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An Update on

D E A R C H R I S T C E N T R A L FA M I LY,
One year ago, we launched into a two-year initiative called BECOME to enable our
church to live more fully into the mission God has called us toward over the next 3-5
years. As we enter our seventh year as a church in this city, we believe God wants
us to become a church that more fully invests in: mercy and justice, church planting,
leadership development, and being rooted in the city through a long-term home. Over
the summer, we shared how we made a few adjustments to how funds are allocated
across the four pillars due to COVID-19, primarily focusing heavily on mercy and
justice in this season where so many are in so much need. We remain hopeful as we
take steps to become in these ways.
This initiative is called BECOME because this is something we are convicted and
convinced that God has to do to us. It is not by our abilities or strategies, but it is by
God’s grace and mercy that He will build His church and use as in this city and beyond!
I am humbled that over 130 individuals and family units made a commitment to give of
their time, talents, and finances as we pray to become more fully who God has us to be.
It is hard to believe that we are ending year one. We are so thankful for all of your
generosity!
I’m happy to share several updates with you in the pages that follow. Your financial
giving is enabling us to take steps, some of the steps rather quickly, with BECOME.
If you completed a commitment card, you will receive an individual update on where
you are with your pledge. If you are able to give above and beyond what
you committed to, would you consider giving more? If you’ve become
a part of Christ Central since we launched the initiative and would like
to participate, we would love to have you join us by considering what it
looks like for you to give in the next year or two to help us become the
church God has called us to be by filling out a commitment card.
I am thankful for each of you, and I’m thankful to be together with you as we seek
God’s glory and the good of our city. Let us trust that He who began a good work
in each of us, and in our church, is faithful to bring it to completion!

Grace and Peace,

Reverend Daniel Mason

MERCY AND JUSTICE
We recently established two new partnerships and committed a total of $50,000 towards ensuring that
the future of Durham--its youth--who are most impacted by school closures as a result of COVID-19 have
the resources they need to succeed academically and beyond:

- $25,000 to the DPS Foundation’s Accelerating Digital Equity campaign, which partners with Durham
Public Schools to identify gaps and inequities in education and bridges them with resources and
funding. This campaign seeks to ensure all DPS students have access to the resources they need
for remote learning, is creating remote learning opportunities for students to gather in pods, and
is looking to long-term advancements in digital education to be prepared for the future.
- $25,000 to the YMCA’s scholastic centers across Durham, which provides academic support,
physical activity, and a full-day program and childcare. The Y is working to provide the opportunity
for students to have a place to go when they’re not able to be in a traditional school setting and
meet their educational needs.
We can’t think of a better way to be in Durham, for Durham than by advocating for and partnering with
organizations like the DPS Foundation and the YMCA who are on the ground and making progress towards
ensuring equality in education for all of Durham’s children.
Additionally, we gave $25,000 to support the direct needs of Families Moving Forward, Student U, StepUp
Durham, the NC Bail Fund, and Meals for DPS at the onset of COVID-19. We also set aside $75,000 for
internal mercy needs resulting from COVID-19. Our Education Outreach Team added Durham Nativity
School as a partner once we moved to our new space on their property.
We are also developing easier ways for individuals from the congregation to get involved with our internal
outreach teams and our external partners with further details to come in the New Year!
Thank you for your faithfulness in giving and for your generosity in this season that allows us to invest in
the good of Durham and the flourishing of its people. - E R I K A Q U A I L E , M I S S I O N S T E A M

CHURCH PLANTING
An update from Didi Wong, Church Planting Pastor:

Over the last two months, my wife, Amber, and I have been praying,
researching, talking, dreaming, about the church that God would have Christ
Central plant in South Durham. As the first of two church plants hoped for in
the Become Initiative, we are doing the work with the Session and Women’s
Leadership Council to create the church planting model we would like to use
moving forward. In addition, we have been studying demographics in South Durham, scouting for a
location, and building relationships. Please pray for all of those important steps. But most importantly,
pray that the Lord will clarify what it means for the Christ Central church plant in South Durham to
reach those people other churches are not reaching. - P A S T O R D I D I W O N G

In the new year, we will begin to share with the congregation more details about our vision for church
planting and begin to recruit a core group to reach South Durham.

L O N G -T E R M H O M E
We are so excited to have signed a 15-year lease
with Durham Nativity School (DNS)! Having 24/7
space in the heart of our city has been a longtime prayer, and the Lord answered that prayer in
the strange season of COVID-19 where meeting
as a congregation has been very limited.
And now, it is hard to believe that we have been
worshipping at Durham Nativity School for over
a dozen Sundays. We are grateful for the old oak
trees and the shade they provided during the
summer months, for the cool breeze we enjoyed
this fall, and now, for the sanctuary as we head
into winter.
As a result of our investment in the building
through renovations, DNS reduced our rental rate.
Our plan is to invest in a complete remodel of the
first floor which will include overhauls of the staff
team offices and children’s classrooms and some
work in the sanctuary including painting and AV/
sound/lighting.
As it often goes, the cost of renovations are
a little more than anticipated; however, we are comfortable with this since we will be saving over
$140,000 in facility costs by not maintaining two leases (Hayti and Golden Belt). By investing more
upfront, we will be better suited financially in the long-term.
We’ve already begun small updates in the sanctuary. The demolition of the office and classroom
spaces begins in December with an expected completion in spring 2021. More to come with the
renderings of the first floor and progress photos!
This building and the partnership with DNS are a gift from the Lord. We are so thankful!

We have been blessed with wonderful spaces from the Hayti Heritage Center to Golden Belt and now Durham
Nativity School. However, one of the most exciting things about this new building is the ability to house all of
our operations under one roof. The office and classroom space at DNS offers flexibility for all of our ministry
offerings, not to mention the beautiful sanctuary that will host our largest events! DNS is also graciously sharing
their Fellowship Hall and Assembly Halls with us for select events that call for a large open gathering space,
perfect for church-wide meals or conference/seminar offerings. - M E R E D I T H M I L L E R , O P E R A T I O N S D I R E C T O R

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
We remain excited about creating opportunities to develop leaders, specifically minority leaders. Our
timing on creating an Internship program is still to be determined, but will plan for it in 2021 with hopes
of launching something in 2022. More to come!

F I NA N C I A L U P DAT E
The BECOME Initiative is a two-year drive to raise a total
of $5 million (including our normal annual budget).
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