
ZION’S WEDDING POLICY

ORDAINED OF GOD
At Zion, we believe God is the author of marriage and takes marriage very seriously. We want
to do everything in our power to help you achieve a mutually enriching relationship expressed
in a lifelong, constantly deepening commitment to each other. This packet describes the means
by which we as a church try to fulfill this high and holy responsibility.

WHO CAN BE MARRIED AT ZION?
It is our mission to conduct a ceremony that reflects biblical principles and sets a foundation for
a Christian marriage. We believe marriage is a spiritual event that requires an individual and
collective walk with God. Zion is devoted to God’s principles for marriage and believes
marriage is the uniting of one man and one woman in the presence of God. Zion will only
perform ceremonies that reflect the Bible’s specific guidelines and perception of marriage.

Outside pastors may perform your wedding ceremony only after they have been approved by
one of the Zion pastors.

Genesis 2:18, 21-24 Colossians 3:18-19 Matthew 19:3-12
Ephesians 5:21-33 1 Corinthians 7:1-40 1 Corinthians 13:4-8

WHAT IS A CHRISTIAN WEDDING?
Perhaps another way to say it is, “Why do I want to be married at Zion? Why not simply have a
civil ceremony?” All of the attire, pageantry and festivity which we normally associate with
weddings can be present without the wedding actually being a worship service officiated by a
minister of the Gospel. There is a difference between Christian and civil ceremonies.

A Christian wedding involves: · Vows taken before God · Scriptural teaching and references
which pertain to Christians · A commitment to build their marriage upon biblical teachings. In a
Christian wedding, the vows and covenant a couple makes to God are as important as the
vows and covenant they make to each other. Just as Believers try to live out their faith in all
aspects of life, in a Christian wedding, a couple must have the intentional desire to build their
marriage on their personal faith in God and upon the teachings of His Word. If you are
confused or uncertain as to what a personal commitment to Jesus Christ really means, the
pastor will be eager to talk about these things with you. All of us are growing in our faith. None
of us have “arrived.” The key question is, “Have you begun, or are you willing to begin, the
journey of faith?” If not, then a civil ceremony might be every bit as meaningful for you as a
religious ceremony.
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YES, I WANT A CHRISTIAN CEREMONY AT ZION! NOW WHAT?
You have two options in who will officiate your wedding: a Zion Pastor or your own, upon
approval.

If you plan to use a Zion pastor to officiate your wedding, below are the next steps to follow.
1. Once you have selected a date, please visit our website to fill out the request form.

www.zionclearlake.org, click on “Weddings”and then “Wedding Request Form.”  Fill
this out and it will be sent to our church office. Someone will contact you letting you
know if the date is available. Please note, the date is not officially reserved at this point.

2. If your date is available, you will receive an email from SYMBIS to sign up to take an
assessment.  We will email you to schedule an in-person meeting with a pastor or
SYMBIS Facilitator to go over your results.

3. In addition to SYMBIS, we require you to participate in a weekend Marriage Class at
Zion. There will be a class offered in the Fall and Spring.  You will receive a Save the
Date in the mail once dates are set!

4. You will be assigned a wedding coordinator that will reach out to you.  They will help
answer questions you may have regarding rehearsal, ceremony, and details such as
flowers, candles, pianists, photographers, dressing rooms, etc.  They will serve as your
advisory liaison. They will be present for both your rehearsal and ceremony.

If you have your own officiant, see point 1 above and fill out the “Wedding Request Form.”

Please send us your officiant’s name, contact information, and church they currently serve, if

applicable.  They will be contacted by one of Zion’s pastors before they will be allowed to

officiate at Zion. Upon approval, you will NOT need to complete the SYMBIS assessment and

counseling or the weekend Marriage Class, however you will be expected to follow the rest of

this Wedding Policy. You will still be assigned a Wedding Coordinator to help ensure your

special day runs smoothly.  (See Point 4 Above.)

Your date will be secured on the Zion calendar once Ministerial and SYMBIS Facilitator payment
is received (see below).  If using your own officiant, your date will be secured upon approval of
the officiant.  Dates will be entered in the church calendar on a first come, first served basis,
and only by following the procedures above.

FEES
To Reserve Date:

Ministerial: $175
SYMBIS Facilitator: $50

(Includes consultation, SYMBIS Assessment, and administration of the service.)
This may be done all by the pastor officiating, or in some cases the SYMBIS
Facilitator may be different and two separate checks may be needed.  You will
know ahead of time who to make checks out to.
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SYMBIS: $35 due at the time you take the assessment
Marriage Class: $30 due at the time of the class

Due at Rehearsal:
Wedding Coordinator will tell you who to make checks out to.

Wedding Coordinator $50 Audio Visual Technician $75
Custodial $50 Organ/Piano/Soloist $75/person

(Optional and arranged in advance)

WHAT IS THE PASTOR’S RESPONSIBILITY TO YOU?
Upon being asked to marry a man and woman, the pastor will participate in the instruction and
discussion of the privileges and obligations the bride and groom will assume as husband and
wife in Christian marriage. The pastor bears responsibility for providing education and counsel
in preparation for marriage. This may be done through a separate SYMBIS Facilitator.  To
adequately discuss the above topics and other concerns that you might raise ordinarily requires
four or five counseling sessions, each approximately one hour in length.  Counseling
appointments can be made by contacting the church office.

ASSESSMENT AND MARRIAGE CLASS
Once your date is secured, you will be sent an email from SYMBIS to take an online
assessment.  It will take approximately 30 minutes each to complete.  A pastor will go over
your results with you.

Zion has put together a two day Marriage Class (four-hours each day) that will not only help you
get to know your future spouse better, but it will also help you to get to know yourself better
too.

Recent findings reveal that couples who go through premarital classes will have a 31 percent
better chance of staying married than couples who do not. The class is led by Shawn and Sara
Puttmann and Brad and Michelle Watson, who between the two of them have over 45 years of
marriage experience. You will not only learn from them, but also from your fellow class
participants.

The class is very relaxed and there is plenty of time for sharing and listening to others. There
will be private time for just you and your future spouse to discuss your personal relationship.
The class is filled with premium fuel for your marriage journey - including how to handle
conflict, how to show love and respect to each other, financial advice, tips for better
communication, determining your love language, and how to adapt to in-laws - this class will
help fuel your relationship for the long haul.
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There are usually two classes offered each year and you will receive a Save the Date for the
next upcoming class.  If you are unable to attend either weekend, an alternative option will be
given.

LEGAL DETAILS
The State, as well as the church, is interested in your marriage. Since the Wedding Service is
binding in the eyes of civil as well as ecclesiastical law, there are certain legal requirements with
which you must comply.

You must apply for a marriage license at the office of the County Clerk. With a valid marriage
license issued by any of the Iowa counties, you may be married anywhere in Iowa in the
presence of at least one witness, and your marriage must be solemnized by a person
authorized to perform marriages in Iowa. You should bring your marriage license to the
Wedding Coordinator, preferably at the time of rehearsal.

WEDDING COORDINATORS
All weddings will be assigned a Wedding Coordinator. You will be contacted by your Wedding
Coordinator shortly after your date has been confirmed and plans to meet with them will be
made from there.  They are available to assist you with your plans and answer questions. Please
feel free to call any time.

FACILITIES
You may be married in either the Sanctuary (up to 400 people), the Dock (up to 200 people, or
the Chapel (up to 20 people), depending on the type of wedding desired and the number of
people likely to attend. Your service may be formal or informal.  Because of everything required
at the Dock (set-up, tech, sound), it is reserved for members only at this time.

Saturday weddings should begin no later than 4:00 p.m. to permit the building to be restored
to order for Sunday services. A maximum of 3 hours is allowed for your event.

Church facilities are not available on Sunday mornings, the day before Easter, Easter, Christmas
Eve or Christmas Day. To prevent scheduling conflicts, the Wedding Request Form should be
completed with your Ministerial/Counseling fee as soon as possible.

You will be given access to dressing rooms for the bridal party as well as a common space for
food.  It will be available at your rehearsal and the entire day of your wedding.   If your
ceremony is located at the Chapel, please talk with your wedding coordinator about space at
one of our other facilities if needed.

There is to be no smoking in the building and no drinking of alcoholic beverages on the church
premises, inside or outside. Please instruct ushers and attendants to help carry out these
requests so that your guests do not violate the rules set by the church.
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Out of respect, please do not be under the influence of drugs or alcohol.

Please care for and leave the church building in the best possible condition and have your
guests do so also. It is best to ask your parents, ushers, or hosts to see to these details for you.
Rice is not permitted inside or outside the church.

THE SERVICE
The Marriage Ceremony is a Christian worship service. At the same time, it is unique in that it
focuses on two individuals.  Couples may personalize their service so it will be especially
meaningful to them, while remembering that as a worship service it must also honor God and
respect our Christian faith.

The Wedding Coordinator will assist you in planning a service that will be meaningful for you.
Photographers/videographers are to check in with the Wedding Coordinator for direction and
permission to move about the worship center in order to capture the best possible pictures.

MUSIC
Non-religious music is permitted as long as the lyrics do not disrespect God or the Christian
faith.  If you have questions about your choice of music, please contact our Worship Director.
Please see the Appendix for a list of popular and approved Wedding Ceremony songs.

If desired, the Worship Director will assist you in contacting the organist, musicians, and soloists
from within the congregation to see if they are available. Other musicians are welcome to
participate and can use both the piano and organ.

Recordings of music can also be played.  Please create a Spotify playlist (or be sure the version
of the song you want is on Spotify and we will create a playlist for you) of the songs in the
correct order for your ceremony.  You can also submit .mp3 recordings via email or have a flash
drive of .mp3 recordings to the Worship Director.

SOUND SYSTEM
It is required that you use a sound technician from Zion. The Wedding Coordinator will contact
the technician to make arrangements with him or her concerning rehearsal times, etc.

PHOTOGRAPHS
Photographers (or family or friends) should not in any way detract from the sacredness of the
ceremony in their effort to get the perfect shot. The photographer should perform their service
with professionalism and discretion. The Wedding Coordinator will meet with your
photographer prior to the ceremony to answer any questions they may have with regard to
church policy concerning photography.
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DECORATIONS
Decorations used by your florist or someone helping you may not be attached to any part of
the building in a way that will mar the finish or leave a lasting mark of any kind. No tacks, pins,
nails, scotch tape, or glue may be used. Pew bows may be attached to the chairs (Dock only)
along the aisles with corsage pins. All floral arrangements must be in place no later than one
and one-half hours preceding the service. Silk plants in the Sanctuary are not to be moved
without the assistance of the Wedding Coordinator.

The wedding party is responsible for making arrangements for the removal of all floral
decorations after the ceremony. All rented equipment must be removed as quickly as possible
after the ceremony.   The Wedding Coordinator will assist with removing decorations, clean up,
etc.

REHEARSAL
A rehearsal is usually held the day before the wedding. All members of the wedding party and
anyone else participating should be present. A Wedding Coordinator will also be present to
assist and will come about an hour before the wedding ceremony.

Bring the wedding license, unity candle/sand, etc. to the rehearsal in order to practice.  Be sure
to bring your wedding program or a printed order of service to the rehearsal.  A gift table, unity
candle table and guest book table will be set up by the Wedding Coordinator before the
rehearsal.  Musicians may run through songs before or after the rehearsal.

THINGS TO CONSIDER BEFORE THE REHEARSAL
1. A written itinerary for the wedding party is a good idea to get everybody in the right place at

the right time.  This includes the day of rehearsal and day of the wedding.
2. Who will usher in and out special guests and which pew will they be seated in?  This is especially

important to think through if you have family members that do not get along.  Making plans
ahead of time will help to relieve tension the day of your wedding.

3. How would you like your wedding party to process? Groomsmen and bridesmaids together?
Groomsmen in place and bridesmaids only process? Bridesmaids go down halfway and
groomsmen meet in the middle of the aisle and process the rest of the way together?  Will they
stand up front as couples or in the traditional way of gals on the left and guys on the right?

4. How will your guests be dismissed? Ushers? Receiving line? Bride and groom?
5. Do you want to sign the wedding license during the ceremony or directly following the service?

WEDDING POLICY EXCEPTION CLAUSE
We understand that in extreme cases there may be a need to waive some of these
requirements and costs. Therefore, if you desire to be married but know that you cannot meet
certain requirements or costs of this policy, you may apply for an exception. Please provide
your contact information with a written request for the portion of the policy you are not able to
comply with so that it can be considered for approval. Any counseling exceptions will require
the approval of the officiating pastor.
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Appendix

Wedding Ceremony Songs
A few recommendations.

Processionals, Recessionals, Special Music:

Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring - J S Bach
Cannon in D - Pachelbel
Trumpet Voluntary in D Major - Purcell
Ode to Joy - Beethoven

A Thousand Years - Christiana Perri
All I Ask of You - Andrew Lloyd Webber
All of Me - John Legend
All You Need is Love - The Beatles
At Last - Etta James
*Ave Maria - Schubert

*Be Thou My Vision - Eleanor Hull
Better Together - Jack Johnson

Can’t Help Falling in Love - Elivs Presley or Haley Reinhart
Can’t Take my Eyes Off You - Frankie Vali
Come Away with Me - Nora Jones
Come What May - Ewan McGregor & Nicole Kidman

Everything - Michael Buble

Falling Into You - Seabird
Feels Like Home - Chantal Kreviazuk
Fly Me to the Moon (In Other Words) - Tony Bennett
From this Moment On - Shania Twain and Bryan White

Home - Michael Buble
*Hundred More Years - Francesca Battistelli

*I Choose You - Ryann Darling
I Choose You - Sara Bareilles
I’ll Be Seeing You - Billie Holiday
I’m Yours - Jason Mraz
*I Promise - Cece Winans
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I’ve Got This Friend - The Civil Wars
*I Will Be Here - Steven Curtis Chapman
*If You Want Me To - Ginny Owens
It’s Your Love - Tim McGraw and Faith Hill

*Jesus and You - Matthew West
Just the Way You Are - Billy Joel

LOVE - Nat King Cole
*Love Never Fails - Brandon Heath
*Lord’s Prayer - Albert Malotte
Lucky - Jason Mraz

Marry Me - Train
Marry You - Bruno Mars
Maybe I’m Amazed - Paul McCartney
*Multiplied - Needtobreathe

Night and Day - Frank Sinatra
One Hand, One Heart - Stephen Sondheim
Over the Rainbow - Eva Cassidy

*Set Me as a Seal - Renee Clausen
Somewhere Over the Rainbow - Judy Garland
Someone to Watch Over Me - Gershwin

*Thankful for You - tobyMac
*The Day Before You - Matthew West
*The Giving - Michael W. Smith
*The Prayer - Josh Groban & Charlotte Church
The Way You Look Tonight - Frank Sinatra
Thinking Out Loud - Ed Sheeran

Unforgettable - Nat King Cole

You and I - Michael Buble

Wedding Song (There is Love) - Michael Kelly Blanchard
*The Wedding Song - Matthew Mole
What Can I Do - Joy Williams

*Religious Songs
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Example of Order of Ceremony/Program

The Wedding Celebration Uniting
Groom’s Full name & Bride’s Full Name

Zion Lutheran Church
Saturday, May ___, 20___ at __:00 P.M.

Prelude “Name of Song Here”

Processional “Name of Song Here”

Invocation

Solo “Name of Song Here” Name of Soloist

Scripture Reading Colossians 3:12-16 Name of Reader
1st Corinthians 13:4-8 Name of Reader
Matthew 7:24-27 Name of Reader

Message Pastor _____________

Exchange of Vows and Rings

Lighting of the Unity Candle

Solo “Name of Song Here” Name of Soloist

The Blessing and Prayer

Introduction of the Couple

Recessional “Name of Song Here”

Dismissal

*Please feel free to add or delete songs or scripture and make the ceremony
your own.
*Underline represents non-negotiable elements of the service.
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Wedding Ceremony Scripture Suggestions
Genesis 2:18-21-24
And the Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone.  I will make a helper suitable for him.”
So the Lord God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the
man’s ribs and then closed up the place with flesh. Then the Lord God made a woman from the rib he
had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man.  The man said, “This is now bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh; she shall be ‘woman,’ for she was taken out of man.”  That is why a man leaves his
father and mother and is united to his wife, and they become one flesh.

Psalm 103:1-2, 8, 13, 17-18
Praise the Lord, my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name.  Praise the Lord, my soul, and forget
not all his benefits - The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love.  As a
father has compassion on his children, so the Lord has compassion on those who fear him; But from
everlasting to everlasting the Lord’s love is with those who fear him, and his righteousness with their
children’s children - with those who keep his covenant and remember to obey his precepts.

Proverbs 3:3-6
Let love and faithfulness never leave you; bind them around your neck, write them on the tablet of your
heart.  Then you will win favor and a good name in the sight of God and man.  Trust in the Lord with all
your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make
your paths straight.

Ecclesiastes 4:9:-13
Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their labor: If either of them falls down,
one can help the other up.  But pity anyone who falls and has no one to help them up.  Also, if two lie
down together, they will keep warm.  But how can one keep warm alone?  Though one may be
overpowered, two can defend themselves.  A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.

Song of Songs 8:6-7
Place me like a seal over your heart, like a seal on your arm; for love is as strong as death, its jealousy
unyielding as the grave.  It burns like a blazing fire, like a mighty flame.  Many waters cannot quench
love; rivers cannot sweep it away.  If one were to give all the wealth of one’s house for love, it would be
utterly scorned.

Mark 10:6-9
But at the beginning of creation God ‘made them male and female.’  For this reason a man will leave his
father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.  So they are no longer
two, but one flesh.  Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.

John 15:9-12
As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love.  If you keep my commands,
you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love.  I have told
you this so that my joy may be in you and that our joy may be complete.  My command is this: Love each
other as I have loved you.

1 Corinthians 13:4-13
Love is patient, love is kind.  It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  It does not dishonor
others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  Love does not delight
in evil but rejoices with the truth.  It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.
Love never fails.  But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be
stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but
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when completeness comes, what is in part disappears.  When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought
like a child, I reasoned like a child.  When I became a man, I put the ways of childhood behind me.  For
now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face.  Now I know ifn part; then I
shall know fully even as I am fully known.
And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.

Philippians 2:1-6
Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if
any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make my joy complete by
being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind.  Do nothing out of selfish
ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, not looking to your own
interests but each of you to the interests of the others.  In your relationships with one another, have the
same mindset as Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God
something to be used to his own advantage;

Colossians 3: 12-17
Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness,
humility, gentleness and patience.  Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a
grievance against someone.  Forgive as the Lord forgave you.  And over all these virtues put on love,
which binds them all together in perfect unity.
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And
be thankful.  Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another
with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your
hearts.  And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of Lord Jesus, giving thanks
to God the Father through him.

1 John 4:12, 16, 17, 19
No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in
us.  And so we know and rely on the love God has for us.
God is love, whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them.  This is how love is made complete
among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment: In this world we are like Jesus.
We love because he first loved us.
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