
Core Values: Equipped Faith- 2 Timothy 3:10-17 
Do you feel confident in your faith? 
Do you feel confident sharing your story and your faith? 
Pastor, “Why do we not believe the Bible? The Church is not glamorous enough for 
us, so we feel we need to do it better than we read on the pages of the New Testament.” 
In the attractional church paradigm, we have relegated the role of 
evangelism to the exercise of the hired hand. Our greatest hope is that 
some will “come and see” instead of accepting God’s Mission to “go and 
tell,” beginning with the original disciples’ mandate to be witnesses 
beginning in Jerusalem and moving to the uttermost parts of the world. 
The worship event becomes focused on the unbeliever, like a 
conversation in a coffee shop. Our worship does not need to look like a 
conversation with the lost in a coffee shop, weekend services serving as 
marketplace events rather than opportunities of worship for the gathered 
church where unchurched invitees can see Gospel Community. 
2 Timothy 3:10-17 
How the Disciple is Equipped: 

1. The Character of the Disciple-Maker- v. 10 
 Teaching- truths for life 

 Conduct- course of life 

 Purpose- goal of life 

 Faith- conviction in life 

 Patience- focus in life (slow to avenge wrongs) 

 Love- affections in life 

 Steadfastness- constancy in life 
You cannot give what you do not have. A great fallacy is to only be able 
to offer words to hear and not a life to emulate.  
1 Cor. 11:1- “Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.” 

 
2. The Commissioning of the Disciple-Maker-v. 11-12 

You live a godly life, you will become an aroma to those around you. 
2 Cor. 2:15-17- For we are the aroma of Christ to God among those who are being 
saved and among those who are perishing, 16 to one a fragrance from death to death, to 

the other a fragrance from life to life. Who is sufficient for these things? 17 For we are 
not, like so many, peddlers of God's word, but as men of sincerity, as commissioned by 
God, in the sight of God we speak in Christ. 
Endurance- v. 11 “To bear patiently” Paul had a resolve to not waver in 
the face of intense persecution. God will either deliver you from the fire 
or He will deliver you within the fire. 
Desire- v. 12 – Involves mind, heart (emotions), and will. we count the 
cost and godliness with contentment is great gain, so much so that the 
threat of adversity and persecution does not break our spirit or joy. 
 

3. The Context of the Disciple-Maker- v. 13 
This speaks of our culture 

Evil People- Hostile to Truth 
Imposters- Deceivers of Truth 
From Bad to Worse 
Deceiving and Being Deceived- Leading others away from truth Romans 1 

 
Post-Christian Culture: A culture that was once shaped by the 
Christian worldview (ethics, value of life, there is truth, etc…) 
A Pew study demonstrated an 8-percentage point drop in those calling themselves 
Christian: from 78.4 percent to 70.6 percent. The same study showcases “the 
percentage of Americans who are religiously unaffiliated—describing themselves as 
atheist, agnostic or ‘nothing in particular’—has jumped more than six points, from 
16.1 to 22.8 percent.”bTimes are changing in America.- Relevant Magazine 

In a post-Christian society the Biblical story that once shaped 
culture is no longer the narrative that gives meaning to life.- 

IMB 
A Church on the Margins- A church that engages those that are not 
prioritized by attractional Christian events; the church engages people 
where they are.  
Perhaps we should build into our lives time to intentionally hear the stories in the lives 
of the unchurched/unaffiliated rather than building programs to attempt to lure them 

to hear ours. 
 



4. The Commitment of the Disciple-Maker vv. 14-15 
Continue- in what you have learned. We must learn the Word 
Believe- “to be convinced” We must firmly believe the Word. Faith 
comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God. Studying strengthens 
our faith and equips us for conversations, not to overwhelm someone 
intellectually but to season our speech of grace with powerful truths.  
Acquainted- Rightly handle the Word of Truth 
2 Tim. 2:15- Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who 
has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth. 

 
5. The Calling of the Disciple-Maker v. 15 

The sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in 
Christ Jesus 
Able- Strong and powerful to change minds! 

Our mission is to share that message, the sacred writings make 
you wise. While I agree that well thought out arguments to 
defend the faith are beneficial to our Gospel witness, ultimately 
the power for faith is found in the power of the Word of God. 

Hebrews 4:12-13- For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-
edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, 
and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13 And no creature is hidden 
from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give 
account. 

Apply the Word of God! One of the most powerful 
conversations you can have is to share how biblical Truth 
convicted, sustained, encouraged, empowered, you in your life 
with someone who has never experienced it. 

How do you engage in Gospel Conversations? 

 Relate- Be real with people. Intentionally converse with 
people 

 Create- Direct the conversation towards spiritual things 

 Appeal- Appeal to their conscience by sharing how truth 
convicted you of your own sin. What are some Scriptures that 
have shaped your faith? 

 Reveal-Share how a person can trust in Jesus as Lord and 
Savior. 
 

6. The Communication of the Disciple-Maker v. 16 
Scripture: Millard Erickson defined inspiration like this…“Biblical inspiration 
is that supernatural influence of the Holy Spirit upon the Scripture writers which 
rendered their writings an accurate record of the revelation which resulted in what 

they wrote actually being the word of God.” 
Since it is inspired it is also infallible, meaning it is an eternally 
true rule and guide in all matters of faith and practice. 

 Teaching- How He is right; what is right 

 Reproof- How we are not right 

 Correction- How to get right 

 Training in Righteousness- How to stay right 

 
7. The Competency of the Disciple-Maker- v. 17 

Equipped for Every Good Work- An equipped faith who is ready to 
begin again at #1 
Jude 1:3- contend for the faith 
The Disciple: 

1. Concerns himself with his Character 
2. Is Commissioned by God to display a godly life 
3. Will endure the Context of hardship and persecution as a result 

of living the godly life. 
4. Is Committed to remain (abide) in the Word of Truth, believing it 

and becoming more acquainted with it in order to rightly handle 
it. 

5. Will answer the Call to apply the living and active Word of God 
as a seasoning to Gospel conversations which will make others 
wise unto salvation. 

6. Will Communicate the complete counsel of God’s Word 
7. Is used by God to make disciple, equipped and Competent for 

every good work, who will contend for the faith. 



This is a sacred book.  It does not contain the Word of God; it IS THE 
WORD OF GOD.  Ravi Zacharias pointed to the truth of the Bible’s 
divine inspiration when he presented the following proofs… 

 It was written by over 40 different authors over a period of 
approximately 1600 years.  God breathed out His Word through 
the writing styles and individual personalities of the different authors.   
 

 Though it was written on the continents of Asia, Africa, and 
Europe in three different languages (Hebrew, Greek, and 
Aramaic), there is an amazing unity throughout.  The book 
opens with the Creation story where the fall of the human race into 
sin occurs and paradise is lost.  It closes with a prophecy of the 
second coming of Christ and the consummation of His kingdom.   
Paradise will be restored.  In between, we have the marvelous story 
of how God moved to redeem the human race. 
 

 In its hundreds of detailed prophecies, the Bible displays a 
knowledge about the future impossible to explain apart from 
God.  If only 48 prophecies about a person were fulfilled, the odds 
would be 1 in 10 to the 157th power.  That’s a 1 followed by 157 
zero’s.  Jesus Christ fulfilled over 300 prophecies! 
 

 The events of the Bible are rooted in the real world.  The 
accuracy and history of the Bible has been extensively 
confirmed.  For instance, the Bible refers to the Hittites 36 times.  
For a long time, some scholars cast doubt on the Bible’s accuracy 
based upon these references.  But then an archeological discovery in 
Turkey revealed that the Hittite Empire was extensive. 
 

 The Bible has been accurately transmitted since its original 
writing.  The degree of accuracy in the copies we have of the 
New Testament exceeds 99%, which is greater than any other 
ancient book.  The New Testament is supported by 5,366 historical 
copies and there was a completed New Testament within 225 years 

of the original autographs.  The second most verified work of 
antiquity is Homer’s Illiad which is supported by only 643 
manuscripts, but the time gap was 400 years. (Josh McDowell) 
 

 The Bible was written by people who were willing to die for its 
truth.  Norman Geisler wrote, “People sometimes die for what they believe to 
be true and isn’t.  But few are willing to die for what they know to be false.”  
The early disciples were clearly in a position to know whether their 
message was true or false. 
 

 Jesus died around 30 AD.  The four gospels were written based 
on eyewitness accounts from 50 AD to 90 AD.  The four gospels 
you find in your Bible were recognized as the only authentic gospels 
in the first century.   

 

This Book—the Bible—is inspired by God Himself.  It is God-breathed! 

 


