
 

STORY POINT: 
Stephen preached about Jesus no matter what 

KEY PASSAGE: 
“Now you are the body of Christ and  

individually members of it.”  
1 Corinthians 12:27 

 
AS KIDS ARRIVE:  
As kids arrive let them color and work on their activity pages. You can also play some floor 
games like LEGOS, blocks, Go Fish, etc.   

WELCOME KIDS AND GO OVER UP RULES: 
“We are so glad you are here today! My name is _______________.  We always love hanging 
out with you and opening up the Bible together. We have a lot of fun things planned for 
today and I’m going to need your help to make it happen. Do you remember any of our UP 
Rules?” (Let the kids respond and remind them if they get off track) 

Rules will always be on the wall in each room so you can refer back to them.  
1. Listen Up 
2. Look Up 
3. Sit Up 
4. Hand Up 
5. Zip Up 
6. Mask Up 
7. Clean Up 

OPENING QUESTION: 
Invite kids to come to the floor and sit on a log cushion. Ask them the following question 
to help start the conversation for the day. 

SAY: “Before we get started I have a quick question for you. Have you ever talked in front of a 
lot of people? Were you scared? 

 (Give the children time to respond.) 

SAY:  Speaking in front of others can feel a little scary sometimes. Today we will learn 
about a man that God used to preach a message to religious leaders who hated 
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the message of Jesus. Do you think they like what he had to say? We’ll learn more 
soon. 

OPENING ACTIVITY: SPEAKING IN FRONT OF THE CLASS   
Supplies: nothing 
Invite children one at a time to stand up in front of the class and give a short talk about one of the 
ideas below. Give them an idea of what to talk about and then let them say it to the class. If they 
are shy, don’t force them.  

- Jesus and his birth 
- Jesus crucifixion 
- Jesus’ resurrection 
- Abraham in the Old Testament 
- Joseph and his beautiful coat 

SAY: Our story today is about a man named Stephen who spoke about Jesus to crowd 
of people who were angry at him. Sometimes it’s hard to talk in front of people but it 
would be really hard to talk in front of them if people were angry at you. Let’s find out 
more in our story!  

BIBLE STORY: Stephen’s Sermon   
Acts 6-7 — Unit 29 - Session 2 
Supplies: Bible 
(Tell the Bible story using the story below and then show the Bible story video) 

Go over Key Passage: 1 Corinthians 12:27 
Place a bookmark in a Bible at 1 Corinthians 12:27. Invite a child to open your Bible to the key 
passage. Read the key passage aloud. 

SAY: “God wants all Christians to know they are a part of his church. Our new verse helps us 
remember that we are all a part of the church like parts of the body.” 

 (Encourage kids to repeat after you and make up motions) 

“Now you are  
the body of Christ 
and individually  
members of it.” 

Paul wrote these words to the church in Rome. He wanted them to know that, even though many 
different and diverse people make up the church, the church is held together and united by 
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Jesus. We are one body and Jesus is the leader or the head. He leads us, and without Him, 
the church would not be here. That’s why we worship and serve Him together. 

SAY: Alright, if you’re ready to hear our story, touch your nose and then touch your toes! Then 
touch your nose. And put your finger over your mouth.  

No other book is like the Bible. The Bible is God’s one big story that teaches us how he has 
worked through all of history and rescued us from sin. Today’s Bible story is found in the book 
of Acts. 

STORYTELLER TIP: Use the cues in parentheses below to help kids see the Bible story come 
alive. 

SAY: Today we are going to tell our story using pictures. Be looking at the pictures to help 
you see what’s going on the story. 

Stephen was one of Jesus’ followers (ducklings following a mother duck). God blessed 
Stephen and gave him power to do great wonders and signs. One day, some Jews began to 
argue with Stephen (angry emoji). The Holy Spirit helped Stephen speak with wisdom 
(smart emoji), so no matter how hard the Jews tried, they could not win the argument. 

The Jews lied about Stephen (lying long nose emoji); they said he had spoken against 
God. The people dragged Stephen to the Sanhedrin (san HEE drihn), the Jewish court, and 
told more lies. Can you say Sanhedrin? The Jews said, “We heard Stephen say that Jesus will 
destroy the temple (temple emoji) and change the laws (stone tablets emoji)  that Moses gave 
us,” they said. 

“Is this true?” the high priest asked Stephen. 
Stephen began to preach about Jesus (empty tomb). He reminded the court about 

Abraham (star emoji). God had made promises to Abraham and his son Isaac. He reminded 
them about Joseph and Moses . God kept Joseph safe (colorful coat) when his brothers tried to 
hurt him, and God used Joseph to help all His people during a famine (no food sign). When 
God’s people lived in Egypt (pyramid emoji), God called Moses to rescue His people from 
Pharaoh (pharaoh emoji). Moses led God’s people away from Egypt (pyramid emoji), but 
they turned against Moses and against God. God did not give up on His people, though. He 
was working out a plan . God worked through Joshua (Jericho walls) and David (slingshot) 
and Solomon (Crown emoji). 

The religious leaders knew these stories from the Old Testament. Stephen told them these 
stories to explain that Jesus was the Messiah God had promised! But just like their ancestors 
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rejected and killed the prophets in the Old Testament, these Jewish leaders had rejected Jesus 
and murdered Him (cross emoji)! 

Stephen’s words made the Jewish leaders so angry (angry emoji)! Stephen was filled with 
the Holy Spirit. He looked up to heaven (eyes emoji) and saw Jesus standing there. 

“Look!” he said. “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of 
God (right hand emoji)!” 

The Jewish leaders screamed at the top of their lungs (screaming emoji). They covered their 
ears (covering ears emoji) and rushed at Stephen (running emoji). They threw him out of 
the city (throw emoji) and began throwing stones (stones) at him. Stephen called out 
(megaphone emoji), “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!” Then he said, “Lord, do not hold this sin 
against them!” After this, Stephen died (tomb emoji). 

Here is how this points us to Jesus:  People hurt Stephen because he followed Jesus. Jesus 
told His disciples that people would hurt them for loving Him. When people are mean to us 
because we love Jesus, we can be brave because people hurt Jesus too. Jesus died and 
came back to life, and one day we will live with Him forever. 

 (Feel free to show the Bible Story video if you have time to help   
 reinforce the story.) 

Our Big Picture Question helps us think about how our story points us to Jesus. 

Big Picture Question: What is the church? The church is all Christians everywhere.   

PRAYER:  
(You can take prayer requests from kids before you pray. You can also ask a child if they would like to pray.) 
“Father, thank You that even our darkest moments can be used by You for good. Help us 
trust You even in hard times. Give us courage to teach the gospel as Stephen did, no 
matter what. Amen..” 

CRAFT: Cards for Pastors  
Supplies: cards, markers, crayons, envelopes 
1. Give each child a blank card 
2. Let them decorate a card with crayons or markers for one of our pastors, elders or 

women’s leadership council members.  
3. If they need help writing something on the card, feel free to assist.  
4. Let them be creative. Encourage things like hearts, phrases like “We love you!” Or “Thank 

you for teaching us about Jesus!”  
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SAY • We made cards with messages about Jesus for our church leaders. They will like 
hearing what we have to say about Jesus. In our Bible story today, a man named Stephen had 
a message about Jesus that he told to the religious leaders. 

GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 
1. Who loved Jesus and served the church? (Stephen)  
2. Why did some Jews tell lies about Stephen? (They did not like him and wanted to 

get him in trouble.) 
3. How did the Jewish leaders feel when Stephen told them they were wrong to 

kill Jesus? (They were angry.) 
4. Who did Stephen see when he looked up to heaven? (Jesus standing at God’s right 

side) 
5. What is the church? The church is all Christians everywhere. 

 If you finish early, allow children to play on the floor with games or color while 
they wait for their parents.
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