
 
 
  

Week 5 – Using Your  
Spiritual Gifts 

 
Recap: In order to accurately identify our spiritual gifts, we must look closely at their 
definitions and learn how the gifts have been used over time. 
 
Identifying Your Spiritual Gifts: 
Pray – Ask God to make your gifting clear through the work of the Holy Spirit.  
(Colossians 1:9-10) 

Study – Search the Scriptures diligently to identify and define what the gifts are. 
(2 Timothy 3:16-17)  

Test – Use tools, the counsel of faithful people who know you, and experience to evaluate and 
confirm your gifting.  (Romans 12:1-2) 

Discussion question: 
If you have narrowed down your spiritual gifts, describe your feelings about the gifts God has 
given you.  Do you appreciate them?  Do you look forward to using them? Do you wish they 
were different? Why? 
 
Big Idea: As we discover our spiritual gifts, we must then discern how to respond to the way 
that God has gifted us.  Our attitudes about our gifts will impact our effectiveness in ministry. 

Scripture to Study: Paul has a lot to say about how we should respond to our spiritual gifts and 
the spiritual gifts of others. 
 
1 Corinthians 12:12-26: 
Each part of the body belongs to the body, no matter what part it is (12-20) 
Each part of the body is needed to make the body function as it was meant to (21-26) 
 
1 Corinthians 13:1-13:  
Love is fundamental to the use of any gift, no matter what it is. (1-8a) 
There is no point in pursuing status or position through the use of gifts, because they will all 
fade away in the end (8b-13) 
 
 



 
In order to develop your spiritual gifts, try exercising them by getting involved in… 
 
Other people’s lives and needs. 
Your church community. 
Ongoing training and education. 
Regular risk taking opportunities. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Short definitions for ministry gifts found in 1 Corinthians 12 and Ephesians 4 
 
Apostle – (Ephesians 4:11, 1 Cor. 12:28) - The divine enablement to start churches and oversee their 
development. Ability to minister cross-culturally with the goal of planting churches. 
 
Prophet – (Ephesians 4:11, 1 Cor. 12:28, 14:3-5) The divine enablement to proclaim God’s truth with power 
and clarity in a timely and culturally sensitive fashion for correction, repentance, or edification of the church. 
Ability to reveal God’s Word accurately. 
 
Evangelist – (Ephesians 4:11) –The ability to be an unusually effective instrument in leading unbelievers to a 
saving knowledge of Christ. Some with this gift are most effective in personal evangelism, while others may be 
used by God in group evangelism or cross-cultural evangelism. 
 
Pastor/Teacher – (Ephesians 4:11, 1 Cor. 12:29) A person with this spiritual gift has the ability to lead, nourish, 
protect, and personally care for the needs of a “flock” of believers. Not all people with the office of pastor (elder, 
overseer) have or need the gift of pastoring or shepherding, and many with this gift do not have or need the 
office. This gift also includes teaching ability and is the only dual gift in the list. 

“Grace Gifts” 
Charismata 

“Ministry” 
Diakonion 

“Effects” 
Energema 

Romans 12:3-8 Ephesians 4:11 
1 Corinthians 12:28 

Ephesians 4:12-16 
1 Corinthians 12:8-11 

- Prophecy 
- Service 
- Teaching 
- Exhortation 
- Giving 
- Leadership 
- Mercy 

- Apostles 
- Prophets 
- Evangelists 
- Pastors 
- Teachers 
- Worker of Miracles 
- Gifts of Healing 
- Helper (Service) 
- Administration 
- Tongues 

- Word of Wisdom 
- Word of 

Knowledge 
- Faith 
- Healing 
- Miracles 
- Prophecy 
- Discernment 
- Equipping 
- Maturity 

 



 
Worker of Miracles – (1 Cor. 12:28) - The ability to serve as an instrument through whom God accomplishes 
acts that manifest supernatural power. Miracles bear witness to the presence of God and the truth of his 
proclaimed Word and appear to occur most frequently in association with missionary activity. The gospel 
message carries its own authority, but God sometimes graciously uses miracles to authenticate and open doors 
for the proclamation of forgiveness and life in Christ. 
 

Service/Helps/Hospitality – (1 Cor. 12:28, see also 1 Peter 4:11) The divine enablement to attach spiritual 
value to the accomplishment of physical tasks within the Body of Christ. Ability to demonstrate love by meeting 
practical needs that releases other Christians for direct spiritual ministry. 
 

Administration – (1 Cor. 12:28) The divine enablement to see what needs to be done, set goals and attract, 
and lead and motivate people to accomplish the work of the ministry. The Greek word for the spiritual gift of 
administration is Kubernesis.  This is a unique term that refers to a shipmaster or captain. The literal meaning is 
"to steer," or "to rule or govern."   Ability to coordinate the activities of others for the achievement of common 
goals. 
 
Gifts of Healing – (1 Cor. 12:9, 28, 30) The ability to serve as a human instrument through whom God cures 
illnesses and restores health. The possessor of this gift is not the source of power but a vessel who can heal only 
those diseases the Lord chooses to heal. This spiritual gift should not be confused with the signs and wonders 
performed by Jesus and the apostles, and it should not be discredited because of the abuses of grandstanding 
faith healers. 
 
Gift of Tongues – (1 Cor. 12:28) 
The spiritual gift of tongues is more accurately called the gift of languages. The Greek word for tongues is 
glossa, or glossolalia, which literally means “tongue.” When it is used in the New Testament addressing the 
subject of spiritual gifts it carries the contextual meaning of “languages.” Speaking in tongues is the utterance 
of prayer or of a message glorifying God, typically spoken to God (1 Corinthians 14:2), in a language that is 
unknown to the one speaking it. 
 
To properly understand this gift, we need to begin with a brief history of language in the human race. In the 
garden mankind had one language and was in direct communication with God, having perfect communion 
with Him. Unfortunately, this relationship changed at the fall when Adam sinned against God and he and Eve 
were cursed and banished from Eden along with their descendants. Mankind continued to have one language 
up until Genesis 11 where God confused their language and people were dispersed throughout the earth. He 
did this because they had united together in one language and conspired to build a tower at Babel. Their 
intention was to “make a name” for themselves and thus replace God in their hearts. Pride is the birthplace of 
sin and regrettably fallen man has decided to use every advantage, including language, to usurp God’s 
authority and place himself upon a throne which is not rightfully his. 
 
After God confused their language and scattered them across the earth, He chose one people with one 
language to bring Him glory and draw mankind back to Himself. Abram, later called Abraham, was the one 
through whom God promised to bless “all the nations.” Eventually, through the nation of Israel, the Hebrew 
language would be used to communicate God’s Word to the nations. However, the rest of the world did not 
speak or understand this language and for the most part continued to remain ignorant of God’s plan of 
redemption. 
 



Fast forward to Pentecost and the pouring out of the Holy Spirit on the people of God. Here we see a glimpse 
of God’s reversal of the curse of divided languages. In Acts 2 people from all over the world hear God’s people 
proclaiming His mighty works in their own languages. This is the beginning of the redemption of language for 
its intended purpose: to glorify God and draw all people to Himself. 
 
In heaven an innumerable group from every nation, tribe, people and tongue will join together to praise God 
with one language. (See Revelation 7:9-12. This is where tongues will cease as mentioned in 1 Corinthians 
13:8-10.) The intention of the spiritual gift of tongues is to glorify God now, but also to prepare ourselves as 
His church to glorify Him forever in heaven. The gift however is only partial, in that it is not given to all 
believers, and in the context of the church requires an interpreter in order for it to be edifying. 
 
There is much more to be said about the spiritual gift of tongues, but we will summarize a few points here: 
 
• Not every believer receives this gift. The gift of tongues is not a requirement or a necessary sign of salvation. 
See 1 Corinthians 12:30. 
• Tongues are not “ecstatic speech” but are always orderly and are able to be controlled by the one speaking. 
See 1 Corinthians 14:27-28, 33, 39-40 
• No tongues should be spoken in the church gathering without interpretation. See 1 Corinthians 14:27-28. 
• Tongues should not be forbidden but should be carefully used for the edification of the Church. See 1 
Corinthians 14:39. 
 


