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TODAY
 Stay Safe and Social Distance!

COMING UP
Mark Your Calendars

June 7-12 - Camp Rock Creek
June 14-20 - SoulQuest

June 28-July 1 - VBS

NEWS
LIVEstream Worship
We plan to continue to livestream a worship 
time at 10:00am each Sunday while we cannot 
meet together.  To take Lord’s Supper “together” 
– at least at the same moment as others – have 
yours ready in your home for that time.
Staff learning curve is increasing (!), here’s how 
to find us on your device:
1) Go to YouTube.com
2) Search “Northridge Church of Christ Media.”  
     Don’t miss the “Media” part, that helps.
3) When 2) comes up, click on it.
4) Note red “Subscribe” button at that same   
    spot.    
Click on it to receive notice about everything 
we post going forward (other videos, etc).
OR
You can watch the worship time on Facebook 
by searching “northridgecofc.”

 - We will begin each worship period with a 
 5-minute video hymn countdown, so
 check on us right about 9:55am.  Missed
 us?  Wait a moment, or go back through 
 your steps. Don’t call us, we’re busy in 
 those moments and have no one else
 around(!)
 - Even if you miss it live, you can watch the 
 worship anytime later on Facebook.  
 - We are planning a couple of special things for
 Easter Sunday, next week.

Order of Sunday Worship:
9:55am - 5 min. Video Hymn Countdown
10:00 - Welcome
 2 Hymns
 Lesson - Brandon
 Lord’s Supper - Cliff
 Elder’s Prayer - Nicki
 2 Hymns (last one is a video)
 Farewell

Financial Distancing
Thank you for your contributions during this 
past week.  Since we cannot “pass the plate,” re-
member the church building mailbox, drop offs 
to the office, or call the office and someone will 
come pick it up.  We hope to provide online giv-
ing before long.

Sydney Wood recently completed the onsite part 
of the AIM program at Sunset.  The Director had 
high praise for her progress and personal growth.  
Her mission field will be in Northern Ireland but 
due to the current pandemic the departure date 
has not been definitely decided.  However, she is 
still in need of monthly financial support and the 
Northridge mission committee would like to ex-
tend an invitation for our members to participate.  
If you are interested please check with Nicki or 
Larry for details.

Stay On Top of Things
We will continue to place news and updates on 
our Northridge Facebook page.  
Always read the bulletin.  You will receive it every 
Friday afternoon.  

PRAYER NEWS
Ann Andrews, Carol Tomlinson’s twin sister,
   passed away this last week.  They will have
   a Celebration of Life later in the summer.
Gary Smith is home.  Robin and her children have
   moved in to take care of him.
Brecksley Draper, 3 mo old grandson of Ruby
   Draper, was taken to Children’s Hospital Friday 
   morning.  They are not sure what is wrong
   with him.
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Shutting Down Assemblies

 A congregation near here was fined by authorities for holding worship 
services in their church building last week.  They were violating government de-
crees of how many should gather and ignored age restrictions.  
 If you have wondered whether it is right before God to “cancel” worship 
services, let’s think for a moment.  Some persons would point to the apostles 
declaring “Whether it is right in the sight of God to give heed to you (men) rather 
than to God, you be the judge; for we cannot stop speaking about what we have 
seen and heard” (Acts 4:20, read the context vss 13-22).
 The men Peter and John spoke to had told them not to speak or teach in 
the name of Jesus.  No one has told us anything like that.  Fact is, in this age of so-
cial media, and it being just about the only outlet for communication and contact, 
I believe Christians and churches can come through this current strange period 
proving ourselves to be the “salt of the earth” and “the light of the world” (Mat-
thew 5:13-16).  And this from a guy that does not do as much social media as many 
of you do!
 All we have to do is speak, write, draw, picture, sing, act, serve, and live 
what is Hopeful, Helpful, and Humorous in media.  If we are foolish, defiant, and a 
danger toward others we will be seen as pariahs  -  stubborn and uncaring.  Social 
shaming will have a field day against the cause of Christ.
 The decision to shut down our assemblies and activities, while done 
reluctantly, is responsible and considerate.  Shelter-in-place mandates, etc, have 
nothing to do with persecuting Christianity.  Ours is to conscientiously comply 
and not defy.  We are not of the world, partaking of its sinful, shallow ways, but we 
are most certainly in the world and called to be beacons of what’s best for everyone 
around us (John 17:13-19).  

 Those who want to defy public sentiment, needs, safety, and orders during 
an extraordinary pandemic as now, in the name of obeying Christ, are, I believe, 
disruptive and ignorant of the cause of Christ.
______________________________

[Kevin Pendergrass wrote about this whole question.  Here’s the link.  
https://kevinpendergrass.org/coronavirus-obeying-god-or-men1/ 
I recommend it.  Here’s some angles I have thought about lately:]

 Kevin wrote about God’s being concerned with health and protecting oth-
ers as evidenced by quarantine measures in the Old Law.  True enough.  And those 
laws were given to teach Holiness by making obvious things that break down life, 
both physical and spiritual.  Separations due to health considerations illustrated 
what sin does to the soul and relationship to the Lord.  So while we are apart and 
much shut in, let’s contemplate what things that break down life do to us, like sin. 
[See my article on this in the bulletin of 3/22/2020.] 
 Also, if any one of us ever stayed home to care for a sick child or because 
we were sick and did not want to endanger others to the same, why cannot many 
of us do so?  Or all of us, in the face of something quite contagious, even deadly, 
especially for our older or bodily compromised brethren?
 Lastly, some Christians never realize that the laws of God are for our good 
– body, mind, and soul.  They are not legalistic ‘gotchas’ or ecclesiastical traps to 
point out who is wrong.  When even a God desired action, like our coming to-
gether, would harm or deny others of needs, then it is rightfully set aside for that 
moment.  Matthew 12:1-7 teaches this explicitly.  Obeying God will never do harm.  
 Not assembling for a time under the extraordinary situation in which we 
and our neighbors whom we serve find ourselves is not forsaking and neglecting.  
It is the most Christian thing we can do.  Let’s be extraordinary in it.  

     ~Cliff

     

Foreign Missions
 Coordinator - Larry Stillwell
 Ecuador
    Quito (Ecuador) International
      School of Biblical Studies
    Hugo Sandoval, Cayambe, Ecuador
World Bibles - Paul Lofton
Treasurer - Randy Waters
Church Office Manager - Marsha Rowley

SUN: Worship Assembly  10:00-11:05AM

Bible Studies for All Ages  11:15-12:00PM

SHARE Groups   Afternoon

WED: Bible Classes  7:00 PM

THURS: Bible Study  6:30 AM

One Week Ago
 Contribution: $5588.00
 Average Contribution:  $5981.00
 


