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TODAY
Join us in Worship thru YouTube.com, search 

“Northridge Church of Christ Media,” or 
Facebook northridgecofc: 9:55am Sunday 

COMING UP
Mark Your Calendars

June 14-20 - SoulQuest
June 28-July 1 - VBS

 

NEWS 
Benevolence Giving
Northridge is blessed with many generous and 
helpful people who share their blessings (Acts 
4:32).  Sometimes the elders or staff or Curtis 
Douglas, who handles our benevolence fund, 
are aware of certain details or know what help 
may have already been given to aid particular 
person(s).  It is recommended that before you 
give to help another church member that you 
check with an elder, who will know or find out, 
about the situation. In no way do we intend to 
tell you to whom or what you may give.  This 
is simply to coordinate what is done, a double 
check on what’s up, to maintain good steward-
ship and assist as many needs as we are able.
Thank you.  The Elders.   
(P.S. – If you write a check to help someone 
which is made out to Northridge, do not put the 
name of the person(s) on the “Memo / For___” 
line.  It’s not tax exempt if you do so.)

Return to Worship Assembly ?
Elders, Deacons, and Staff met by conference 
call Wed, May 13.  It was determined that we 
wait until June 7 as the target Sunday to meet 
again in worship assembly. Even as more busi-
nesses are allowed to reopen, State of OK Phase 
2 plans continue to advise maintained social 
distancing and to avoid groups that do not 
readily allow for it (or adhere to it!).  Those 

aged 65+ or who have vulnerable conditions are 
still under safer-at-home guidelines.  Sanitation 
protocols are also called for.
Staff will be meeting with consultants in the 
church building and will be talking to churches 
who did open to develop a plan of action to meet 
again.  But even then, it’s not going to be the same 
old feel for doing “church”!  We press on . . .

Children’s Classes
Be aware that Bethany Pendergrass has posted on 
the NR YouTube site a video for the kids.
We recommend that you go to Edmond Church 
of Christ YouTube and find several class sessions 
of about 20 minutes each with children’s songs, 
lessons, puppets.  And don’t forget Right Now 
Media for countless video studies and classes for 
all ages.  There are also many short learning and 
illustration videos.  
Brandon and Cliff continue to add video lessons 
to the NR YouTube site (Subscribe!).  We encour-
age you to provide “class” situations for your chil-
dren and yourself in some way.

High School Graduates
Congratulations to 3 HS graduates from the 
Youth Group:
Conner Wells, son of Misti Wells
Cameron Wood, daughter of James Wood
Zeke Mahtapene, son of Patrick Mahtapene.
How about some cards and congrats!

PRAYER NEWS 

Bobby Jones, husband of Lois Jones, passed away
   Tuesday.  His funeral will be Thursday, 
   May 21st, 2:00pm at Parks Brothers Funeral
   Home in Prague.  Address for the funeral 
   home is 1405 W Main, Prague.
Toni Dugan’s father has been diagnosed with
   colon cancer.  

Remember Ryan Cartwright, Polly Killing, Lance
McDaniel and others as they fight illnesses.

Visit our new revamped website: 
northridge.family
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Foreign Missions
 Coordinator - Larry Stillwell
 Ecuador
    Quito (Ecuador) International
      School of Biblical Studies
    Hugo Sandoval, Cayambe, Ecuador
World Bibles - Paul Lofton
Treasurer - Randy Waters
Church Office Manager - Marsha Rowley

SUN: Worship Assembly  10:00-11:05AM

Bible Studies for All Ages  11:15-12:00PM

SHARE Groups   Afternoon

WED: Bible Classes  7:00 PM

THURS: Bible Study  6:30 AM

One Week Ago
 Contribution: $7208.00
 Average Contribution:  $6204.55
 

An Empty Glass . . .Made Full

Picture an empty drinking glass in front of you.  How do you get the air out?

 For most of the first three chapters of Paul’s great letter to the Ro-
mans he sets out the case that “no one is righteous, no not one” (3:10) and 
that “all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God” (3:23).  Wow.  We 
all take a beating.  Left to ourselves to get things right, there is no way.
 But, longer story short, we come to chapter 8.  One of the most 
hopeful passages in all of literature.  “There is no condemnation now for 
those people who are in Christ Jesus.  The law [or principle] of the Spirit 
of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law [of Moses, the O.T. and 
its principle] of sin and death.  The law was weak through human nature.  
God did what the law could not do: He sent His own Son as an offering for 
sin . . He wanted to completely satisfy in us what the law says is right.  We 
are living by following the Spirit, not by following human nature” (8:1-4).  
Wow.  We believers receive freedom from sin and death.  Christ came and 
got right what our weakness could not.  The Spirit is our Helper.  We have 
hope.
 The old law was “holy and righteous and good”  (7:12).  We aren’t.  
The law killed us by requiring, judging, and condemning, but not empower-
ing.  The law wasn’t beneath us, we were beneath the law.
 Philippians 3:9 sounds like a thesis statement for the book of Ro-
mans: “not having a righteousness of my own based on law, but that which 
is through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God which depends on 
faith.”

 Now, about that ‘Spirit of life in Christ Jesus,” that Spirit who is 
Holy, promised to those who are in Christ Jesus (by baptism, Acts 2:38, 
5:32).  Paul provides an interesting and indispensable word picture.  He 
wrote that Christians are “a letter of Christ. . written not with ink, but with 
the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone [like the O.T.], but on 
tablets of human hearts” (2 Cor 3:3).
 The will and morality of God never changed.  “To be Holy as He is 
holy” is the supreme standard in both the Old and New Testaments.  But 
the tablets changed from stone to hearts.  The ministry of Christ changed 
the writing surface from outside us to within us.  We musn’t have hearts of 
stone.
 The Holy Spirit indwelling us (Rom 8:9-11) empowers us instead of 
condemning us like the law which only results in sin and death.  The Spirit, 
the pledge of our spiritual inheritance in God (Eph 1:14), means that we 
“can do the will of God from the heart” (Eph 6:6), we do “produce the fruit 
of the Spirit” (Gal 5:22), and we “can be strengthened with power through 
His Spirit in the inner man” (Eph 3:16).
 
 Such are the descriptions of the “law of the Spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus” setting us free.
 So, how do you get the air out of the drinking glass?  Put something 
else in there.  Run it full of water.  How do we get the sin and self, fears and 
foibles out of our hearts?  “Be filled with the Spirit” (Eph 5:18).
 Now have a better day.  You are free, or should be!
         ~Cliff


