Jesus Raised Lazarus
John 11 | K-3rd Graders

STORY POINT:
Jesus raised Lazarus from the Dead.

KEY PASSAGE:
“He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and
transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son.”
COLOSSIANS 1:13

AS KIDS ARRIVE:
As kids arrive let them color and work on their activity pages. There are also some oor
games they can play with like LEGOS, blocks or card games.
WELCOME KIDS AND GO OVER UP RULES:
“We are so glad you are here today! My name is _______________. We always love hanging
out with you and opening up the Bible together. We have a lot of fun things planned for
today and I’m going to need your help to make it happen. Do you remember any of our UP
Rules?”
Rules will always be on the wall in each room so you can refer back to them.
(Let the kids respond and remind them if they get off track)
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Listen Up
Look Up
Sit Up
Hand Up
Zip Up
Mask Up
Clean Up

OPENING QUESTION:
SAY: “Before we get started I have a question for you. Have you ever woken up in a dark
smelly cave? Or maybe, have you ever woken up somewhere and wondered where you
were?”
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(Give the children time to respond.)
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“Well, I’m so glad you haven’t been in a smelly dark cave. Today we get to hear a story about
how Jesus did something very impossible and about how a guy named Lazarus woke up in a
very peculiar place.”
OPENING ACTIVITY: Unwrap Lazarus
Supplies: Toilet Paper
Divide the class up into teams and give each team a roll of toilet paper. Help them choose one
person to be Lazarus. Give each team a roll of toilet paper. Tell them when you say “Go!” they
should start rolling toilet paper around their “Lazarus” and then unwrapping them. This may
take a while. Feel free to help preschoolers to keep it going. Or if the adults need to wrap and
then kids can unwrap.

SAY: That was super fun! You guys did a great job wrapping up and unwrapping each
other. That goes right along with our story today. A guy named Lazarus in our story
today was dead and wrapped up in cloth…but then God did something impossible.

BIBLE STORY: Jesus Raised Lazarus | John 11

(Tell the Bible story using the story below and then show the Bible story video)
SAY: Today’s Bible story sounds impossible, but we know it really happened because it’s in
God’s Word! This story is in the New Testament Book of John. John was one of Jesus’
disciples and saw what happened.We know that every story in the Bible points us to Jesus.
Every story reminds us who God is and how God loves. Today’s story is about how Jesus
helped and cared for a man who was dead. I know that sounds really weird. How can Jesus
help a dead person? Well, we are going to nd out.
Go over Key Passage: Colossians 1:13
SAY: “Our memory verse comes from the book of Colossians. That’s a book from the New
Testament…it was actually a letter written to some early followers of Jesus. Let’s see if we can
say it together. Repeat after me in a in a high pitched voice.”
“Colossians 1:13” (let the kids respond in a high pitched voice)
“He has delivered us”
“From the domain of darkness”
“And transferred us”
“Into the kingdom of his beloved Son.”
SAY: Alright here we go! Our story today comes from the book of John. While I tell the story I

want you to use these faces (pass out emoji faces) to help show how you would feel.
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(Pick a few kids to help use the emoji faces.)

Lazarus and Jesus were friends. One day, Lazarus got sick.
(Show how you would feel with the emoji faces)
His sisters, Mary and Martha, sent a message to Jesus. “Lord, Your friend Lazarus is sick,”
they said.
Jesus said to the disciples, “Lazarus’ sickness will not end in death. This sickness will show how
great God is and how great the Son of God is.”
(What would Jesus’ face look like?)
By the time Jesus got to the place Lazarus lived, he was dead and had been buried in a
tomb for four days.
(What would your face look like?)
Martha hurried to meet Jesus.
(What would Martha’s face look like?)
“Lord, if You had been here, my brother Lazarus would not have died.” But Martha knew
Jesus could do a miracle. “I know God will give You whatever You ask from Him,” she said.
Jesus said, “Your brother will rise again.”
Martha believed Jesus. She thought Lazarus would rise from the dead at the end of time. But
Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life.” The word resurrection means “come back to
life.”
He said that people who believe in Him may die in their bodies, but God will raise them
from the dead. “Do you believe this?” Jesus asked.
Martha said, “Yes, Lord. I believe You are the Messiah—the Son of God.”
Then Martha went home to get her sister, Mary. Mary came and fell at Jesus’ feet. She said,
“Lord, if You had been here, my brother Lazarus would not have died!” Mary was crying.
Jesus cried too.
(What would Mary’s face look like?)
Mary took Jesus to the cave where Lazarus was buried. A big stone covered the
opening. Jesus told the people to move the stone.
Jesus looked up to heaven and said, “Father, I thank You that You have heard Me.” Then Jesus
shouted, “Lazarus, come out!”
Lazarus came out of the tomb, wrapped in cloth. He was alive! Jesus said, “Unwrap him and
let him go.”
(What would your face look like now?)

Here is how this points us to Jesus: Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead. He showed that He
has power over death. Jesus died on the cross for our sins and rose from the dead. Those
who trust in Jesus will live forever with Him.

PRAYER:
(You can take prayer requests from kids before you pray if you want to pray for the kids. You can also
ask a child if they would like to pray.)
“Heavenly Father, thank You for sending your son, Jesus. He alone has the power over
death. Thank you for giving us eternal life”
CRAFT: Paint Stones
Supplies: paint, stones, paper plates
1. Give each child a stone on a paper plate.
2. Hand out paint brushes.
3. Give each table plates with paint on it.
4. Write each child’s name on the bottom of the stone with a Sharpie.
5. Let children paint their rocks with a design.
6. When children are nished, place their painted stones on the window sill to dry.
SAY: Our story today reminds us that Jesus is more powerful than death. A big stone, a whole
lot bigger than the one you painted, covered the opening to the cave where Lazarus was
buried. Jesus told the people to move the stone. Then Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead!
He showed that He has power over death. Jesus died on the cross for our sins and rose from
the dead. Those who trust in Jesus will live forever with Him.

Big Picture Question:
How does God care for his creation? God loves and rules over His creation according to His
perfect plan.

Catechism Question:
Q: How is the word of God to be read and heard?
A: With diligence, preparation and prayer, so that we may accept it with faith, store it in our
hearts, and practice it in our lives.
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GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1. Which friend of Jesus got sick and died? (Lazarus)

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

How long was Lazarus in the tomb? (four days)
Did Martha believe Jesus could do a miracle? (yes)
What did Jesus do? (Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead.)
Does Jesus have power over death? (yes)
How does God care for His creation? God loves and rules over all He made.

If you finish early, allow children to play on the floor with
games or color while they wait for their parents.

