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“A New Day Has Dawned” 
John 21:1-14 
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Reflections on Sunday’s Sermon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer 
 

As you begin your study, spend a few moments praising God for the gift of His Word. Thank Him for 
giving us so many details that reveal truths about Him and how He relates to His people. Ask that  As you 
pray, make the following words your own before the Lord (prayer taken from Prone to Wander: Prayers of 
Confession and Celebration by Barbara Duguid and Wayne Houk). 
 

“Almighty Lord,,  
We find great delight in your creation and the good things you have given us to enjoy, but we rarely 

spend time delighting in you. We tend to enjoy you when you give us what we want, but we become 
anxious, fretful, and angry when life is hard and you seem unwilling to rescue us from uncomfortable 
or painful circumstances. We spend many days haunted by guilty fears over the sins that we have 
committed, forgetting the wounds that will forever scar the hands of your Son, and that plead 
forgiveness for us every moment of every day. We fail to bear grief and shame patiently, because we 
forget that you alone are our stronghold in times of trouble, and you are working all things together 
for our good. Father, forgive us.  

We thank you for your radiant and beautiful Son, who delighted in you above all else and perfectly 
committed all his ways to your sovereign will. We praise you that his flawless obedience is ours through 
faith, and we are forever reconciled to you as your beloved children. Instead of trying to escape 
discomfort, Jesus chose the pathway of excruciating pain in order to purchase us…You delivered him 
from death, making a showcase of his righteousness and your justice, investing him with great honor 
and glory…Thank you for uniting us to Christ and for loving us in the very same way that you love him.  

Father, cause us to find overwhelming delight in the salvation you have given us through Christ. 
Stir our weak souls to arise and shake off the fearful guilt we cling to with stubborn pride. Open our 
eyes more and more to see our great High Priest, crushed for us, and now pleading for us before your 
throne. May we treasure his love and believe with all our hearts that nothing can separate us from it, 
not even the sin with which we continue to struggle. Give us such great confidence in the gospel that 
we run joyfully to you in the midst of our weakness, to hear your pardoning voice and feel the ardent 
and passionate embrace of our true Father. Amen.”   
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Scripture  
 

John 21:1-14  –   (English Standard Version) 
 

1After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias, and he revealed 
himself in this way. 2Simon Peter, Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of 
Zebedee, and two others of his disciples were together. 3Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” 
They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught 
nothing.  

4Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 
5Jesus said to them, “Children, do you have any fish?” They answered him, “No.” 6He said to them, 
“Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were 
not able to haul it in, because of the quantity of fish. 7That disciple whom Jesus loved therefore said to 
Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment, for 
he was stripped for work, and threw himself into the sea. 8The other disciples came in the boat, dragging 
the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, but about a hundred yards off.  

9When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire in place, with fish laid out on it, and bread. 
10Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” 11So Simon Peter went aboard 
and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, 153 of them. And although there were so many, the net was 
not torn. 12Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared ask him, 
“Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and 
so with the fish. 14This was now the third time that Jesus was revealed to the disciples after he was 
raised from the dead. 
 
 
 
 

 
Handling the Word  
 

1. Our passage takes place around the sea of Tiberias, which is the Roman name for the Sea of Galilee.  Do 
a little research and find out what you can about the Sea of Galilee; for example, size, depth, 
winds/weather, type of fish, importance of fishing to the local economy, etc.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

2. This story of Jesus instructing the disciples to catch fish is the second time such a story is told in the 
Gospels.  Read through the first story in Luke 5:1-11 and write down the similarities and differences 
between these two stories?  
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Understanding and Applying 
 

1. This scene is one of the first instances of the “church” gathering together after the resurrection with Jesus 
and seven of His disciples.  As you read about who these men are in v. 2, can you name some specific 
sins or faults associated with them?  What does that tell you about the nature of the church?  How does 
that encourage you about your own participation in the church?  How should this impact how we view 
others in the church?  

 
 
 
 
 
 

2. The apostle John has used the imagery of light and dark many times in this book (e.g. John 1:4-5; 9, 
12:35-36, etc.), including our passage this week.  The disciples fished at night and had no success.  But 
the light was coming as expressed by the phrase in v. 4, “Just as day was breaking…”.  The dark night 
of catching nothing was followed by a day where they would experience more joy than they ever could 
imagine because Jesus was there.  As you think back in your own life, can you share with the group a 
time or times when God brought light into your dark world?  How does that knowledge give you hope 
for potential (okay, probable) dark seasons of life?  

 
 
 
 
 
 

3. In v. 5 Jesus addresses his disciples as “Children”.  This name expresses an intimacy between a parent 
and child and shows us once again of his love for his disciples.  Look up the following verses and remind 
yourself of the love of Jesus for his disciples and for you.  How does this knowledge encourage you to 
love and serve Jesus even more than you do now?  

 
a. John 11:5; 35-36 –  
 
b. John 13:1-12 –  
 
c. John 14:1-3 –  
 
d. 2Corinthians 5:14-15 –  
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4. Jesus commands his disciples in v. 6 to, “Cast your net on the right side of the boat.”  The point of 
this command was not which particular side of the boat they cast the net, but that Jesus commanded it 
and they did it.  Look up the following verses and remind yourself of some of the commands of Jesus.  
Are these commands of Jesus being exemplified in your life?  Why are or why are you not being faithful 
to the commands of your Savior?  

 
a. John 6:43 –  
 
b. John 13:14-15 –  
 
c. John 13:34 –  
 
d. John 14:15 –  
 
e. John 15:12 –  

 
 
 

5. The great discovery of this passage is encapsulated in the statement by John in v. 7, “It is the Lord”.  
While there have been some incredible discoveries over the centuries (can you think of some?), none 
are greater than discovering that Jesus is your Lord.  Is he your Lord?  How is this evident in your life?  
What might be holding you back from making Jesus your Lord?  

 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Upon realizing that it was Jesus standing on the shore, Peter “threw himself into the sea”.  You have 
to love his enthusiasm and his eagerness to be with Jesus.  Do you find youself having that same 
enthusiasm to be with Jesus?  How is that evident?  If not, consider taking a moment to repent and make 
a renewed decision to “throw yourself into the sea” and get to Jesus.    

 
 
 
 
 
 

7. On the other hand, what reasons might Peter have had for not wanting to see Jesus?  How do our own 
sins too often keep us from Jesus?  Look up the following verses and write down what you learn about 
forgiveness.  How do these verses encourage you to run back to Jesus, in spite of your sin?  

 
a. Psalm 32:5 –  
 
b. Psalm 86:5 –  
 
c. Ephesians 4:32 –  
 
d. 1 John 1:9 –  
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8. In v. 12, Jesus asks his disciples to come and have breakfast with him.  In that culture sharing a meal 
meant much more than simply eating together.  It was a sign of friendship and fellowship.  What does 
this tell us about Jesus and his love for his beleaguered disciples.  Look up the following verses and 
write down what you learn about God’s desire to have fellowship with us.  How does this relationship 
manifest itself in your own relationship with God?  

 
a. Micah 6:8 –  
 
b. Zephaniah 3:17 –  
 
c. Matthew 11:28-30 –  
 
d. Hebrews 11:16 –  

 
 
 

9. What truth, or truths, in this passage do you want to prayerfully consider in the days ahead?  How does 
that truth impact the way you think about and worship Jesus?    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Let us become familiar enough [with Jesus] that we identify [His] presence in our lives, frequently crying 
out in delight, ‘It is the Lord!’…Like Peter, let us cultivate an instinct of spiritual longing for Jesus that will 
lead us to fly joyfully to the nourishment of his Word, to communion with him in prayer, and to the praise of 

him in worship together with others to whom he has revealed himself in saving grace.” 
Richard Phillips 


