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CONSTITUTION  

 
 

PREAMBLE 
 
 
On May 23, 1940, thirty members of the Newfane Baptist Church, Newfane, New York met at                
the home of Mr. & Mrs. Frank Flint to take action on forming a new church without affiliation                  
with the Northern Baptist Convention. The Odd Fellows Hall was later engaged as a meeting               
place. 
 
At the request of the above mentioned group, Rev. Kenneth A. Muck of Hamburg, New York, a                 
former pastor of the Newfane Baptist Church, kindly consented to guide the new group until a                
pastor was called. Supply preachers filled the pulpit until July 8, 1940 when Rev. Howard M.                
Green, Pastor of the South Side Baptist Church, Hornell, New York was called as pastor of the                 
new church.  
 
At a Special Business Meeting on March 19, 2006, it was recommended by the Board of Elders                 
that the original Constitution and By-Laws be revised to portray a more biblical model of church                
government, consistent with daily church activities and ministry, and to lay out a biblical              
foundation for the future for generations to come. As a result, the Constitution and By-laws,               
originally a single document, was divided into two separate documents, revised, presented to the              
church body, and approved at the Annual Business Meeting on October 8, 2006.  
 
That all things may be done decently and in order, and that we may more readily help one                  
another in our Christian service as members of this church, we hereby adopt the following as our                 
Constitution, Covenant and Confession of Faith.  
 
All persons desiring to unite with the Grace Bible Church of Newfane, New York at its                
organization, who subscribe to this Constitution, shall be declared charter members. 
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ARTICLE ONE:  NAME, PURPOSE AND MISSION STATEMENT 
 
Section 1.  Name 
This organization, composed of bornagain, Bible believing Christians, shall be known as the             
Grace Baptist Church of Newfane, New York, duly incorporated under New York State Law,              
October 29, 1940. By a vote of the congregation on September 28, 1996, this organization was                
renamed the Grace Bible Church. 
 
Section 2.  Purpose 
This church, believing the Bible to be the inspired Word of God, and acknowledging its               
adherence to all of its teachings, hereby declares that the purpose of its organization shall be: 
 
Clause 1.  To provide a place for its members to maintain regular services for worship. 
 
Clause 2. To minister in the Word of God by earnestly proclaiming the Gospel message of                

salvation through personal faith in Christ's atoning work on the Cross, and to urge              
personal acceptance of Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. To edify and build up the body                
in word and in faith. To make plain the Scriptural teaching concerning the Christian walk               
and conduct. 

 
Clause 3. To cooperate heartily by prayers, gifts and service in its effort to encourage and                

strengthen each other; by God's help, to deny ungodliness and worldly lust, and to walk               
circumspectly before all men. 

 
Clause 4. To carry on systematic educational work in such Bible classes as will properly equip                

all students with a knowledge of the Bible, so that they may be prepared for active                
Christian service and that their own lives may be deepened in Christ.  

 
Section 3.  Mission Statement 
The mission statement of Grace Bible Church is:  “Reaching our world in our day for Christ.”  
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ARTICLE TWO:  ARTICLES OF FAITH 
 
Section 1:  What We Believe About the Holy Scriptures 
1. The Holy Scriptures are the only sufficient, certain, inerrant, and infallible rule of all saving               

knowledge, faith, and obedience in matters of life and practice (2 Timothy 3:15-17). Though              
God has also revealed Himself in His natural creation in order to display His glory and power                 
(Romans 1:19-20), that revelation alone is not sufficient unto salvation (Romans 10:14),            
therefore it pleased God to reveal Himself and His will in written revelation through the               
Scriptures, giving us the means by which we can be made wise unto salvation found in Christ                 
Jesus (2 Timothy 3:15). 

2. The Scriptures are comprised of the 66 books found in the Old and New Testaments. These                
66 books are verbally and plenarily inspired (2 Peter 1:20-21; 2 Timothy 3:16). 

3. The canon is closed and we have the full written revelation from God that nothing shall be                 
added to or taken away from. The books commonly referred to as the Apocrypha are not of                 
divine inspiration and nothing Scriptural is yet to be discovered in the future (Proverbs              
30:5-6; Deuteronomy 4:2; Revelation 22:18-19; Hebrews 1:1). 

4. The Scriptures are completely authoritative and that authority depends not on the testimony             
of man or a church, but solely upon God, the author of those Scriptures (1 John 5:9; 2                  
Thessalonians 2:13). Therefore, all issues of doctrine, practice, and life are to be examined              
and brought under the authority of Scripture (James 4:7; 1 Timothy 6:3-5). 

5. Those things in Scripture which are necessary to be known for knowledge of salvation are               
able to be plainly understood by all (Psalm 19:7), though not all things in Scripture are                
plainly understood (2 Peter 3:16). Therefore, it is the duty of the believer to be diligent in                 
ascertaining the true intent and meaning of the text through careful study and interpretation              
(1 Timothy 4:16). 

6. The correct interpretation of the text as understood through sound teaching and church             
history has been the method of literal interpretation taking into account the grammatical and              
historical context. Though there is only one true interpretation of any particular text, there              
may be several life applications. By God’s grace, the Holy Spirit assists us in our               
interpretation and application of the Scriptures (John 16:13-14). 

 
Section 2:  What We Believe About God 
1. There is but one living and true God who is infinite, eternal, and self-existent (Deuteronomy               

6:4; Isaiah 45:5-7; Psalm 90:2; Acts 17:24-25). 
2. He is the Creator and Sustainer of all things and is therefore the Supreme Ruler of heaven                 

and earth (Colossians 1:16-17; Psalm 83:18; Jeremiah 10:10). 
3. He possesses all knowledge of things past, present and future and carries out His perfect               

plans. He is not limited in this knowledge or power by human decision or action (Ephesians                
1:11; Isaiah 46:10; Acts 4:27-28). 

4. Though He is One God, He exists in three distinct persons—Father, Son, and Holy              
Spirit—equal and undivided in divine essence (Matthew 28:19-20; John 15:26; 1 Corinthians            
12:4-6). 
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Section 3:  What We Believe About Jesus Christ 
1. Jesus Christ is and always has been the eternal Son of God, co-equal, and consubstantial with                

the Father (Hebrews 1:3).  
2. He is the second Person of the Trinity, and is completely God and completely man in all                 

ways. He possesses all the attributes of God and man indivisibly (Micah 5:2; John 1:1, 14,                
18; 5:23; 10:30; 14:8-9; Romans 8:3; Galatians 4:4; Colossians 1:19; 2:9; Philippians            
2:5b-8a; 1 Timothy 3:16; Hebrews 1:3; 2:14, 17). 

3. He was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary (Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:18;                 
Luke 1:26-27, 31, 34-35). 

4. He created and sustains all things in heaven and on earth, both visible and invisible (John                
1:3; Colossians 1:15-17; Hebrews 1:2-3). 

5. He was crucified, was buried, and was bodily resurrected, and ascended into heaven             
(Matthew 27-28; Mark 15-16; Luke 23-24; John 19-21; Acts 1:1-9). 

6. He is the only mediator between God and men (1 Timothy 2:5). 
 
Section 4:  What We Believe About the Holy Spirit 
1. He is co-equal and of the same substance with God the Father and God the Son, which                 

includes all the attributes of deity (Matthew 28:19; Acts 5:3-4; 1 Corinthians 12:4-6;             
2 Corinthians 13:14; Jeremiah 31:31-34 with Hebrews 10:15-17). 

2. The ministry of the Holy Spirit includes: convicting the world of sin, of righteousness, and of                
judgment; glorifying the Lord Jesus Christ; and transforming believers into the image of             
Christ (John 16:7-14; Acts 1:5; 2:4; Romans 8:29; 2 Corinthians 3:18). 

3. In the life of the believer, the Holy Spirit indwells, sanctifies, instructs, empowers for              
service, and seals until the day of redemption (Romans 8:9; 2 Corinthians 3:6; Ephesians              
1:13). 

4. The gifts of the Spirit are given to believers for the redemption of the lost and for the                  
building up of the body of Christ (Acts 1:8; 1 Corinthians 12:4-11). 

 
Section 5:  What We Believe About Man 
1. Mankind was created in the image and likeness of God, free from sin, and in perfect                

fellowship with God (Genesis 1:26; Genesis 1:31). 
2. Mankind was created with a rational nature, intelligence, volition, and a moral responsibility             

to God (Genesis 2:15-25). 
3. Mankind was created to bring glory in all things to the Creator God (Isaiah 43:7; Colossians                

1:16; Revelation 4:11). 
4. Upon Adam’s sin of disobedience to God, mankind lost his innocence, incurred the penalty              

of spiritual and physical death, became subject to God’s wrath, and became inherently             
corrupt and incapable of choosing or doing what is acceptable and pleasing to God apart               
from divine grace (Genesis 3:17-24; John 3:36; Romans 3:23; 6:23; 1 Corinthians 2:14;             
Ephesians 2:1-3). 

5. Men and women since Adam and Eve are not inherently good, but hopelessly lost and are                
sinners by nature, by choice, and by divine declaration (Psalm 14:1-3; Jeremiah 17:9;             
Romans 3:9-18, 23; 5:10-12). 
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Section 6:  What We Believe About Salvation 
1. Salvation is wholly of God’s grace on the basis of His own electing power and on the                 

redemptive work of Christ’s shed blood on the cross, and not on the basis of human merit or                  
work (Ephesians 1:3-7; 2:8-10; 1 Peter 1:18-19). 

2. Salvation comes only through Jesus Christ. He died on the cross as a substitute for our sins,                 
paying the penalty and receiving the punishment and wrath of God in our place              
(2 Corinthians 2:21; 1 Timothy 2:5; Hebrews 9:11-15, 28; 10:1-13; 1 John 2:2). 

3. This gift of salvation and the forgiveness of sins unto life eternal with God is receivable only                 
through faith alone in Christ alone (John 3:16; Acts 4:12) and is not extended to those who                 
have not called out to Christ in faith (John 1:12; Romans 10:9). 

4. Those who are saved by grace are also secure for eternity by grace as born again children of                  
God (John 10:28-29; Romans 8:38-39; Ephesians 1:13-14). 

 
Section 7:  What We Believe About Satan 
1. Satan is a created angel who was the first proponent of sin, who is the unholy god of this age,                    

and who is the author of darkness (Isaiah 14:12-14; Ezekiel 28:11-19; 2 Corinthians 4:4). 
2. He has been defeated by the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ (1 John 3:8) and is                 

condemned to future eternal punishment at the hand of God (Matthew 25:41; Revelation             
20:10). 

3. Although Satan is called “the god of this age” and the author of darkness, believers need to                 
realize the truths that point them to victory over him in Christ Jesus (Ephesians 6:10-11;               
James 4:7; 1 Peter 1:5; 1 John 4:4). 

 
Section 8:  What We Believe About the Church 
1. Regarding the true church of Christ, a believer in Christ becomes a part of the body of Christ                  

(the church) upon accepting Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord (1 Corinthians 12:12-16, 18,              
27-28a; Ephesians 1:22-23). Christ is the Sovereign Head of the church (Ephesians 1:22;             
5:23-32) and believers are called to grow as a part of the body (Ephesians 4:15; 5:27). 

2. Regarding the local church; it is wherever God’s people meet regularly in obedience to the               
command to make disciples of all the nations (Matthew 28:19-20; 2 Timothy 2:2). That is               
the local expression of the true church of Christ (Acts 14:23; Hebrews 10:23-25). 

3. The elders of the local church must meet the biblical qualifications (1 Timothy 3:1-13; Titus               
1:5-9; 1 Peter 5:1-5) and they are to serve with the attitude of Christ Jesus (Philippians                
2:3-17).  Believers are to submit to the elders’ leadership (Hebrews 13:7, 17). 

 
Section 9:  What We Believe About Future Things 
1. Our blessed hope is in the personal and physical return of our Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 1:9-11;                 

Titus 2:11-14). 
2. The state of mankind after death is that the soul of those who have trusted in Christ will be                   

made perfect in holiness and will be present with the Lord. The souls of those who have not                  
trusted in Christ will be cast into hell where they remain in torment awaiting judgment (2                
Corinthians 5:1, 6, 8; Philippians 1:23; Hebrews12:23; Jude 6-7; Luke 16:23-24). 

3. All mankind will face judgment (Acts 17:31; John 5:22, 27; 1 Corinthians 6:3; 2 Corinthians               
5:10; Romans 14:10, 12) and enter into eternity—either in a conscious punishment in the              
lake of fire (Matthew 25:41; Revelation 20:11-15) for those who have rejected Christ, or into               
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the fullness of glory and joy in the presence of the Lord (Matthew 25:21, 34; 2 Timothy 4:8;                  
Revelation 21-22) for those who have trusted in Christ. 

4. The Triune God will be at the center of eternity and will reign over their kingdom forever                 
(Revelation 22:1-5; 1 Corinthians 15:24-2).  

 
 

ARTICLE THREE:  CORE VALUES 
 

1. The starting point of our ministry is God, not human activity.  
 
Our obedient desire is to be a God-centered, God-driven ministry in everything we do.              
Therefore, our motive will be to glorify God in everything that we do. The greatest thing we can                  
seek to do is to know and love our God with all our heart, with all our soul, and with all our                      
mind. We recognize that Jesus Christ is the sovereign head of this church. We recognize that                
God desires to be central in all that we think, say or do, regardless if we are at church, home,                    
work, school, etc. (Psalm 145:2, Matthew 22:37-39, Mark 12:30 & 31; John 17:3, Philippians              
2:9-10 & 3:10, 1 Thessalonians 1, Hebrews 12:2-3)  
 
2. The authority and guide of our ministry is the Bible, not human wisdom.  
 
Therefore, we will gladly submit ourselves to the Word of God as our sole source of authority to                  
operate as a church. The Scripture will be the basis of our doctrine, teaching, preaching,               
worship, and service. The traditions of men, the trends of society, and the consensus of the                
crowd will not sway us from this conviction. The basis of our teaching and preaching ministries                
will be God’s Holy Word.  (Psalm 119:105; Acts 2:42; 2 Timothy 3:16-17; Hebrews 5:11-14) 
 
3. The focus of our ministry is prayer, not programs or human effort.  
 
Therefore, we will dependently submit ourselves to the Lord in prayer at every opportunity,              
recognizing that only God changes hearts and brings growth. We will endeavor to continually              
broaden the burden of prayer in each of our ministries at Grace. We will rely on private and                  
corporate prayer in the conception, planning and execution of all the ministries and activities of               
this church. (Matthew 7:7-11; Mark 11:17; Acts 2:42-43; 1 Corinthians 3:5-7; Philippians 4:6;             
Colossians 4:2-3, 1 Thessalonians 5:17; James 5:16)  
 
4. The goal of our ministry is fully devoted followers of Christ, not simply converts.  
 
Therefore, we will strive to teach God’s Word with integrity and authority so that unbelievers               
find Christ and believers mature in Him. We will seek to equip all our uniquely designed and                 
gifted people to effectively accomplish the work of the ministry God has given here at Grace.                
(Matthew 28:19; Ephesians 4:11-12; 2 Timothy 3:16-17)  
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5. The passion of our ministry is reaching the lost, not our own comfort.  
 
Therefore, we will sacrificially engage those who do not know Christ in obedience to Jesus               
Christ. We will be genuine in friendships and will use every available Christ-honoring means to               
share the gospel.  (Matthew 28:19-20; Luke 19:10, Romans 1:16; 1 Corinthians 9:22-23)  
 
6. The posture of our ministry is humble service, not power and control.  
 
Therefore, we will strive to be a humble-servant community where we show mutual regard for               
one another, submit ourselves to one another, patiently wait upon on another, genuinely consider              
one another’s interests, and sacrificially serve one another. We will strive to have ministry teams               
that exhibit brotherly love, humility and patience and loving interdependence. (John 13; Romans             
12:1-2; 2 Corinthians 4:1-7; Philippians 2:3-11)  
 
7. The environment of our ministry is grace, not law.  
 
Therefore, we will infuse the principles of grace into every aspect of ministry. We will believe                
God to write His law upon our hearts. Man-made rules, personal preferences, and religious              
traditions will not be used to motivate people with guilt. Understanding that grace brings liberty,               
we will not allow our church to be entangled with either legalism or lustful license to indulge in                  
the flesh. By grace, we serve one another. (2 Corinthians 8:9; Ephesians 4:26-29; Titus 1:4;               
2 Peter 3:18)  
 
8. The strength of our ministry is fellowship, not individualism.  
 
Therefore, we will partner together in this ministry. We will function as the body of Christ using                 
our individual spiritual giftedness to advance the ministry and purpose of the church as a whole.                
No one s exempt from the accountability inherent in the relationship to the members of the body                 
of Christ with each other. No single ministry will stand alone in its purpose. We identify God’s                 
design of the Christian home as the model for developing “church” family relationships as well.               
Nurturing and admonishing one another in love is considered as normal as it is essential. (Acts                
4:42; 1 Corinthians 1:9, 13; Hebrews 10:25, 13:9)  
 
9. The substance of our ministry is radical repentance, not flashy technique.  
 
Therefore, we will exhort and encourage lives marked by holiness as we turn to the true and                 
living God from idols. The attraction of our ministry will be Christ likeness as we follow His                 
example.  (Romans 12:1-12; 1 Thessalonians 1:9; 2 Timothy 1:14; 1 John 1:9) 
 
10. The hope of our ministry is the soon return of Christ, not the building of our own  

kingdom.  
 
Therefore, we will live by faith looking for the return of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. This                  
value motivates our purity and our service for Him. This value helps us to keep the perspective                 
of eternity.  (Romans 1:17, 3:27-31; Titus 2:13; Hebrews 6, 10:23; 1 John 3:3; Revelation 22:20)  
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ARTICLE FOUR:  ORDINANCES 
 
WE BELIEVE THAT CHRIST LEFT TWO ORDINANCES FOR HIS CHURCH TO           
PRACTICE, namely, baptism and the Lord's Supper. We believe that baptism is the immersion              
of a believer in water in the Name of God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit – symbolizing said                   
believer's union by faith with Jesus Christ in His death, burial, and resurrection. And we believe                
that the Lord's Supper is a symbolic memorial feast by which we look back in faith to the                  
cleansing blood of the Cross, look up in love to our Heavenly Father as we think upon the virtues                   
of His Son, showing the Father what we have found in the Son; and we look forward in hope to                    
our Lord's promised return. We believe that the Lord's Supper is the commemoration of His               
death until He comes, and should be preceded always by solemn selfexamination (1 Corinthians              
11:2335; Acts 8:3539; Acts 16:3134) The Lord's Supper shall be observed at such time as the                
Pastor and Elders shall designate. Baptism shall be administered at the discretion of the Pastor               
and Elders.  
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ARTICLE FIVE:  CHURCH COVENANT 
 

Having been led by the Holy Spirit, in accordance with God’s Word, to receive Jesus Christ as                 
our Lord and Savior, on the profession of our faith and baptism by immersion in the name of the                   
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, we do now, in the presence of God and this assembly,                  
solemnly and joyfully enter into this covenant with one another, as one Body in Christ. 
 
We will seek to love Christ with all of our heart, soul, mind and strength and purpose to give                   
Jesus Christ and His Word first place in our lives. We are motivated by His unconditional love                 
and atoning sacrifice of death on the cross, His resurrection, and His continuing intercession for               
us to the Father.  Because of this we will: 
 

1. Maintain personal and family devotions; 
2. Educate our children in Christian truths according to the Word of God; 
3. Seek the salvation of our family and friends;  
4. Walk in a Christ-like manner in accordance with the Scriptures and abstain from             

all activities which dishonor our Savior or which would cause a fellow believer to              
stumble; and  

5. Be zealous in our efforts to advance the cause of Christ. 
 
We commit, under the control of the Holy Spirit: 
 

1. To walk together in Christian love and to work together for the advancement of              
this church in knowledge, holiness, and spiritual welfare; 

2. To attend its services;  
3. To sustain its worship, ordinances, doctrines, and discipline; 
4. To give it a place of pre-eminence over all other human institutions;  
5. To willingly give of our time and talents in the faithful support of its activities; 
6. To contribute cheerfully and regularly to the financial support of the church, relief             

of the poor, and furthering the Gospel throughout the world. 
 
We pledge: 
 

1. To encourage one another in the blessed hope of our Lord’s return; 
2. To watch over one another in brotherly love and to help one another in sickness               

and distress; 
3. To remember each other in prayer; 
4. To cultivate Christ-like empathy and courtesy in speech;  
5. To be slow to anger or to take offense and to always be ready to forgive as Christ                  

commanded. 
 
We also agree that when we move from this place, we will, as soon as possible, unite with                  
another church whose principles and ordinances carry out the truth of God’s Word. 
 
 
NOTE: This Covenant shall be read periodically during membership Sundays. 
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ARTICLE SIX:  CHURCH MEMBERSHIP 

 
Admission to membership, dismissal from membership and all other areas concerning church            
membership at Grace Bible Church, including church discipline, shall be governed according to             
Article One of the By-laws of Grace Bible Church. 
 
 

ARTICLE SEVEN:  ORGANIZATION 
 
Grace Bible Church shall have officers as established in Article Three of the By-laws of Grace 
Bible Church.  
 
 

ARTICLE EIGHT:  FINANCE 
 
The funds of this church, both for its own and for missionary and benevolent enterprises, shall be                 
raised by volunteer offerings. 
 
No financial claim, or lien, upon the church shall be incurred by any member, official or                
organization of the church without the authorization of the Board of Elders (See Article Three,               
Section 3, Clause 3 – 9 of the By-Laws of Grace Bible Church.) 
 
The finances of Grace Bible Church shall be maintained in accordance with the Financial Policy               
as referenced in the By-Laws of Grace Bible Church.  
 
 

ARTICLE NINE:  SERVICES AND MEETINGS 
 
Services and meeting shall be held on a regular basis as determined in the By-Laws of Grace                 
Bible Church, Article Two.  

 
 

ARTICLE TEN:  STATEMENT OF INDEPENDENCE 
 
We hereby affirm our belief in the absolute autonomy of the local church; that it is to be forever                   
free from interference by an outside ecclesiastical authority, and that it is not obligated to               
recognize any decision made by such. 
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ARTICLE ELEVEN:  ORDINATION, LICENSING AND 
COMMISSIONING 

 
Section 1. Ordination 
Ordination refers to the unanimous recognition by the Board of Elders of a man’s call to the                 
ministry, preparation as a shepherd, and qualification to serve. Ordination shall be conferred for              
life, so long as the man continues to manifest the qualifications of the office. 
 
Section 2. Licensing 
The license is issued by the Board of Elders and is given in recognition of a man’s call to that                    
ministry. Its aim is to allow a man to perform the ecclesiastical duties and functions of the                 
church.  Licenses will be evaluated and issued on a yearly basis.  
 
Section 3. Commissioning 
When local-church certification is required for ministry where ordination would be unnecessary            
or inappropriate, a person is commissioned by the Board of Elders to minister. This              
authorization continues as long as the opportunity to minister remains in effect and as long as the                 
person maintains the qualifications for ministry.  
 
 

ARTICLE TWELVE:  REVISION AND AMENDMENTS 
 
This Constitution can be revised or amended only at an Annual Business Meeting following the               
adoption of a resolution to do so at a previous Business Meeting.  
 

 
ARTICLE THIRTEEN:  DISSOLUTION 

 
No part of the net earnings of this corporation shall ever inure to the benefit of any donor,                  
member, director, or officer of the corporation or any private individual, and no donor, member,               
director, member, officer of the corporation or any private individual shall be entitled to share in                
the distribution of any of the corporate assets. Upon dissolution, any assets of the corporation               
must be distributed to one or more organizations recognized by the Internal Revenue Service as               
one organized exclusively for religious, charitable, scientific, literary or educational purposes.           
Such corporation must be in agreement with the letter and spirit of this Constitution.  
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