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Preface

What better way to start the very first day of the new year, than with a Bible Study 
deep-dive into one of the Gospels...in this case, the Gospel of Matthew chapters 7 & 8.  
Talk about some meaty chapters (i.e. The Sermon on the Mount)!  As part of this dive, I 
will be including some context from two books (pictured here) that I recently purchased 
to hopefully expand my knowledge of our faith and of the Bible from an academic 
standpoint.  Why this context? Partly because I am a “history geek” to begin with. 
However, more importantly, I am including this context as practice for what I believe will 
be the common type of engagement I will experience here in the Washington D.C. area 
where there is a relatively high-level of emphasis placed on academic achievement and 
use.  In other words, I will do my best to engage people’s minds as well as their hearts 
(their hearts being first with our perennial “lead by example” in ALL that we do).  That 
being said...

Lord, thank you for this Band of Brothers and for Your Holy Spirit which continues to 
guide, strengthen and embolden us for Thy Kingdom Come.
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The Gospel of Matthew
The Author
The apostle Matthew, also known as Levi (Mark 2:14), was a 
tax collector, a Jewish citizen working for the Romans.  When 
he identified himself as a tax collector, he lumped himself in 
with “sinners,” and he showed that it was not a very popular 
occupation (Matthew 9:9-13; 10:3).  Jewish tax collectors 
were regarded as outcasts. They could not serve as witnesses 
or as judges and were expelled from the synagogue. In the 
eyes of the Jewish community their disgrace extended to 
their families.  Also...regarding “sinners”...back then, 
“sinners” referred to notoriously evil people as well as those 
who refused to follow the Mosaic law as interpreted by the 
teachers of the law.  The term was commonly used of tax collectors, adulterers, robbers 
and the like.

You will recall that Jesus called His first disciples in Mark 1:16-20...Simon (Peter), 
Andrew (brother of Simon), James (son of Zebedee) and John (James’ brother).  Mark 
2:13-17 describes Jesus’ calling of Levi, son of Alphaeus.  Matthew is his apostolic name 
which means “gift of the LORD.” The tax collector’s booth where Jesus found Levi was 
probably a toll booth on the major international road that went west from Damascus 
through Capernaum (fishing village on the northern shore of the Sea of Galilee) to the 
Mediterranean coast and then south to Egypt.  Jesus then went to Levi’s house to have 
dinner.  Many other “sinners” joined them as well.  Back then not too unlike today, 
breaking bread (i.e. eating together) was a sign of friendship.  When the Parhisees saw 
this, they wondered why this so-called Son of Man was eating with sinners.  “On hearing 
this, Jesus said to them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.  I have not 
come to call the righteous, but sinners.””

Finally, what happened to Matthew in the end?  The Bible only mentions the deaths of 
two apostles, James who was put to death by Herod Agrippa I in 44 AD and Judas 
Iscariot who committed suicide shortly after the death of Christ (remember that scene 
from the movie “The Passion of the Christ”?).  The death of the others (not all of them) 
are known either by tradition or the writings of early Christian historians.  As such, 
eight died as Martyrs two of which were crucified.  In regards to Matthew...there was 
reason to believe he stayed in Jerusalem for 15 years or so (see Audience section below). 
Tradition has it that after he left Jerusalem, he went out as a missionary to the Persians 
(Iran), Parthians (northeast Iran) and Medes (northwest Iran).  One legend has it that 
he died a martyr (by a sword wound) in Ethiopia sometime around AD 90.
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The Date
Determining when the book was written is difficult. 
Scholars suggest dates that range from the late AD 50s 
to the late 70s. There is no conclusive evidence to 
determine the date. Many people prefer an early date, 
some time around AD 60 (so 20-30 years or so after 
Jesus’ death and resurrection).  Modern scholars have 
concluded that both Matthew and Luke drew 
extensively from Mark’s Gospel which had been in 

circulation for a period of time, thus giving Matthew’s 
writings a later date.  Why, if people ask, would Matthew...an eye witness to the events of 
our Lord’s life, depend so heavily on Mark’s account?  The best answer seems to be that 
he agreed with it and wanted to show that the apostolic testimony to Christ was not 
divided.  The next obvious question then is...why is Matthew listed first in the New 
Testament if it was written after (or drew heavily from) Mark’s Gospel?  Another 
discussion maybe for another day...

The Audience
The Jewish nature of Matthew’s Gospel suggests that maybe it 
was written in the Holy Land...while Matthew stayed in 
Jerusalem for awhile (15 years) before heading out on 
missions.  The Gospel was written in Greek making the 
readers obviously Greek speaking.  Many elements point to 
Jewish readership as there is a lot of emphasis on fulfillment 
of the Old Testament (i.e. Matthew has more quotations from 
and allusions to the OT than any other NT author).  Other 
elements include tracing Jesus  descent from Abraham, lack 
of explanation of Jewish customs (especially in contrast to 
Mark) and finally, his use of Jewish terminology (e.g. 
“kingdom of heaven,” where “heaven” reveals the Jewish reverential reluctance to use 
the name of God).  This is done to prove to his Jewish readers that Jesus is their Messiah   
since His life and ministry fulfilled the OT Scriptures.

Of course, although geared towards the Jewish people, Matthew’s Gospel has a universal 
outlook as it records the coming of Magi (non-Jews) to worship the infant Jesus (2:1-12) 
and more importantly, Jesus’ statement that the “field is the world” (13:38).
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Matthew - Chapter 7
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Judging Others (1-6)
Yeah, some of the guys play rough during LTF hoops, but 
admit it...so do you. Verse 2...”For the same way you judge 
others, you will be judged, and the measure you use, it will be 
measured to you.” In other words, a Christian is not to judge 
hypocritically or self-righteously.  Verse 6 is interesting, “Do 
not give dogs what is sacred;...” One interpretation...be 
discerning with who you share the Truth with.

Ask, Seek, Knock (7-11) ; the Golden Rule (12)

“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the 

door will be opened to you.” Greek present imperatives are used here 

indicating constant asking, seeking and knocking.  In other 

words...persistent prayer.  You see this theme being past on by the 

Apostles with their teachings...Ephesians 6:18, Luke 18:1.  Think about 

how your prayers have changed throughout your journey!

The Narrow and Wide Gates (13-14)Love this verse.  We learned about this in the Character Matrix.  This is not about the repression of sin but of the transformation of your hearts...to be like Jesus.  The narrow road/gate symbolize the challenge presented by the way of the Kingdom. It’s a road of suffering and self-denial, not the path taken by the majority.



Matthew - Chapter 7
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The Tree and Its Fruit (15-20)
On the one hand...we should not judge...on the other hand...we should be 
discerning about who we confide in and listen to.  Good fruit is 
evidenced by “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control (Galatians 5:22-23).  Verse 
20 “Yes, the way to identify a tree or a person is by the kind of fruit 
that is produced.”

True Disciples (21-23)
Verse 21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the 

kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who 

is in Heaven.” 22, “Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did 

we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and 

perform many miracles?’ 23 Then will tell them plainly, ‘I never know 

you.  Away from me, you evildoers!” All yack and no schack not good.

Building on a Solid Foundation (24-29)Well known analogy...are you going to listen to the Word of God?  If yes...then you are building your house on a foundation of rock able to withstand the storms (of life).  If not...good luck with your house right on the beach during hurricane season (or maybe that raft on the upper Yough).



Matthew Chapter 8
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Jesus Heals a Man with Leprosy (1-4)
Really two main points.  One, faith in Jesus heals.  In this 
case, physically...but in many others (and equally if not more 
important)...emotionally and spiritually.  Two, eye witness 
account (think Case for Christ) of a miracle.  Jesus really is 
the Son of God.  How incredible is that!

Faith of the Roman Officer (5-13)
A lot packed into this one.  Long story short...a Roman officer (non-

Jew) humbly asks Jesus to heal his servant from afar which He does.  

Jesus was amazed that this Gentile was so spiritually aware.  Jesus 

was amazed only one other time in Mark 6:6 because of the Jew’s 

lack of faith.  The message here...Jesus came to bring deliverance to 

ALL people regardless of who we are or what we have done.  Beautiful.

Jesus Heals Many (14-17)
Remember the audience?  Jews in Jerusalem. Verse 17...”this was to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah: “He took up our infirmities and carried our diseases.” Old testament linkage to build the case.  Also...again...eye witness account a la Case for Christ of the miracles the Son of God performed.



Matthew Chapter 8
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The Cost of Following Jesus (18-22)
He wants us to know that there is a cost to follow him.  Back then, as 
Jewish religious leaders became increasingly hostile toward Jesus, he 
wanted his disciples to be prepared for he worst.  See John 15:18.  For 
them it was martyrdom. How about us?  How do we engage the world 
but not be of the world?  Are you prepared to be counter cultural? At 
work? In the neighborhood?  This is a Bible study in and of itself!

Jesus Calms the Storm (23-27)
25 “The disciples (and Brad) went and woke him, saying, “Lord, save 

us (me)! We’re (I’m) going to drown!” It is one thing to heal the sick...how 

about controlling mother nature?! 27 “The men were amazed and 

asked, “What kind of man is this? Even the winds and the waves obey 

him!”  Of course they do...he is the Son of God! How you like me now?!

Jesus Calms the Storm - continued
Also, does having faith mean we’ll never be afraid?  No...but it does teach us that God is greater than whatever we are facing, and that He is in control.  Knowing God is present keeps fear from paralyzing us.  In Brad’s case, it allowed him to levitate and rise out of the river miraculously! 



Matthew Chapter 8
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Jesus Heals Two Demon-Possessed Men (28-34)
Ok, I gotta admit, this is an eery account.  I can’t help but think 
of the movie The Exorcist...a movie that I have not completely (no 
where near) watched to this day. 29 “‘What do you want with 
us, Son of God?’ they shouted. ‘Have you come here to torture 
us before the appointed time?’”

Jesus Heals Two Demon-Possessed Men - continued

30 “Some distance from them a large heard of pigs was feeding. 31 

“The demons begged Jesus, ‘If you drive us out, send us into the herd of 

pigs.’ “  Of course Jesus orders them out, they go into the whole herd of 

pigs who subsequently rush into a nearby lake and drown themselves.  

Again, the power of the Son of God, Jesus, here on earth.  He can heal 

the sick, control the weather and drive out demons.

Jesus Heals Two Demon-Possessed Men - continuedIn other words, he can calm the storms of our life and overcome any forces of evil that come against us. What happened to the demons after the pigs drowned?  Check out 12:45.  Kinda scary.  Left without a living body to inhabit, they probably searched for others they could enter.  The slaughter of the pigs are viewed as a sign of coming judgement on Satan, his demons and everyone who opposed Christ.



In Conclusion

Remember that picture above that I sent to you back in February of 2012? I 
took it outside of a Caribou coffee shop in a neighborhood Sherrie and I were 
house hunting in while trying to decide whether to move to VA or not.  I actually 
attribute part of our decision to move here due to that encounter. It is encounters 
like these, whether through license plates, outright challenges or subtle disbelief 
that require us to be prepared to live and defend our faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ in a courageous and loving manner. How do you prepare? It ALL starts 
through daily reading and reflection on His Word.  Exercises like this go a long 
way towards establishing that discipline. Thank you for this opportunity.

Lord, thank you for this Band of Brothers and for Your Holy Spirit which 
continues to guide, strengthen and embolden us for Thy Kingdom Come. Amen.
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