
Core Value: Lifestyle Worship 
When we expend inordinate amounts of time and affection on the things of 
this life, rather than on the matters of eternity, we have missed the mark. 
Blaise Pascal said, “Our imagination so powerfully magnifies time, by 
continued reflection upon it, and so diminishes eternity for want of reflection 
upon it, that we make nothing of eternity and eternity of nothing.” 
 
Jeremiah 2:26-28- “…they, their kings, their officials, their priests, and their 
prophets, who say to a tree, ‘You are my father,’  and to a stone, ‘You gave me 
birth.’ For they have turned their back to me, and not their face. But in the time 
of their trouble they say, ‘Arise and save us!’ But where are your gods that you 
made for yourself? Let them arise, if they can save you, in your time of trouble; 
for as many as your cities are your gods, O Judah. 
 
Our english word ‘worship’ comes from an old word ‘worthship’, which meant 
to proclaim and give worth to something you consider precious and supremely 
valuable.  
 
The root of the issue-  
Malachi 1:13-14-You bring what has been taken by violence or is lame or sick, and 
this you bring as your offering! Shall I accept that from your hand? says 
the LORD. 14 Cursed be the cheat who has a male in his flock, and vows it, and yet 
sacrifices to the Lord what is blemished. For I am a great King, says the LORD of 
hosts, and my name will be feared among the nations. 
 
What we say we believe and what are actions say we believe can be two 
different things. We ascribe worth to that which we are willing to sacrifice to 
attain or to keep. We make vows to God with the worship songs we sing, but 
our lives then reflect we give to God what costs us little. 
Worship that costs nothing is worth nothing! 
People are bored or unmoved with worship because we are unmoved by God 
Himself. We give cheap worship. 

Ravi Zacharias said it this way, “When man is bored with God even 
heaven does not have a better alternative.” 

 
What’s the least I can do to still get what I want? 
 
 

Offering cheap worship: 
Disconnected emotions comes from a muddied conscience which originates 
from will bent towards the things of the world which is derived from an 
impure heart caused by an non-renewed mind that’s absent because we do not 
have a vibrant love for God fostered by prayer and  His Word. 
 
Romans 12:1-2 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to 
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is 
your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of 
God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.   
 
“by the mercies of God”- Let’s look at a few of them…Romans 2:4; 3:23-24; 5:8; 
8:1; 8:38-39. 
 
No wonder the hymn writer wrote: “Love so amazing, so divine, demands my 
soul, my life, my all.” 
Paul challenged the believers with these words—“…Present your bodies a 
living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God.”  Here we have terminology 
based on the Jewish sacrificial system. 

 “Present” pictures the ritual presentation of a voluntary sacrifice to 
God.  It means “to yield.”  You see you must decide if you are going to 
make such a radical commitment to Christ.  No one can choose for 
you! 

 “Bodies” signifies the depth of your sacrifice.  When God gets your 
body, He gets you—all of you. 

 “Living and holy sacrifice” When a Jew brought a sacrifice to God, 
He brought the whole animal.  Notice, our sacrifice is to be a living 
sacrifice.  You must die to yourself and you must choose to live for the 
Lord.  Your entire life is to be set apart for God.  That’s what “holy” 
means here. 

 “Spiritual service of worship” Did you know that the word for 
spiritual here means “logical.”  Based on what God has done for you, 
the only logical way to live is to choose to totally commit yourself to 
Jesus Christ!  This is what worship truly is.  It is offering oneself to 
God continuously.   

This kind of living is “acceptable to God.” – Chuck Herring 
 
Where does this start? Transformation by the renewal of the mind. 



How can you renew your mind through this fellowship? 
Study Together 
Pray Together 
Serve/Love Together 
Eat Together 
Share Together 
Potential opportunities: 
  Congregational Opportunities (Congregation) 

 3x month-  In homes/smaller venues (Sunday/Saturday) 
 1x month-  Community Gathering (Banquet Hall?) 
 5th Sunday-  Missional Worship Event (Strategic locations) 

 
  Gospel Community Opportunities (Committed) 

 Gospel Communities (4-6 couples or families) in homes on 
any evening during the week 

 Student Ministry activities at Tomlins or other venues 
(Wednesdays) 

   
Discipleship Opportunities  (Core) 
 Men’s/Women’s Foundations studies 
 KIDZ Connect- Introduction to foundational truths for kids 

and training for parents to lead their own children 
 Gospel communities- Jesus’ Leadership Growth model  

 
Missional Opportunities (Commissioned) 
 Gospel Intentionality (Work, neighborhood, rhythms of life) 

Groups share mission of reaching those within members’ 
spheres of influence 

 Kid gatherings in area gyms- Schools/Churches (ROCK- 
Recreational Outreach Center for Kids- Wednesdays?) 

 Mercy Mall- 9:30-2 (Also Mondays 4:30 p.m.-7 p.m.; 
Thursdays 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m.; Saturday 9:30 a.m.-12 p.m.)  

 5th Sunday-  Missional Worship Event 
 Inviting unchurched to Gospel communities and 

congregational gatherings 
 Local, National, and International opportunities presented 

by members of church 

 
Four Commitments to 

the Church 

1.  Congregation–       
Gathering for corporate 
worship opportunities 

2. Committed– Connecting 

with believers and         
unbelievers in intentional 
Gospel Communities 

3. Core– Pursuing            

opportunities to make 
disciples within gender 
based support groups 

4. Commissioned– Living 

your ordinary life with 
Gospel intentionality 


