
 
HOME CHURCH?  REALLY? 

For centuries, and long before there were church buildings, Christians have been gathering in each 
other’s homes for worship, teaching and communion.  Today, all over the world, there are small house 
churches who meet together to follow the actions of the early church found in Acts.

Home church gatherings provide a far more intimate setting than hundreds of people in a building.  It 
provides a chance to interact one on one, in a small group setting, while knowing you are connected 
with other small home gatherings all over your community.

As we find ourselves in this unique season of doing church digitally, small in-home gatherings seem 
like a logical and practical next step for us to take before coming back together at WCA in a large 
group.

To be clear.  This is not meant to be a replacement for what we are currently doing with our online 
services.  It is simply something we are doing IN ADDITION to our weekly online services.  If you are 
ready to step out and be a part of a Home Watch Group, great!  If this is something you are 
uncomfortable with at this time, we get it.  Each person and family has to make the decision that is 
right for them. 

WHAT are HOME WATCH GROUPS?

Home Watch Groups are gatherings of 10-25 people who meet in someone's home, garage, yard, 
clubhouse, deck, etc., to watch LifePointe’s online services.  

Watch parties are designed to offer opportunities to gather in smaller groups until the state restrictions 
lessen to the point that we can meet in person again in larger numbers back at WCA.

This is more than a “show up and leave” event.  We encourage groups to take some time and hang 
out and enjoy being together!  Our online services are 45 minutes long, we are encouraging our 
watch groups to be anywhere from 75-90 minutes long.  Using the additional time to catch up and 
even pray together.

There are THREE different kinds of Home Watch Groups.



1. EXISTING GROUP.  This is a gathering of people who are already connected to a LifeGroup.  
Many of our LifeGroups plan to meet together for Home Watch Groups during this time.

2. OPEN GROUP.  This group is hosted by a person or family who is opening their home, 
garage, clubhouse, etc., to be used as a Home Watch Group location.  There will be an online 
sign up available for these groups and once they meet capacity, they will be marked “full.”

3. TARGETED GROUP.  Maybe you want to host a Watch Group but you already have a specific 
group of people you were planning to invite.  We already have a group that plans to invite 
neighbors in their cul-de-sac to come hang out and watch the services in their garage.  Another 
group is inviting some families they are connected with through their kid's sports.  This kind of 
group allows you to ask your friends to “come to church” with you but… at your house!

WHEN WILL THIS BEGIN?

Home Watch Groups will begin when the governor moves us into Phase 2 of reopening the state. 
This will likely take place sometime in June.

WHAT TIME WILL THEY MEET?

Here is the great thing, these groups can happen at any time on Sunday after 9 am.  We will stream 
our services at 9 am (new time) and they will be available to watch at any time later that day on 
multiple platforms.  So, you can meet in the morning, afternoon or even evening.

HOW CAN YOU WATCH?

We stream our services on three platforms. 

1. The first is through the BoxCast application. You will need to download the BoxCast App to 
your phone, tablet, or streaming device. This platform allows you to watch our services from a 
device such as Apple TV, Roku device, FireTV, SmartTV, etc.

2. The second platform is through our website on our media page (www.lifepointechristian.net/
media). 

3. The final location is on our Facebook Page (@lifepointetoano).  

We will be more than happy to provide you additional information on how you can connect and utilize 
these platforms.

WHAT ABOUT SAFETY?

First, we understand that everyone has a different level of comfort when it comes to getting back 
together around other people.  We would ask that as a church family, we understand that one of the 
greatest ways we can show others love is to respect the feelings and opinions of others during this 
time, even if we personally disagree. 



Our desire is to allow these groups to meet together while also adhering to common sense and 
guidelines shared by the CDC and VDH.  With that being the case, we would ask the following.

1. Obviously, if you have had any symptoms and know that you have been recently exposed to 
COVID-19, please stay home.  When in doubt, stay home.

2. Before you arrive, your group's host will be wiping down all highly touched surfaces 
(doorknobs, toilets, faucets, tables, etc).  They will do this first with soap and water then with a 
disinfectant solution.  They will do this before and after the watch party.

3. Masks are not provided, but feel free to wear your own if you desire.
4. If possible, please sanitize your hands before entering the home.  Your host may or not be able 

to supply hand sanitizer, therefore, you may need to bring your own.
5. We are asking hosts with children in their home to limit access to toys in their home used by 

others.
6. Individually wrapped communion will be made available for pickup for all hosts during the week 

from our office.  Our office staff will pre-package them in bags of 10 and will do so while 
wearing gloves and masks.

7. Provide as much space (that is reasonably possible) between you and others who are not in 
your family.

8. Avoid personal contact such as hugs, handshakes, etc.

HOW LONG WILL WE BE DOING THIS?

It’s hard to tell.  I don’t need to tell you that the information and restrictions change almost weekly.  
Right now, we see these groups meeting for 3-6 weeks, or until we are able to safely bring everyone 
back together in a large group setting which would require permission from WCA, having the proper 
PPE in place (hand sanitizer, wipes, etc) and the state further easing restrictions.

“WHAT IF I’M NOT READY FOR THIS?”

It’s OK.  We get it.  Not everyone is ready for this yet.  If you choose to NOT be a part of a Home 
Watch Group, then nothing changes for you.  We invite you to continue to join us for our online 
services each Sunday just like you have been since March.  And when and if you are ready, just let us 
know.

HOW DO I SIGN UP?

To be a host?  If you would like to host a watch group, please email our lead minister, Phillip Murdock, 
at philm@lpcconline.net.  He will be happy to connect with you and answer any questions you might 
have.

Want to join a group?  Keep watching your email!  As we get closer to the time when we can initiate 
these groups, we will be sending you a link where you can see and sign up for a group to attend.


