (wow, that’s a lot!), Anna had been coming to the 
temple every day to pray. But every day, when Anna left the temple, 
she was sad. Why? Was something wrong with the temple?
 
Not exactly. Anna was sad because she was alone. Years and  
years ago, she had a husband. But he died when Anna was young,  
and they didn’t have any children. So for the past 60 years,  
Anna had been alone.
 
Well, not completely alone. She had friends here at the temple.  
Like Simeon.
 
Simeon was an old man. God had told Simeon that he was going to 
see the coming King, the one who would bring God back. But year  
by year went by. And Simeon felt, in his bones, that he would not  
be on the earth much longer. Perhaps God had been wrong?  
Simeon wasn’t so sure anymore.
 
Then, one day, as Simeon was worshiping in the temple, Anna  
came up to him and whispered, “Simeon, my friend, have you  
heard the rumors? They say the years of silence are over. They say 
someone is coming to make the wrong things right and the dark 
things light. They say Emmanuel, God’s coming King, has been born.”
 
Simeon couldn’t believe his ears. Could it be true? Were the 400 years 
of silence over? Was God really keeping his promise?
 
Then, Anna pointed to the front of the temple and said, “Simeon, look. 
What do you see? Who do you see?”
 
Simeon looked. And what did he see? 
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He saw a young family coming to offer sacrifices—a mommy, a daddy, 
and … a baby.
 
As soon as Simeon saw the baby, he heard God whisper to him,  
“This is the King. This is Emmanuel—God with us.”
 
Simeon rushed over to the baby. Anna was right behind him.  
They glanced at each other, and in an instant, they knew that God  
had been with them. Even when it was hard, even when they felt alone, 
even when they weren’t sure if God would keep his promise, they 
knew that God had been with them every step of the way.
 
And now, approaching this tiny baby, they knew that God wasn’t just 
with them a long time ago. He was with them now.
 
Simeon gently took the baby from his mother, smiled, and showed  
him to Anna. Together, they prayed loud enough for everyone in  
the temple to hear them ...

THE STORY OF SIMEON & ANNA
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For such a long time, God seemed far away. 

But now, he has heard what we hoped and we prayed,

God is coming to earth … to stay!
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God Does 
Something New

THE STORY OF MARY
FROM LUKE 1:26–38, 46–55
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THE STORY OF MARY

Do you remember the family from yesterday’s story? There were three 
people—a mommy, a daddy, and a baby. The mommy’s name was Mary, 
and almost a year before she went into the temple, she had a very 
surprising experience.
 
Mary was in her house, minding her own business, when suddenly,  
the room filled with a dazzling light. Mary strained her eyes to look into 
the light and could just make out a figure. It looked a bit like a person, 
but it was far too bright to be any person she knew. Then, the figure 
spoke—“Hello, Mary! God is with you!”—and Mary realized it was far  
too loud to be any person she knew, too!
 
That’s when it hit her: This. Is. An. Angel.
 
Mary had never seen an angel before. She was afraid.  
But the angel said:
 

“Don’t be afraid, God is coming to stay!
Mary, you will get pregnant today!”

 
Mary was confused. Very confused. It sounded like good news  
that God was coming to stay, but Mary wasn’t even married.  
How was she supposed to have a baby?
 
The angel explained that God was doing something new.  
He wasn’t just sending a baby. This time he was sending a baby King. 
He was sending Emmanuel—God with us.
 
As soon as the angel said this, it reminded her of the promise God had 
made to the prophet Jeremiah:
 

Does it feel like you’re all alone? Does it feel like my plans  
aren’t working anymore? That’s not the case. I’m still with you.  
And I still have a plan. Not just a today-plan, but a tomorrow-plan.  
In fact, it’s a forever-plan—and a good one, too. 
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It’s a plan to take all the wrong and make it right, to take all the 
darkness and make it light. It’s a plan to bring you back to me.

 
Come back to me, and I’ll come back to you. And when I do,  
you’ll remember what another prophet said: ‘Emmanuel,’ which  
is a name that means ‘God with us.’

 
Mary’s jaw hit the floor. Her child would be the King everyone  
had been waiting for!
 
Mary was still afraid of the bright, loud angel. She was afraid of  
having a baby. She was afraid of how many questions she had  
about the whole thing.
 
But she also believed the angel. She didn’t know how, and she didn’t 
know why, but she was sure that what God promised would come true. 
And because she believed God, God was with her. Even though she 
was confused, even though she didn’t even have a husband, even  
as she got bigger, and bigger, and bigger with a pregnant belly,  
God was with Mary.
 

“Emmanuel,” Mary whispered to herself, “God is with me. And he will 
be with us forever.” Mary was so overwhelmed by this that before the 
angel even left, she sang ...

THE STORY OF MARY
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For such a long time, God seemed far away. 

But now, he has heard what we hoped and we prayed,

God is coming to earth … to stay!
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Midnight 
Message From 

God
THE STORY OF JOSEPH

FROM MATTHEW 1:18–25 



97

THE STORY OF JOSEPH

God’s special promise to Mary was:
 

Don’t be afraid, God is coming to stay!
Mary, you will get pregnant today!

 
That was good news for Mary, but it sure seemed like bad news  
for a man named Joseph. Because, well, Joseph was planning on 
being Mary’s husband. But when Mary got pregnant, Joseph thought,  
She must not want to be with me. So Joseph decided he wouldn’t 
marry her. After all, she was having a baby with some other guy!
 
You see, Joseph wasn’t there when the angel talked to Mary. He hadn’t 
heard anything the angel had said. So one night, the angel decided to 
talk to Joseph himself.
 
The angel waited until Joseph fell asleep. Then, he waited  
some more. (He wanted to make sure Joseph was really asleep.)  
Then, he waited just a little bit more. Finally, he decided Joseph  
was completely, absolutely, honest and truly, 100 percent asleep.
 
That’s when the angel jumped into Joseph’s dream, completely 
surprising Joseph. Joseph’s mind was suddenly filled with a  
dazzling light. Joseph could just make out a figure. It looked a bit  
like a person, but it was far too bright to be any person he knew. Then, 
the figure spoke—“Hello, Joseph!”—and Joseph realized it was far too 
loud to be any person he knew, too!
 
That’s when it hit him: This. Is. An. Angel.
 
Joseph had never seen an angel before. He buckled up for what  
he thought would be a nightmare. But the angel said, “Joseph,  
don’t be afraid! I know you’re worried about Mary having a baby. 
You think she wants to be with somebody else. You think she’s done 
something wrong. But that’s not it at all! 



98

She still wants to be your wife, and she hasn’t done a single  
thing wrong. So marry her! Trust me: God is behind this, and 
remember, God is always working in ways we wouldn’t expect.  
You’ll want to have a front-row seat to what God is about to do.”
 
The angel explained that God was doing something new.  
He wasn’t just sending a baby. He was sending a baby King.  
He was sending Emmanuel—God with us.
 
Just then, Joseph woke up. He looked around his room, rubbed  
the sleep from his eyes, and whispered to himself, “‘Emmanuel’ …  
just like the prophets said, ‘God with us.’” Suddenly his small, dark, 
lonely room felt different. Joseph felt like God himself was there,  
with him.
 
And, in fact, God was with Joseph. Which is why, as Mary got closer 
and closer to having her baby, Joseph grew happier and happier.  
He knew that even when it was hard, even when he was confused, 
even when other people were confused, God was with him.
 
So Joseph and Mary got married. And as they waited for their baby  
to arrive, they prayed …

THE STORY OF JOSEPH
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For such a long time, God seemed far away. 

But now, he has heard what we hoped and we prayed,

God is coming to earth … to stay!
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A Bright Star,  
a Tiny Town, &  
3 Special Gifts

THE STORY OF THE WISE MEN
FROM ISAIAH 9:1–7; MATTHEW 2:1–12
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THE STORY OF THE WISE MEN

God was coming to earth to stay, but he needed to tell everyone  
about it. 
 
If you were God, what kind of sign would you use? Would you send 
everyone a message on the phone? Maybe use the intercom at all  
of the schools?
 
God didn’t do any of that. God used a star.
 
On the night the baby King was born, God put a bright star in the 
heavens, brighter than any star anyone had ever seen. And far away,  
in the east, a group of wise men saw the star. They knew this star  
was God’s sign. It meant that God was sending a King to make the 
wrong things right and the dark things light. Emmanuel—God with us.
 
The next morning, the wise men packed their bags with the most 
special gifts they had—gold (which looked wonderful), frankincense 
(which smelled wonderful), and myrrh (which tasted wonderful).  
They hopped on their camels—because cars hadn’t been invented  
yet—and they started their journey.
 
God guided the wise men by the light of the star. Even when it was 
hard, even when they got a little lost, even when the journey stretched 
on for months, and months, and months, God was with them.
 
When the star stopped over a town called Bethlehem, the wise men 
were surprised. Bethlehem wasn’t an important city. It wasn’t a big city. 
But that’s where the star pointed. To a little house, on a little street,  
in the little town of Bethlehem. It wasn’t what they expected. But I’m 
sure you know by now that God often does things we don’t expect.
 
The wise men looked at the house. They looked at each other.  
They looked at their expensive, fancy, wonderful gifts. Then, one of 
them began to chuckle to himself. It was contagious: Before long, all of 
the wise men were laughing great, big belly laughs of joy.
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As the laughing died down, one of the wise men opened an ancient 
scroll and sang:

THE STORY OF THE WISE MEN

For such a long time, God seemed far away. 

But now, he has heard what we hoped and we prayed,

God is coming to earth … to stay!

By the time he got to the last line, everyone had joined in,  
singing their hearts out. It was as lovely as any Christmas carol  
you’ve ever heard. It made the people inside the house curious.  
So they opened the door.
 
Who do you think was inside?
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Before you read more ...
On Christmas Eve, before you read, turn blocks 1–23 one quarter turn 
to show the letters (and spaces) that reveal the special Advent Block 

message: “Emmanuel, God with us!”
 

Think about what this means and how special it is that God has come!  
His name is Emmanuel, and he is here!
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Emmanuel,  
God With Us

THE STORY OF JESUS
FROM LUKE 2:1–7; ACTS 2:22–39; 

PHILIPPIANS 2:5–11
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THE STORY OF JESUS

Christmas is an exciting time of year. It’s a time to give presents— 
and get presents! It’s a time to sing fun songs. It’s a time to eat  
yummy cookies. It’s a time to take a break from school.
 
But do you know what the best part of Christmas is? It’s not  
the cookies, or the songs, or even the presents. It’s the baby King, 
Emmanuel. Do you remember what Emmanuel means? “God with us.”
 
This is what all of God’s people prayed for. From Adam and Eve,  
to Abraham, to Leah, to Moses, to David, to Jeremiah, to Daniel,  
to Simeon, to Anna—all of them kept hoping and praying,  

“God, will you come to earth to stay?”
 
We celebrate Christmas because 2,000 years ago, God did  
exactly that. God came back. God came to earth. And it’s just  
like God, too: It happened in a way no one expected.
 
Mary and Joseph were on their way to the little town of Bethlehem. 
You remember Mary and Joseph, right? An angel had told them about 
Mary’s special baby. Well, it was time for Mary to have her baby.
 
But when they reached Bethlehem, they had a problem. The baby  
was about to be born, but there wasn’t a place for Mary to have him! 
Every last room in every last hotel was full. Mary was in pain, and her 
baby was coming—now. They needed a place to go. 
 
So Joseph found the first place he could—on the side of the road, 
under a small roof. He didn’t even notice until he went inside that  
it wasn’t a house. It was a stable—a place for donkeys, and horses,  
and chickens. 

There were no Christmas trees. No wrapped-up presents.  
Not even a single stocking. Just Mary, and Joseph, and a bunch  
of confused animals.
 

** Before you begin, be sure to follow the instructions on page 103. **
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But God was there. Even though it was hard, even though it wasn’t 
what Mary or Joseph expected, even though the baby King was born 
poor and alone, God was there.
 
And for the first time ever, God became a person. Not just a person, 
but a baby. This baby was the most precious Christmas gift ever.  
His name was Jesus, but his parents called him “Emmanuel,”  
which means “God with us.”
 
After so many years of hoping, of praying, of longing, of waiting,  
of wondering … Christmas is the time we remind ourselves that  
God has come back to earth … to stay.
 
But if you can believe it, Christmas is only the beginning of the story. 
Jesus didn’t stay a baby. He grew up to be the world’s true King.  
God came to us at Christmas, but he was still going to go to even 
greater lengths so we could be with him forever. 
 
When Jesus grew up, he lived a perfect life, showing us what it  
means to love God and love others.
 
When God said it was time, in a way no one expected, Jesus died  
for us, removing our sin so that God could stay with us.
 
But Jesus’ death wasn’t the end. Three days later, he came back from 
the dead, promising us that when we die, it won’t be forever.

Promising us that he will take all the wrong and make it right, take all 
the darkness and make it light.
 
So we can celebrate by saying …

THE STORY OF JESUS



107

For such a long time, God seemed far away. 

But now, he has heard what we hoped and we prayed,

God is coming to earth … to stay!
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The Best Part  
of Christmas

THE SHEPHERDS’ STORY—  
AND OUR STORY

FROM LUKE 2:8–20; REVELATION 21:1–4; 22:1–5 



109

Wouldn’t it be nice if we could keep Christmas going all year long? 
What if I told you there’s one more Bible story that says we can do 
exactly that? It’s the very first Christmas celebration ever.
 
When Jesus was born, the first people to celebrate Christmas  
with him weren’t the important wise men. It wasn’t Simeon and  
Anna in the temple, either. And it wasn’t his friend John the Baptist  
(you know, the camel-hair, bug-eating guy). No, the first people  
to celebrate Christmas with Jesus were shepherds. Not who you  
would have picked, huh? That’s God for you: He doesn’t pick  
the people we might think.
 
This is how it happened. A bunch of shepherds were out in the field.  
It was late. It was dark. Some of the shepherds were taking a nap,  
while the rest made sure the sheep stayed put.
 
Then, suddenly, out of nowhere, a dazzling light appeared in  
the sky. The shepherds strained their eyes to look into the light  
and could just make out a figure. It looked a bit like a person, but  
it was far too bright to be any person they knew. Then, the figure  
spoke—“Hello, shepherds!”—and they realized it was far too loud  
to be any person they knew, too!
 
That’s when it hit them: This. Is. An. Angel.
 
The shepherds had never seen an angel before. They were afraid.  
But the angel said, “Don’t be afraid! I have good news. The old 
promises are coming true! God is sending a King to make the  
wrong things right and the dark things light.”
 
The shepherds were stunned. But the angel wasn’t done.  
Suddenly, the dazzling light multiplied into 2 lights, then 10,  
then 100. And before long, the entire sky was filled with light.  
There were more angels in the sky than stars! And they were singing, 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, peace to all people!”
 

“God really is coming!” the angel said, “And if you hurry, you can  
find him in a stable in Bethlehem!”

THE SHEPHERDS’ STORY—AND OUR STORY
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The shepherds weren’t sure what they would find, but they knew  
they didn’t want to miss this. So they ran all the way into town, 
searching in every stable they could find. Most of the stables  
were dark, filled with sleepy cows and donkeys.
 
But one stable had a light. And as they walked in, they saw a family— 
a mommy, a daddy, and a tiny, helpless baby. The baby King. 
Emmanuel, God with us.
 
And what do you think the shepherds did? They sang the song we’ve 
been singing all month:
 

For such a long time, God seemed far away.
But now, he has heard what we hoped and we prayed,
God is coming to earth … to stay!

 
Then, they rushed out of the stable and into town, waking people  
up and telling everyone they met about the baby King.
 
That’s how it is when people see Jesus, whether it’s Christmastime  
or not. They go and tell others. They can’t help telling everyone the 
story—the story of how much God loves his people and of how far  
God goes to get his people back. The story of God coming to earth  
to stay. The story of Christmas.
 
Christmas may be over, but the best part of Christmas lasts forever: 
Jesus is still with us. His Spirit is in you and in me. God is with us.  
Even when it’s hard, even when we feel alone, even when it’s  
not Christmas, God is with us.
 
And he will be forever.

THE SHEPHERDS’ STORY—AND OUR STORY
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For such a long time, God seemed far away. 

But now, he has heard what we hoped and we prayed,

God is coming to earth … to stay!

** See the images above for our recommended way to display the 
blocks on Christmas Day (and beyond). This is a visual representation 

that Jesus has come, so go and tell the world! **







The Advent Blocks Story

Advent Blocks was created in the fall of 2019 with the hope of creating a 
beautiful, tangible, and Bible-centered anticipation of Christmas.

The idea actually began a year earlier (in 2018), when Clayton’s daughter  
Cara said, “Mom and Dad, you say that Christmas is all about Jesus, but it 
feels like Christmas is all about presents.”

Clayton and Kristen began to dream about how to make their next  
Christmas different. 

The idea was simple enough: Create blocks that physically showed Jesus 
drawing near to us during each of the 25 days leading up to Christmas.  
Baby Jesus started off on the left (on Block 1). The earth sat on the right  
(on Block 25). And every day, Jesus would inch a bit closer to the earth.  
The meaning of Christmas in visual form—Jesus coming to earth.

The blocks created the visual anticipation, but we needed more. We needed 
a refrain that was repeated each day, something the kids would learn and 
repeat with us at the end of each story.

Enter the Pappalardo family and the author of the Advent Blocks stories, Chris. 
Chris jotted down a refrain. Then he began writing short, character-based 
stories from Scripture, all of which showed the theme of God’s presence (and 
his absence) throughout the Bible—the very theme that Christmas celebrates. 
Some days he was literally writing in the morning what he and Clayton would 
read to their kids in the evening. 

A few other families wanted to participate. So we created a few more sets  
on the fly. 

The following year, two new members joined, making Advent Blocks that 
much better: Brian Turney designed the beautiful images on the blocks and  
in the book. Lindsey Love has helped the team tell the story in video form. 
And what began with a handful of families expanded to reach thousands  
and thousands more.

Including … you! We pray that Advent Blocks will help your kids (and you!) 
anticipate Jesus this Christmas—and for years to come.


