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You may wonder why a package of seeds is
enclosed with this newsletter. (First of all, yes, they
are real! Please plant them and enjoy them!) A
wonderful Ekklesia supporter named Cyndy, who
has a heart for the poor (and also grew up on a
Minnesota farm!), was moved with compassion
to hear that farmers in Central Equitoria, South
Sudan had their homes and the seeds they were
preparing to plant, burned by government troops
who suspected the farmers were supporting rebels.
Without due process, this was a terrible injustice!
I have been there. I know these people. This was a terrible overreach by the
troops. Destroying homes and seeds is almost a death sentence. On their own, the
people have no way of recovering from such a devastating blow. When I spoke with
their Bishop, he explained their plight, and asked if Ekklesia could help by providing
money for seed to plant.
Of course, we can’t just send seeds from here for them. They need local seed. But
we can raise money for seeds that grow there, so the Church can purchase seeds and
distribute them to the people. Their seeds were stored in structures like this one (left)
which was totally destroyed. Even though they had lost everything, the first thing they
longed for a place to worship where they could
be sheltered from the equatorial sun. Your gifts
on our Giving Day provided the funds to build this
simple church a few weeks ago! Now, we hope
you can help provide seeds!
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places you have loved in Jesus’ name!
Because of your faithful giving...

COVID-19
People often ask me why, with infection rates so
low in Africa, have the governments have thought it
necessary to close the economy. It has to do with the
“bandwidth” of medical care. When critical care beds,
medications, and ventilators are in short supply, a much
higher rate of mortality strikes those infected. This
closure of the economy has helped suppress infection
rates, while simultaneously being a terrible economic
hardship on the people!
Just as we have for the last 25 years, we continue to
help more and more people, which is all made possible
by your generosity!

South Sudan
Because of the strong
relationships of trust we
have in South Sudan,
we have been able to
do a great deal. On the
front page you can read
about our seed initiative.
We continue to support
COVID-19 prevention
training, emergency medical
care and food relief. We
have also helped with
production of masks and
hand-washing stations.

Uganda
One of the most amazing bishops I know is
characterized by his humility and kindness. This godly
man had a crisis recently among his clergy families.
Because of COVID-19, they were out of food! Your gifts
allowed us to send money to him. He purchased food
and wrapped it in bundles for each family. Then, without
notice, he went to their homes to deliver the food to
them. In Ugandan culture, if they know the Bishop is
coming, they are obligated to prepare a feast for him.
By going as a surprise, he kept them from using up their
scarce resources! There were tears aplenty among all
involved, and all thanks to you.
Also in Uganda, a dear Bishop told me that he had
two clergy that had just died, but he had no resources to
bury them. Thanks to your generosity, we were able to
help with the burials of these two servants of Christ.
Burundi
Your giving has provided two new chlorine production
machines. The chlorine will be used to purify water and
make hand sanitizer. In a nation with terrible challenges
in health care, this is a huge advance. More children die
from waterborne diseases than any other cause.

Kenya
COVID-19 continues to wreak havoc with the
Kenyan people. Those who are the most economically
disadvantaged are the ones who suffer the greatest
harm. We have been able to make a series of transfers
to those who we know and trust. Your gifts have covered
the expense of emergency medical care and lifesustaining food supplies for many families. Sadly, there
have been some deaths. Because of your gifts, we have
also had the ability to help with burial expenses.
South America
Twenty years ago, I met a priest who I identified
as having a call to one day be a Bishop. This year,
he was chosen to replace a faithful bishop who was
retiring. There were very limited resources for all the
things surrounding the transition. The outgoing Bishop
is a wonderful, godly man, who has given all that he
has to the ministry. Over the last several years when
resources have been most scarce, he even chose to

forgo his salary to help support the clergy he leads.
Your faithful and generous giving has helped us (quietly
and anonymously!) provide funds for his retirement
gift. The people have few resources, so what you
have done has helped us to work behind the scenes
to provide substantial help for a faithful family who is
entering retirement and bless the new bishop in his
new ministry appointment. Thank you!
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Your generous donations are meeting
needs around the world, even in the
midst of COVID-19! You helped make
this the best Giving Day in our history!

$63,570

Did you miss the opportunity to donate on Giving Day?
You can always donate on our website or by using the giving form on the back page.
Don’t miss your chance to partner with Ekklesia to meet needs around the world!

more ways to connect & give
Amazon Smile Benefits Ekklesia

Amazon Smile is a program where one half of a
percent (.5%) of all your Amazon purchases will
be given to Ekklesia by Amazon.
To participate in this program, log in to:
www.smile.amazon.com and select Ekklesia
Society as the designated charity; your gift will
support Ekklesia’s work all over the world. Best
of all, this program costs you nothing!
5/11/2015

AmazonSmile: Change your charity

All
Supporting: Ekklesia Society Incorporated

Shop by

Department

The new Ekklesia App
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Your Account › Change Your Charity › Search Results
Choose from almost a million charities, schools, and other nonprofits. We will reach out to the organization you
select to ensure it is ready to accept donations from Amazon.
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