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“Jesus Prays for His Disciples” 
John 17:6-13 

Sermon Date: February 14th, 2020 
 

 

Reflections on Sunday’s Sermon 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer 
 

As you begin your study, spend a spend some time thanking the Father for not only saving us but also 

keeping us through His Son, Jesus Christ (John 17:11). Ask the Holy Sprit to increase your joy as a result 

of the truths He reveals to you through His Word this week. As you pray, make the following words your 

own before the Lord (prayer taken from The Valley of Vision: A Collection of Puritan Prayers & 

Devotions). 
 

 “Father God,  

  Thou Creator and Upholder of all things, 

  I cannot escape from thy presence or control, no do I desire to do so. 

My privilege is to be under the agency of omnipotence, righteousness, 

 wisdom, patience, mercy, grace… 

I admire thy heart, adore thy wisdom,  

 stand in awe of thy power, abase myself before thy purity. 

It is the discovery of thy goodness alone that can banish my fear, 

  allure me into thy presence, help me to bewail and confess my sins. 

When I review my past guilt and am conscious of my present unworthiness 

 I tremble to come to thee, I who’s foundation is in the dust,  

 I who have condemned thy goodness, defied thy power,  

  trampled upon thy love, rendered myself worthy of eternal death. 

But my recovery cannot spring from any cause in me,  

 I can destroy but cannot save myself. 

Yet thou hast laid help on One that is mighty, for there is mercy with thee, 

 and exceeding riches in thy kindness through Jesus. 

May I always feel my need of him. 

Let thy resotred joy be my strength; 

May it keep me from lusting after the world, bear up heart and mind in loss of comforts, 

 enliven me in the valley of death, work in me the image of the heavenly, 

 and give me to enjoy the first frutis of spirituatlity,  

  such as angels and departed saints know.” 



2 

 

Scripture  
 

John 17:6–13 – (English Standard Version) 
 

6 “I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the world. Yours they were, 

and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know that everything that you have 

given me is from you. 8 For I have given them the words that you gave me, and they have received them 

and have come to know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9 I am 

praying for them. I am not praying for the world but for those whom you have given me, for they are yours. 

10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I am glorified in them. 11 And I am no longer in the world, 

but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have 

given me, that they may be one, even as we are one. 12 While I was with them, I kept them in your name, 

which you have given me. I have guarded them, and not one of them has been lost except the son of 

destruction, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. 13 But now I am coming to you, and these things I speak 

in the world, that they may have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 

 

 

Handling the Word  
 

1. Before you get to our text this week, read back through John 17:1-5 and summarize some key points from 

the beginning of Jesus’ prayer for Himself.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Next, read the prayer Jesus taught His disciples to pray in Matthew 6:9-13. How are these two prayers 

from Jesus in Matthew 6 and John 17 similar? What do you learn about prayer from reading both of these 

passages?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Understanding and Applying 
 

1. Jesus begins this section of his prayer by stating, “I have manifested your name” (v. 6). To manifest 

God’s name is to make God’s character known. Look up the following verses and write down what you 

learn about how important it is to God that His name be manifested in the world. What part are you 

playing, or can do better at playing, in making the name of God manifested in the world?  

 

• Isaiah 48:9-11 – 

 

• Ezekiel 20:14 – 

 

• Ezekiel 36:22-23 – 

 

• Malachi 1:11 – 
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2. At the end of verse 6, Jesus proclaims to the Father that the disciples, “have kept your word” (see also 

John 6:68-69; John 11:16; John 16:30). Might Jesus be able to say the same thing about you? What 

evidence is there in your own life that you are keeping God’s Word? If you’re not, why not? How can 

you change this if you need to be more obedient to God’s Word? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. In verse 7 Jesus says, “For I have given them the words that you gave me, and they have received them...” 

In what ways did the disciples receive Jesus’ words from the Father (John 7:16; 12:48-49)? 

Unfortunately, many people in Jesus’ day (and many today) do not receive Jesus’ words. Why do you 

think so many people reject the words of Jesus?  

 

 

 

 

 

4. At the end of verse 8, Jesus says that they (his disciples), “have come to know in truth that I came from 

you; and they have believed that you sent me.” This statement is at the heart of Jesus’ prayer for his 

disciples. It was important that the disciples clearly understood that Jesus had come from God—in other 

words, that He was Divine. Why was it important that the disciples understood that Jesus was not simply 

another really smart and wise human rabbi, but was truly God in the flesh? What difference should that 

make in your life as well?  

 

 

 

 

 

5. In verse 10, Jesus ends by saying of his disciples, “I am glorified in them.” Think about that statement—

in spite of all of the shortcomings of the disciples (and there were many), they still brought glory to Jesus. 

How does this encourage you (in all your shortcomings) to continue to try and bring glory to Jesus? In 

what ways should we, as believers, bring glory to Jesus? Are these evident in your own life?  

 

 

 

 

 

6. Jesus continues in verse 11 with the phrase, “Holy Father.” Although this is the only time in the New 

Testament this phrase is used, it is packed with rich theological significance. To be “holy” is to be 

separated from sin. Look up the following verses and write down what you discover about God’s holiness. 

Why is this so important for us to understand?  

 

• Isaiah 6:1-7 – 

 

• 1 Peter 1:15-16 – 

 

• Revelation 4:1-8 – 

 

• Revelation 6:10 – 
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7. In light of the greater context of this whole passage and Jesus’ deep desire to bring comfort to His 

disciples, how might this phrase, “Holy Father,” mean so much to the disciples? In other words, what is 

it about knowing God is “Holy” that would bring comfort to them? What is it about knowing that God is 

their “Father” that would also bring comfort to them? How might you apply this to your own life?  

 

 

 

8. Next, Jesus asks the Father to “keep them in your name” (v. 11). The name of a person refers to their 

character and nature. What is it about the character and nature of God that would protect or keep the 

disciples safe? Look up the following verses and write down what they tell you about the power of God’s 

name. How does knowing that we are also kept in God’s name bring comfort to your own soul?  

 

• Psalm 20:1 – 

 

• Psalm 54:1 – 

 

• Proverbs 18:10 – 

 

9. In verse 11, Jesus prays that His disciples, “may be one, even as we are one.” This theme of unity is 

important to Jesus, and we will see Him talk more of it in the next section (vv. 21-23). Why is unity so 

important to Jesus? Why is it so important for the mission of the church? How might disunity disrupt the 

mission to proclaim the gospel to a lost and dying world? How are you helping, or potentially hurting, 

the unity of the church?  

 

 

 

 

10. Jesus proclaims a statement of hope and joy in light of his return to the Father: “But now I am coming to 

you, and these things I speak in the world, that they may have my joy fulfilled in themselves” (v. 13). This 

is not the first time Jesus connects his departure with coming joy for his followers. Look up the following 

verses and write down what Jesus says about joy coming from sorrow. How does this encourage you in 

the midst of your own life circumstances?  

 

• John 14:28 – 

 

• John 15:11 – 

 

• John 16:20-22 – 

 

• John 20:20 – 

 

11. What glorious truth about Jesus, His grace, or the gospel in these verses brings the most comfort to your 

heart in this season of your life? Why do you find that truth particularly comforting? 

 

 

 

 

Christ always has kept his people, he still keeps his people, and he will keep his people forever. The 

sheep shall be delivered into the hand of the Father in full number, there shall not be one of them 

missing in that day when they shall pass under the rod of the great Shepherd.” 

C.H. Spurgeon 


